
special-education students? 
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TAX RETURN SALE! 
25% OFF STOREWIDE* 
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Televisions • Stereos 
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Volunteers For Peace offers over 3000 

Learn more at free 

projects in more than 1 00 countries. 

public events: 

including the United States. 

April 5, 5:00PM 

Fletcher Free Library 

Join our mission, help overcome 

yR °° m ' 

social and environmental challenges 


around the globe, and create a more 

April 6, 6:15PM 

peaceful world one project at a time. 

Burlington College 

Registration Is just $300. 

of Ovlc Engagement 

A 

Thank you VFP! 

As an American, 


you gave me an 
unbelievable way to 


see Europe safely, 
affordably, and 
make a difference. 

7 Kilburn Street, Burlington • 540-3060 

— Alexandra, 
2010 volunteer to France, 

For more info:VFP.org 

Belgium & Austria 


A healthy smile has a perfect shape and looks flawless. To help you with that just-right sn 
includes board-certified orthodontists, as well as the latest equipment and techniques, i 


TIMBE RLANE 

General & Cosmetic Dentistry • Pediatric Dentistry DENTAL QQSi Orthodontics • Periodontics & Implant Dentistry 


Conveniently located in South Burlington, Burlington, Essex Junction and Shelburne 
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FUNDRAISING 


Cross-Cultural Exchange 


Last Sunday's Matsuri 11 cultural festival was well timed. The biennial event at St. 
Michael's College celebrates Japanese crafts, music and food. This year, it also func- 
tioned as a fundraiser for the American Red Cross, which is accepting donations to help 
with relief operations related to the recent Japanese earthquake and tsunami. 

The festival, cosponsored by the college and the Japan-America Society of Vermont, 
drew more than 1500 attendees, who enjoyed performances of traditional Japanese 
music and dance as well as modern pop music, taiko drumming, karate and cal ligraphy. 
The Red Cross raised nearly $2700 — with some help from local designer and mycat- 
goma.com blogger Sachie Kohlman (aka Sachie Tani) who created a "Hope for Japan" 
sticker to fundraise for her homeland. 



A Middlebury prof is 
accused of stealing 
$4800 from tile 
Salisbury Historical 
Society to finance 
student Held trips. 
Embezzlement: the 
new bake sale? 


© 



WATER. WATER 
EVERYWHERE 


e is in state buildings. 

Vennontcan't 
afford the $217,000 
annual expense. 
Won't functional 
<1 linking fountains 


© 

FOGEL'S FAREWELL 

UVM President Dan 
Fogel announced 

week — but he's not 
Uavingforayearand 
a half. That leaves 
plenty of time for 
good-bye receptions. 



will out by June — 


about a sixth of its workforce. The 
cuts come in response to new federal 
rules that allow the government to 
lend directly to students, rather than 
through companies like VSAC. 


VSAC 
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“WTF: What's the Deal With Burlington's 
Midtown Motel?" by Lauren Ober. Ever 
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tweet of 
the week: 




Jeni, fit specialist 
St Albans, 4 years 

showing Naples in 
Black and 
Brown Tool 


Burlington 864-7899 I Colchester 863-2653 I Shelburne 985-3483 | St Albans 527-0916 - danformshoesvt.com 




(^ essential 

physical therapy & pilates 


Transform 
your core 


www. essentialptp.com 

81 River Street, Montpelier, VT (802)262-1500 


Vermont 


p Gynecology 



FOOLS FOR LUNCH. 



feed back 


UNDER VERMONT'S SKIN 

I am curious as to why Seven Days 
dubbed Tata Harper Skincare 
“Vermont’s only luxe cosmetics com- 
pany” [“Getting the Glow," March 16]. 
Lunaroma has been in busi- 
ness in Burlington for 11 years, 
selling very similar products, 
and has also been featured in 
your paper [“Odor Readers,” 
September 15, 2004], It seems 
like a bit of a snub. 

Giles Wagoner 
BURLINGTON 

Editor's note : We defined 
“hvce,’’ or luxury, quanti- 
tatively by price point. 

When comparing similar 
products, Tata Harper 
Skincare is substantially 
more expensive than 
Lunaroma's offerings, or 
any other Vermont-made 
skin-care product. For 
example, Lunaroma’s 
Nourishing Facial Elixir 
runs $38 for an ounce, 
while a comparably 
sized bottle of Tata 
Harper's Rejuvenating 
Serum costs $150. 


TOO MUCH TATA 

I just laughed out loud reading the 
Tata Harper infomercial in Seven Days 
[“Getting the Glow," March 16]. This 
is great stuff. One hundred dollars per 
50-milliliter bottle? That 
equates to $7570 per gallon for 
a “Rebuilding Moisturizer.” 
I hope that covers bringing 
the ingredients in from the 
Czech Republic, Israel and the 
Amazon, and keeps the work- 
ers and the environment happy. 

Is there a cheaper rate if 
you take your own bottle to be 

filled? 

Perhaps I am conflicted 
and need some of the 
“Aromatic Irritability 
Treatment,” but at 
$49,205 per gallon, I 
might just rather wet a 
flannel with some cool 
Montpelier tap water, 
place it on my forehead 
and relax on the couch 
for half an hour and get 
in touch with a different 
version of reality. 

John Dawkins 
MONTPELIER 



Serai floys la published by Da Capo Publishing Inc. 





WEEK IN REVIEW 


WWJD? 

[Re: “Can the Catholic Diocese Boot a 
Group Home From Its North Avenue 
Property? A Judge Will Decide,” March 
9]: When parishioners of St. Mark’s 
Parish go to confession, do they search 
their souls over another successful 
NIMBY? What do neighbors and pa- 
rishioners feel when they hear Jesus’ 
teaching that we are all our brothers’ 
and sisters’ keepers? 

Donna Marie Constantineau 
ESSEX JUNCTION 


"PLANNING" A REVOLUTION 

[Re: "Heeding Unhappy Homeowners, 
Burlington Planners Look to Redefine 
‘Historic,’” March 9]: As a Burlington 
homeowner, I am in wonderment of 
Burlington's planning and zoning. 
After locating low-income residents 
nearly on the waterfront, in the Wharf 
Lane Apartments, utilizing the former 
Burlington College building as a shel- 
ter for homeless families and plunk- 
ing a Phoenix House in the center of 
Burlington, I can scarcely imagine 
the next wacky exploits of Burlington 
Planning and Zoning. I am in awe that 
after two decades, they have decided to 
give us homeowners a break! 

Of course we try to do our fixing on 
the sly. Who wants to tangle with the 
crazies at Planning and Zoning!? Having 
rezoned some formerly residential areas 
of Burlington as commercial, they gen- 
erally decline to act on their revised 
planning unless a lawyer sues them or a 
VIP wants to open a business. The aver- 
age Burlingtonian has no say, and don’t 
think we're not aware of that. One need 
only notice the length of time some of 
the storefronts stay vacant on Church 
Street or the dilapidated state of the 
homes just off Church Street to realize 
that something is wrong. 

Someone needs to start a grassroots 
movement to remove these people from 
office. Burlington needs revitalization, 
and the people currently at city hall do 
not have the good of the city or its citi- 

Susie Green 

BURLINGTON 


In 2005, Massachusetts empowered 
its film commission by passing a pack- 
age of tax credits that made that com- 
monwealth an attractive place for film- 
making. Since then, film production in 
the Bay State has boomed. Forty major 
motion pictures have been produced 
there in the past five years, adding $267 
million per year to the economy, while 
fueling both the growth of jobs and 
infrastructure. 

Joe Bookchin, executive director of 
the Vermont Film Commission, under- 
stands the importance of tax incentives 
better than anyone, but was unsuccess- 
ful in lobbying the legislature to act. 
This proved unfortunate, because with- 
out the incentives necessary to attract 
both independent and studio-financed 
projects, our film commission has 
been crippled in its mission, creating a 
backwater for film production in a state 
that, ironically, was ranked by National 
Geographic Traveler in 2004 as one of 
the most unspoiled travel destinations 
on the planet. 

The frustration felt in the Vermont 
filmmaking community is understand- 
able, but Mr. Bookchin is not to blame; 
that responsibility rests squarely on 
the shoulders of the state legislature. A 
grassroots effort to educate lawmakers 

FEEDBACK » P.17 


CLARIFICATION: 

Seven Days reported that Attorney 
General Bill Sorrell fought “un- 
successfully” to withhold records 
detailing how police use cellphone 
data to track criminal suspects [“In 
Sunshine Wars, Some See Attorney 
General as 'Dark Lord of Secrecy,”’ 
March 16]. In fact, the ACLU of 
Vermont seemed a list enumerat- 
ing the records, but not the records 
themselves. Also, the cellphone data 
were sought by law enforcement in 
a single request for a single case, not 
four separate cases. 


SAY SOMETHING! 



SAVE THE VERMONT 
FILM COMMISSION 

As an unabashed lover of film who has 
long wished for a more vibrant film 
industry in Vermont, I question the 
wisdom of downsizing our present film 
commission ["Say Good-Bye to the VT 
Film Commission, Hello to the Creative 
Economy,” March 9]. 




Think Spring... 
Think Gardening! 

Sat, April 2 • 9:30-ll:00am 

Edible Landscaping with the 
3 Big Berries Charlie Nardozzi 
Sat, April 9 • 9:30-ll:00am 
Building Raised Beds Todd Fisher 
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Prepping Your Beds for Seedlings 
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Stay true to 
your roots 


YT Student Visit Day 
Marlboro College 
April 1 


Register at 
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Offers expire 3/31/1 1 . Can not be combined with any other offers. Call for details 


'The Edge does 
nol actually allow 
Donkeys In the 
facilities. 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (802) 879-7734 x 2 • Williston (802) 860-3343 • S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

EDGEVT.COM 
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Pay for 3 months, Get 1 month FREE 
Pay for 6 months, Get 2 months FREE 
Pay for 1 2 months, Get 4 months FREE 
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Stuck in Vermont: Matsuri ’ll. 

Last Sunday, the Japan- America Society 
of Vermont and St Michael’s College 
sponsored a daylong arts and culture 
festival that also raised money for 
earthquake and tsunami relief. 




We need 
a new name 
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and enter to win!! 
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Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) 

WITH A CONCENTRATION IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Brief Academic Meetings in Brattleboro, Vermont 

• Emphasizing practical preparation and social justice values 

• Flexible program delivery, on-ground classes, online coursework 

• Attentive faculty involvement 

• Culturally competent learning community 

Accepting applications for Fall 2011. 


The 2011 E-Class Cabriolet. 


Also offering low-residency Master of Arts with ca 
and Counseling. Licensure tracks available. Er 


www.myunion.edu / psyd 

28 Vernon St, #112, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
888.828.8575, x8902 • 802.257.9411 • Admissions.PsyD(c 

Private , non-profit university, accredited by The Higher Learning Conunissiee 
Association of Collets and Schools (www.nca.hie.org). 
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Anniversary 
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MAGNIFICENT 


STARTING FRIDAY 1 

Spread the Word 


•ores 


P\eas 


FRIDAY 1-SUNDAY 3 

Point Taken 

Talk about a great parting gift: 

Robert De Cormier, founder of Vermont's 
classical vocal ensemble Counterpoint, 
directs his last set of concerts with a look 
back on his more-than-70-year career, 
which tookhim from being a 9-year-old 
trumpeter to a composer of scores for 
ballet and Broadway. A trio of "Legacy 
Concerts" highlights original choral works 
and favorite folk-song arrangements. 






N SEASON ON VERMONT POLITICS BY SHAY TOTTEN | 


Rich People to the Rescue? 


I t’s not every day that a group of 
Vermonters asks to be taxed more. 
But that's just what happened last 
week when 50 of the state’s wealthi- 
est residents wrote Gov. peter shumun a 
letter to say they'd pony up to help close 
the state's $176 million budget gap and 
keep services intact for the poor, elderly 
and disabled. 

Shumlin has so far followed in the 
rhetorical footsteps of governors Howard 
dean and jim douglas, promising to 
hold off on further taxing the wealthy 
for fear they might up and move to 
New Hampshire or Florida. 

Another trick employed by the 
affluent is to spend six months 
a year in another state so they 
can file their taxes there. 

Last week’s well-heeled 
correspondents put all of 
those fears to rest. 

“People, like us, with good 
jobs and careers in Vermont, 
would not leave our homes, 
friends, careers and the state 
we love if asked to pay a bit 
more to help our neighbors,” 
stated the letter. “In difficult 
times, we talk about sharing 
the pain, but it is just not fair 
to ask the most vulnerable to 
bear the greatest burden.” 

Elizabeth skarie and her ice-cream- 
magnate hubby jerry greenfield signed 
the letter and helped organize the lob- 
bying effort. Major Democratic donors 

D0TTIE DEANS, MELINDA MOULTON and PHIL 

and crea lintilhac, also endorsed the 
letter, as did key Shumlin donors david 

BLITTERSDORF and JEFFREY HOLLENDER. 

Both the governor and the legisla- 
ture rejected the proposal last week. 
Shumlin stood firm on his pledge to not 
raise income taxes, and the House voted 
down a $30 million income-tax hike on 
wealthy Vermonters 117-23. 

Still, the group isn’t going to give up 
easily. “We’re still hoping to get more 
people to sign,” Skarie said. A new letter 
is in the works, too, that will be mailed to 
all 30 Vermont senators. 

Skarie supports a proposal by Sen. 
anthony pollina (P/D/W-Washington) 
to place a temporary surcharge on 
Vermonters who stand to save $190 mil- 
lion this year thanks to extended federal 
tax cuts. That plan would raise about $17 
million. 

Another proposal, offered by Sen. 
tim ashe (D/P-Chittenden), would raise 


about $13 million by imposing an alter- 
native minimum income tax. In 2009, 
300 Vermonters earning $100,000 or 
more paid zero income tax. That in- 
cludes seven millionaires. 

The House vote makes it unlikely 
that lawmakers will squeeze more from 
high-end earners this year. In 2012? 
They’re all up for reelection. 

As "Fair Game’ noted last week, 
Shumlin has made it clear he’s not 
interested in raising taxes on people 
earning more than $500,000 — the tax 
bracket to which he personally belongs. 


Instead, state employees, low-income 
Vermonters and middle-class taxpayers 
will be asked to shoulder cuts and pay 
more for services to balance the budget 

According to Shumlin, approxi- 
mately 200 tax filers earned more than 
$500,000 more than once between 2000 
and 2009. In 2009, the governor himself 
reported income just shy of $1 million. 

Shumlin suggested he could probably 
name the 200 filers off the top of his 
head. No doubt he’ll be asking some of 
them to finance his reelection next year. 

Here’s an idea: Shumlin could use 
that list of wealthy donors, er, taxpayers, 
and convene a “Wealthy Vermonters 
Congress” in Montpelier. Lawmakers 
could give up their seats, and their $61 
per day meals allowance, for the cause. 

Vermont’s well-to-do could easily fill 
the 150-seat House chamber. 

Would this select group of taxpayers 
vote to contribute more to the state’s 
coffers to help their neighbors? Or 
would they make budget cuts so they 
don’t have to move to a low-tax state? I’d 
wager they’re not as stingy and selfish as 
Shumlin believes. 

Problem is, Shumlin’s “200” figure is 


bogus at best. 

A chart provided to “Fair Game” by 
the Vermont Department of Taxes in- 
dicates 4164 filers reported incomes of 
$500,000 or more over the past 10 tax 
years; 653 of those hit it at least twice. 
About 200 people made it five out of 
10 years, and 122 were in that income 
bracket for the entire decade. 

For the 2144 who got lucky only once 
during that 10-year period — because 
of a one time inheritance, business sale, 
lottery win or whatever — here’s a ques- 
tion: Would the prospect of paying more 
taxes for one year prompt you to 
leave the state? 

In a recent report outlin- 
ing ways to reform the state's 
tax system, the legislative 
Blue Ribbon Tax Structure 
Commission determined that, on 
average, people leaving Vermont 
earn less money than do those 
coming in. 

Based on that finding, the 
three-person committee sug- 
gested Vermont should “abandon 
the discussion of what wealthy 
Vermonters are doing based on 
their taxes. Such speculation is 
murky and, even if it were not so, 
it is questionable and dangerous 
to design a tax code for fewer than 200 

Not without asking them. 

Taxes & Thrones 

What’s stopping a Democratic governor 
and liberal legislature from raising taxes 
to fix a major budget shortfall? 

One possible theory: They're taking 
advice from consummate political 
insider harlan Sylvester, the personal 
money manager who has served as a key 
financial adviser to every governor since 
tom salmon in the early '70s. Seven Days 
profiled the elusive, yet seemingly ubiq- 
uitous, Sylvester last fall. 

Despite the fact that Sylvester backed 
Shumlin’s GOP rival, Lt. Gov. brian dubie, 
in last fall’s election, the gov appointed 
him chairman of the Governor’s Council 
of Economic Advisors — a post he’s 
held since Madeleine kunin was in office 
(1985-91). 

For decades, Sylvester has fought 
efforts to raise taxes on Vermont’s 
wealthy elite — many of whom are his 
personal-investment clients. The only 
governor who could, and did, buck 
him was richard snelung. A formidable 


PEOPLE, LIKE US IJITH GOOD 
JOBS AND CAREERS IN VERMONT. 
WOOED NOT LEAVE OUR HOMES, 

FRIENDS, CAREERS AND THE STATE 



— FROM A LETTER TO GOV. PETER SHUMLIN 
WRITTEN BY 50 WEALTHY VERMONTERS 


= GOTATIPFORSHAY7SHAY@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


Chittenden County businessman in 
his own right, Snelling convinced his 
wealthy cohorts that a tax hike was the 
best way to help the state out of a jam in 
the early 1990s. 

Shumlin likened himself 
to Snelling during the cam- H 
paign, and there’s no doubt 
he’s a wealthy businessman. 

Yet his message to his peers 
is: “I feel your pain.” 

Island Party 

Gov. Peter Shumlin is off to another 
“island” this week ... Rhode Island. 
He’ll be in the Ocean State talking about 
same-sex marriage with legislative lead- 
ers and Gov. Lincoln chafee. 

The invite came from Marriage 
Equality Rhode Island, hopes Shumlin 
can convince lawmakers to follow 
Vermont’s lead. 

While in Providence, Shumlin will 
try to cash in on his marriage-equality 
leadership at a fundraiser for his own 
reelection. His campaign website sug- 
gested donations of $50, $100 and $500. 
MERI is hosting the fundraiser at an 
Italian restaurant known for its “Tuscan 
soul food." 

Unlike his secretive trip to the isle of 
Dominica, Shumlin will travel to Rhode 
Island with his state-police security 
team. And Vermont taxpayers will foot 
the bill — even though he's holding a 
campaign fundraiser. 

“It is long-standing practice in 
Vermont that security expenses for 
travel with a governor are covered by 
the state,” said susan allen, Shumlin’s 
spokeswoman, “and this administration 
will continue that practice.” 

Nuclear Disarmament 

Last week saw another chapter in 
the “Bernie and Me” saga between 
Republican Auditor tom salmon and Sen. 

BERNIE SANDERS (I-VT). 

Salmon proposed that he and Sanders 
tour Vermont Yankee together. 

“Since neither you or I are certified 
in any area of Nuclear Science, perhaps 
such a tour could enlighten our per- 
spectives," wrote Salmon, who added 
that he has never visited the 39-year-old 
nuke. “God knows there are many that 
are pontificating everyday on the pros 
and cons of nuclear power in America.” 

I wonder if Salmon has a particular 
pontificator in mind? 

Team Sanders hasn’t taken Salmon’s 


bait — yet Two previous letters from 
Salmon have gone unanswered. Perhaps 
the third will be the charm? 

So far, the senator has remained 
silent, Salmon told “Fair 

111' H A sure sign Democrats 
have abandoned their cocka- 
mamy scheme to get Salmon 
to resign his office while he 
contemplates a run against Sanders in 
2012: Bumper stickers are circulating 
that read, "Sanders for Senate, Salmon 
for Lunch." 

I predict 2012 will be the Year of Bad 
Fish Jokes in Vermont politics. 

Survey Says... 

The 42nd annual Doyle Survey results 
are finally out. The surprise? Of the 
15,000 respondents, 45 percent think 
Vermont Yankee should be relicensed. 
Forty-one percent want it shut down, 
and 14 percent aren’t sure. 

Those numbers contrast with early 
Washington County returns that Sen. 
bill doyle (R-Washington) himself re- 
leased soon after Town Meeting Day: 
He reported 47 percent wanted VY shut 
down, 40 percent wanted it relicensed, 
and 12 percent weren’t sure. 

Doyle said he doesn’t think VY would 
have fared so well had the nuclear ac- 
cident in Japan occurred before Town 
Meeting Day. 

“I think the results would have been 
dramatically different,” he noted. 

Last year, VY garnered 31 percent 
support for relicensure, likely because 
tritium was leaking into groundwater at 
the time. 

Interestingly, VY fared better than 
its arch-nemesis, Gov. Peter Shumlin: 
Just 43 percent have “confidence” in the 
gov, while 30 percent do not. Another 27 
percent are undecided. 

Of course, VY has been in Vermont 
for almost 40 years. Shumlin has been 
governor for a mere three months. ® 





Check out our very own 

Lincoln Lager 


1, not overly bitter, this Bohemian Lager is reminis- 
the straw to goiaen colored pilsners you would find 
te weserbergland of Niedersachsen, Germany. Utiliz- 
g German malted barley, this medium bodied beer 
is balanced all around at 1.6% abv. Light bitterness 
of this lager is accredited to a crisp Hallertauer £f 
spicy Tettnang variety, with a floral aroma from 
the use of Hallertauer Hersbrucker & Celeia hops 

5 Main Street, Bristol • 453-3311 


MASTER 
YOUR FUTURE. 

Play a formative role in the lives of 
your students. 

The Champlain College Online M.Ed. 

In Early childhood Education is a highly 
engaging program that will help you oonnect 
on a deeper level with the early childhood 
community in your area. You can choose 
administrative or teaching track. 

As a Champlain student, you win enjoy our 
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local matters 


Can Murder Suspect Michael Jacques Get a Fair 
Trial in Vermont — or Anywhere? 


O n February 22, 2009, 

NewsChannel 5 posted a head- 
line on its website, wptz.com, 
that read, “Uncle Convicted 
of Raping, Killing Girl.” The “uncle” the 
article referred to was none other than 
Michael Jacques, Vermont’s most notori- 
ous defendant, who stands accused of bru- 
tally raping and murdering his 12-year-old 
niece, Brooke Bennett, in the summer of 
2008. 

There was just one problem: Michael 
Jacques hadn’t yet been tried for murder, 
much less convicted of it. 

The lawyers defending Jacques are 
using that goofed headline to support the 
argument that their client cannot get a 
fair trial in Vermont, saying he has already 
been convicted in the media, in the state 
legislature and in the court of public opin- 
ion. Because he’s up on federal charges, 
Jacques’ lawyers have asked the court to 
move his trial to Connecticut or New York 
— Albany and Brooklyn have been named 
as possible venues — claiming that two 


years of nonstop news coverage has tainted 
the pool of potential jurors in Vermont. 

Keeping the trial in state could increase 
the likelihood that the verdict — which 
could come with a death sentence — will 
be appealed on grounds the jury was preju- 
diced against the defendant. But moving 
the trial would be inconvenient and expen- 
sive and ultimately, 
some suggest, might 
not solve the preju- 
dice problem. In the 
digital age, justice 
travels much more 
slowly than information. 

With opening arguments scheduled 
to begin in September, U.S. District Judge 
William K. Sessions III has yet to rule on 
the request to move the trial, though his 
decision is expected any day. In the mean- 
time, the public defenders assigned to 
Jacques' case have submitted new polling 
data and scores of pages of press clippings 
meant to show that saturation coverage 
of the murder case — and the vitriolic 


CRIMINAL JUSTICE 


commentary it elicits — have not subsided 
in the year since they first asked for a 
change of venue. As a result, they reason, it 
will be difficult, if not impossible, to find an 
unbiased jury. 

Federal prosecutors counter that 
Jacques can receive a fair trial in Vermont, 
using as proof other highly publicized 
murder cases tried 
here, such as those 
of convicted kill- 
ers Brian Rooney 
and Donald Fell. 

Prosecutors argue 
that coverage of this case has been fair and 
factual rather than inflammatory, and that 
moving the trial on the mere presumption 
of jury prejudice would be wrong. 

On its face, the evidence against 
Jacques, a convicted sex offender, appears 
overwhelming, and some legal experts say 
privately that his conviction is all but as- 
sured. Federal prosecutors have described 
in vivid detail how Jacques allegedly 
concocted an elaborate scheme to lure 


Brooke Bennett to his house in Randolph, 
where, on June 25, 2008, they say, he 
proceeded to drug, rape and murder the 
girl. Investigators allege that Jacques cre- 
ated a phony Internet sex ring called the 
"Breckenridge Program,” which he used 
to manipulate another young sexual abuse 
victim into coaxing Brooke to his house by 
saying a boy she liked was coming over for 
a pool party. 

The shocking crime made national 
news and has resurfaced in Vermont media 
almost monthly over the ensuing years. By 
now, almost all Vermonters have at least 
heard of the case, as documented by tele- 
phone surveys commissioned by Jacques' 
defense team. From December 2009 to 
January 2010, Burlington-based polling 
firm ICF Macro surveyed hundreds of 
potential jurors in Vermont and the Albany 
area about their familiarity with and opin- 

The results were eye popping. 
Fully 80 percent of Vermont respon- 
dents eligible for jury duty had some 
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OF ELIGIBLE 
VERMONT 
JURORS 


knowledge of the case, and more than half 
of those believed that Jacques is prob- 
ably or definitely guilty. What's more, 
57 percent of eligible jurors in Vermont 
who were aware of the case had already 
decided that, if convicted, Jacques should 
get the death sentence. 

For comparison, the defense team also 
polled potential jurors in the Albany area 
to gauge their knowledge and opinions 
about the case. Of the 381 people surveyed, 
just 21 percent had prior knowledge of the 
case, and only 2 percent had already con- 
cluded Jacques was guilty — dramatically 
fewer than in Vermont. 

Last month, Jacques' lawyers added 
one more piece of evidence to the pile of 
paperwork supporting their request to 
move the trial: another survey, conducted 
last October, that asked 400 Vermonters, 
"Have you heard about the case in Vermont 
where a man named Michael Jacques 
is accused of murdering his 12-year-old 
niece, Brooke Bennett?” Eighty-one per- 
cent of respondents said they were aware 
of the case — though, unlike the previous 
survey, this one didn’t include cellphone 
numbers, and participants were not 
screened for juror-eligibility factors such 
as citizenship and criminal history. 

Even so, attorney Jean D. Barrett, one 
of two New Jersey-based death-penalty 
specialists appointed to Jacques’ defense 
team, argues the results show the case is 
not fading from Vermonters' memories. 
In fact, every new development and each 
new court hearing — no matter how in- 
significant — has brought fresh rounds 
of headlines in newspapers, websites and 
television broadcasts around New York 
and New England — 164 news reports 
between last July and January alone. 


“When you have a highly publicized 
case, you can lose 50 percent of the 
jurors for what they know, but 80 per- 
cent is really, really high,” Barrett says in 
a phone interview. 

Barrett and her co-counselors, hus- 
band and law partner David Ruhnke 
and federal public defender Michael 
Desautels, argue that a jury of Vermonters 
would be at daily risk of “contamination'' 
from the ongoing publicity and from indi- 
viduals in the state who hold strong views 
about the case. Both sides have reason to 
want an unquestionably impartial jury: 
Anything less could open the door to over- 
turning a conviction on appeal. 

The federal prosecutor leading; the 
case. Assistant U.S. Attorney Craig Nolan, 
tells Seven Days he can’t discuss it. 
However, in court filings and in oral argu- 
ments last fall, Nolan argued that massive 
publicity is likely to follow the Jacques 
trial no matter where it's held. 

“I am not suggesting that this is a na- 
tional case in the way that perhaps some 
terrorism cases have been, or a Watergate 
case,” Nolan told the judge on September 
29 of last year, according to a transcript 
“But you can bet that on the day this 
court transfers this case, should it do so, 
to Albany, to Hartford, to New Haven, to 
Brooklyn, it’s going to be very big news. 
And you can bet that [Bill] O'Reilly and 
others will be on television" talking about 
it, Nolan said. 

The prosecution doesn't dispute the 
validity of the defense team’s jury survey, 
but it does draw a drastically different con- 
clusion from the results. Taking a “glass 
half full” perspective, Nolan argued in 
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But the judge denied his motion to 
move the trial, saying the court should 
first attempt to seat an impartial jury. The 
62^00cTpotential jurmsTn '^rmont'who b “ ” 00t when Bat ‘; helde c r 

haven't been exposed to news about the pIead ! d ,S" lty and was sentenced t0 ss 


A Fair Trial? < 

t that the survey showed there are 


e, plus 109,000 others who 
posed but have not formed an opinion. 
Finding 20 unbiased jurors in that pool 
should be easy, Nolan argued. 


years to life. 

Finding jurors for high-profile crimi- 
nal cases who haven't been influenced 
by wall-to-wall media coverage is getting 


Vermont Law School professor Cheryl harder Sleigh says, particularly with the 
Hanna has followed the case closely accessibility of news on the web and soc.al 


accessibility of news on the web and social 
“Finding a discreet and untainted 


and observes that the jury surveys show 
"pretty high numbers," particularly rela- - 

five to the death penalty question. Given jF^P ° f P e0 P le 15 harder and harder 
that, she says moving the trial would be do, Sleigh says. 

„ . , . j ., TnHeed the 

the prudent thing to do. 


But trying the 

would have numer- 
ous downsides, 
Hanna notes. 
Practically speak- 
ing, it would force 
witnesses, court 
staff and the victim's 
family members 

lodging and other 
costs, including 
long-term childcare. 
Psychologically, 
it would rob 
Vermonters of the 
chance to mete out 
justice to Jacques, 
should the jury con- 

Hanna also notes 
that Vermont's 
high-profile criminal 


Brian Rooney killed University of Vermont 
student Michelle Gardner-Quinn in 2006. 


BOTH SIDES 
HAVE REASON 
TO WANT AN 
UNQUESTIONABLY 
IMPARTIAL JURY: 


Indeed, the laundry list of news ar- 
ticles referencing 
the Brooke Bennett 
case assembled by 
Jacques’ lawyers 
includes not just sto- 
ries in the Vermont 
media but also on 
dozens of newspaper 
and crime-related 
websites, such as the 
Albany Times Union, 
the Troy Record, 
WTEN-TV in Albany, 
CNBC and the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 

But even if people 
in New York or 
Connecticut knew 
about the case from 
one or more of those 
sources, they’d be 
less likely to have a 
preconceived opin- 
ion about it than do 
Vermonters, says 


Michael's College. The reason? “Sadly, it’s 
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investigators, published in Seven Days . 
persuaded the judge to move the trial from ‘ r j/ > 
Burlington to Rutland, where Rooney 


So what constitutes an “impartial” 


in prison without the possibility of parole. 

More recently, in January, a Morristown 
teacher accused of molesting 14-year- 
old boys lost a bid to move his trial out of 
Lamoille County because of pretrial public- 


someone who’s never heard of anything. 
It’s someone who has the ability to make 
use of evidence — that hasn't formed an 
opinion about it. It's not like they’re look- 


The judge said news coverage of Shaun for s ° meone 7 bo ' s J ust ob,ivious and 

Bryer's alleged crimes was fair and noted Iiv >ngunder a rock.” 


the defendant was already a public figure, 
having served on the local select board. 
Criminal defense attorney David 


While Judge Sessions considers 
question, other crucial legal 
hang in the balance. One deals 


Sleigh was represented both Rooney and * e 

Bryer. He was also the lawyer for Bruce T " torn ‘“ f ' ncfr ""’“" ,a n ,ntor - 


Batchelder, who sought 
murder trial out of Windham County in 
the mid-1990s in the face of intense news 
coverage. In that case, Sleigh had poten- 
tial jurors polled and found more than 


Internet — “an instrumentality of ir 
state commerce” — makes his case a fed- 
eral one, potentially punishable by death. 
If the judge sees it differently, the case 
could be kicked to Vermont state courts 
where the death penalty isn 


60 percent had already formed opinions opti ""; Th *' “““ oI 1 who1 ' 


debate about which Vermont to 
host this high-profile trial. © 


n should 





Feedback « P . 7 

about the power of incentives to bring 
moviemakers to Vermont — not disman- 
tling the film commission — may be the 
best strategy for a creating a robust film 
industry in the Green Mountain State. 

CHARLOTTE 


LABOR'S LESSONS 

Judith Levine’s “Wisconsin 
Conversations” [“Poli Psy,” March 
2] identifies labor's biggest problem: 
its disassociation from the American 
public. With union membership at less 
than 12 percent, an antiunion mythos 
that demonizes 


WHAT’S THE MATTER 
WITH TEXAS? 

I read Judith Levine’s commentary 
[“Poli Psy,” March 16] with interest at 
first, and it very quickly turned to out- 
rage. The very idea that anyone would 
attempt to portray an 11-year-old girl as 
responsible for being gang-raped, re- 
gardless of how she was dressed, is pre- 
posterous. For the citizenry and press of 
a town to do the same is despicable. 

Of course, it is a town in Texas, where 
there have been so many perversions of 
justice. The judiciary there is possibly 
the worst in the United States. And we 
all know that it was in Texas that George 
“Baby Doc” Bush rose to political power. 
I guess if they can produce sleazeballs 
like him and Tom DeLay, nothing about 
the asinine attitudes present there 
should surprise me any more. 



members' dues, 
are also to blame 
for their decline. 

As a local leader, I witnessed the 
success that an informed, empowered 
and involved union membership — our 
relatives, friends and neighbors — was 
able to achieve. But my experience leads 
me to believe that union hierarchy often 
finds the status quo preferable to real 
change. While union members struggle 
to pay bills, union staffers often receive 
salaries and benefits much greater than 
members. Since these bureaucrats now 
have more in common with manage- 
ment than with members, most do little 
to alter the system. Union hierarchy 
usually prefers dealing behind closed 
doors, perhaps with a few initiated 
members present, to promoting union 
democracy and collective strength. 

Today, with war against labor raging 
in Wisconsin, Chittenden County 
Transit Authority bus drivers are strug- 
gling — without the support of their 
union hierarchy — for a fair, humane, 
safety-conscious contract, as much for 
the community as for themselves. Their 
struggle harkens to the democratic 
unionism that existed before labor’s 
bureaucratic takeover. These drivers are 
modeling the effort needed to preserve 
workers' rights in Vermont; thus, their 
fight is our community's fight. Please 
support CCTA bus drivers. 

Brian J. Walsh 
JERICHO 

Walsh is a former vice presi- 
dent of the Vermont-NEA. 


Rape is rape. There is no equivoca- 
tion about it, and the attitude so horrifi- 
cally exemplified in Cleveland, Texas, is 
beyond comprehension. 


FSBO OMISSION 

I was disappointed to not see any data 
on homes for sale by owner in [“What 
Does $250,000 Buy You in Vermont?" 
March 9], nor any for-sale-by-owner 
properties in the examples from around 
the state. After all, something like 20 
percent of homes sold are sold by owner. 


TOTTEN KEEPS IT 
TRANSPARENT 

Ken Picard and Andy Bromage made a 
serious omission in listing those who 
are fighting for a transparent Vermont 
government [“Just Say Know,” March 
16]: Shay Totten and his “Fair Game” 
column in Seven Days! Totten has 
admirably filled the shoes of our late, 
great Peter Freyne, who should be ac- 
knowledged during this St. Paddy’s Day 
season. Perhaps Totten's omission was a 
misguided sense of “conflict of interest.” 
But please, don't hide your light under 
a sap bucket! Since it is “mud season,” I 
want to thank Totten for his “muckrak- 
ing” in the tradition of Lincoln Steffens! 

Al Salzman 
FAIRFAX 
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STATEO/THEarte 

An Autistic Twin and a Rescued Child in Two Vermont Books 


RY MARROT HARRISON 


C ongratulations are in order for 
South Burlington thriller writer 
jack du brul. He’s on the latest 
New York Times best-seller list 
for two international-intrigue novels he 
authored with Clive Cussler. If you love 
the genre, you’re probably already read- 
ing him. What follows are reviews of 
two other local books that aren’t quite as 
successful but are nonetheless notewor- 
thy — one a memoir, the other fiction. 
Recent years have given us dozens of 
memoirs and documentaries about 
living with autism, allen shawn's Twin is, 
for the most part, a memoir of not living 
with autism. 

Shawn, a composer and longtime 
music professor at Bennington College, 
was born in 1948 with a fraternal twin, 
Mary. At the age of 9, Mary was sent to 
“camp" and never returned. Currently 
diagnosed as “mildly retarded with fea- 
tures of autism and schizo-affective dis- 
order,” she has spent her life in private 
institutions. 

In the highly civilized and cerebral 
Shawn family — Allen’s father, William, 
was the famous New Yorker editor — 
Mary's disturbing behavior, and her 
abrupt disappearance, were discussed 
as little as possible. She wasn’t the only 
family secret: Toward the end of their 
father’s life, Allen and his brother, 



playwright and actor Wallace Shawn, 
would learn that William had had a lover 
and “second family" for decades. 

Twin , Shawn’s second memoir, isn't 
an angry tell-all about his late parents. 
It’s the author’s earnest, thoughtful at- 
tempt to understand how his life was 
shaped by an event — Mary’s departure 
— that he would come to understand as 
a trauma only long afterward. To him, 
he writes, her disappearance “never 
seemed like a rescue but only a punish- 
ment: an expulsion, an exile.” 

For his parents, Shawn acknowl- 
edges, “given their own psychological 


frailty,” removing Mary from the family 
must have felt like a necessity. Perhaps, 
he allows, it was also the best choice for 
Mary herself. (She was consigned to a 
sympathetic teacher at a small seaside 
home, not to a snake pit.) But to a 9-year- 
old whose twin was suddenly gone, the 
loss was a disaster. 

“To me there was nothing wrong with 
Mary,” Shawn writes. “She was simply 
herself, an inextricable part of the world 
I knew." As he grew to understand what 
others saw wrong with her, their twin- 
ship became “an almost taboo subject," 
because his genetic closeness to Mary 
posed the possibility that “the magic 
glue that held my brain together would 
lose its adhesive properties.” 

Shawn paints a moving portrait of 
what it means to deny essential parts 
of one’s childhood; he shows how his 
repressed fears (of losing Mary, of 
becoming her) influenced his art and 
emerged throughout his life in seem- 
ingly groundless panics and phobias. He 
also documents his efforts, as an adult, to 
spend time with Mar)' and get to know 
the woman she became — not always 
communicative but, in her own way, 
engaged. 

The book has a circular, meditative 
quality; there’s powerful prose painting 
but little narrative momentum. Some 


readers may fault Shawn for spending 
more time analyzing himself than Mary; 
for admitting that, in many ways, she 
remains opaque to him. While he does 
survey the literature of autism, it isn’t 
the book’s primary focus. 

Instead, Shawn explores the shad- 
owy boundaries of what we now call the 
"autism spectrum,” where there is “no 
sharp drop-off point between what we 
deem normal in people and what we do 
not" With their artistic sensitivities and 
their private routines and rituals, he sug- 
gests, the other Shawns were more like 
Mary than they could admit. 

And that, perhaps, was the real reason 
they couldn’t live with autism — because 
they couldn’t live without it. “In order 
for us to have remained intact as a family 
of five... ," writes Shawn, “we would have 
had to become even more like [Mary] 
than we already were, and to recognize 
her in ourselves...” That recognition, 
belated but genuine, is what he puts on 
these pages. 

S ome novels, you just know, sold 
on the basis of their first chapters. 
Learning to Swim, the debut from 
Vermont transplant sara j. henry — who 
blogs at Sara in Vermont — is one of 
them. Unfortunately, after a masterful, 
tantalizing start, the book gradually 
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NO FOOLING 

When an event is scheduled for April 1, you always have to wonder whether, just 
maybe, it's a hoax. We’re here to assure you that is not the case with the fools 
gold artists' fund annual Art Auction and Paradise Pink and Blue Ball, despite 
a curious name and some very silly affiliated acronyms. But make no mistake: 
Some jesting is involved, as are wondrous hats. 

Former Burlington musician and artist Diane Horstmyer founded the fund 
a decade ago as a means of helping local artists with projects in process. The 
money — er, "magical currency” — raised Friday night supplies the pot of "fools’ 
gold." From this, individuals or small arts organizations may apply for modest 
grants throughout the year. In the past few years, the auction has generated 
$1500 to $2000, according to phinneus sonin. He, ore falzarano and genese grill 
make up the merry trio that now manages the nonprofit "spiritual organization" 
called FLUFF — Fools Launching Unusual Flights of Fancy. For Friday's event, 
volunteers will "help set up and break down the pink and blue fluff that 
turns our changing venues into wonderlands," according to the group’s press 
announcement. And, no, they don’t mean that gooey marshmallow stuff. 

This year, FLUFF is giving out a new grant — dubbed F.L.A.C.K.S., or Fools Loving 
Art and Community in honor of Kathleen Smith — named for a founding Fool who 
was killed last fall and earmarked for someone who "most embodies [her] spirit." 
The local cabaret salmagundi donated the proceeds of an earlier performance for 
this grant. In addition, at Friday’s ball, millinery mistress Kathleen desimone will 
offer two handmade hats, as she does each yean one for the Top Drawer (person 
who made the piece of art that got the highest single bid) and one for Top Bidder. 

As FLUFF puts it. "All hail the Holy Fool!" ® 
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becomes about as suspenseful as a Paul is endearing pretty much nonstop; 
Lifetime movie. he doesn’t have a real kid's moments of 

Champlain Valley readers will being bratty, feral or weird. After Troy 
love the familiar setting of that open- meets Paul’s dark, handsome, faintly 
:. Narrator Troy Chance is a sinister father, Philippe, and agrees t< 


young freelance 
writer living in 
Lake Placid, N.Y. 
Crossing the lake to 
visit her boyfriend 
in Burlington, she 
sees what looks like 
a child being tossed 
from the ferry in 
the opposite direc- 
tion. Before she 
can have second 
thoughts — or do 
something sensible, 
such as alert the crew 
— she’s in the w 


TO DENY ESSENTIAL 
PARTS OF ONE’S 


become an unof- 
ficial member of 
their family while 
the child readjusts, 
the novel enters a 
.Rebecca-like stagna- 
tion from which 


r grab a life pre- 


Troy thinks of herself as an indepen- 
dent loner, the opposite of a maternal 
type. But by the time she wades to shore 
on the New York side of the lake, trawl- 
ing a small, Francophone boy named 
Paul, the two have forged an impreg- 
nable bond. Paul initially won’t say who 
orchestrated his attempted drowning. 
Fearing the villain was a parent, Troy 
decides to do her own investigation and 
postpone contacting the authorities. 

Sounds like a recipe for a cause cele- 
bre on “Nancy Grace” — or a compelling 
psychological whodunit. But first-time 
novelist Henry doesn’t give many layers 
to the characters, beyond Troy herself. 


Learning to Swim 
isn’t exciting, twisty 
or plausible enough 
for a good mystery, 
nor is it sexy enough 
for a good romance. 
The generic descriptions — Lake Placid 
gets some color, but Burlington and 
Ottawa might as well be the same city — 
don't help. 

Still, the novel’s mix of suspense and 
sentiment is sure to satisfy some read- 
ers; it got a thumbs-up from Marilyn 
Stasio of the New York Times. And 
Henry can write a killer first scene. We 
look forward to reading her 
and hope the rest will be as { 




A Frog Hollow Exhibition-in - 
Progress Conveys the Horror of 
and Healing From Sexual Abuse 


F rog hollow gallery director rob 
hunter didn't know artists carol 

MACDONALD and ERIK REHMAN Were 

both survivors of sexual abuse 
when he asked them to participate 
in a collaboration with Burlington’s 
Women’s Rape Crisis Center. He knew 
their work — MacDonald's evoca- 
tive prints and knitted works; 
Rehman’s sensual clay figures, 
often just faces and hands — and 
thought it would be perfect for 
what he had in mind: an exhibit 
of inspiring artworks based on 
the stories of Burlington-area survivors 
of sexual abuse. 

Hunter was right on. Rehman’s and 
MacDonald’s work will be on display at 
Frog Hollow in Burlington starting April 
1, in a show called "Transcendence; 


Mooring the Storm.” The artists will 
spend two days a week at the gallery 
until the end of the month, developing 
and installing more pieces, until they 
have a body of work to tour the state. 
The show will end a year from now as 
a permanent installation at the WRCC. 

Initially, the artists had planned on 
creating work inspired by the 
written stories of sexual-abuse 
survivors. But the eight women 
and one man who volunteered 
for the project had a better idea: 
They wanted to sit down with Rehman 
and MacDonald and share their stories 

“This is more than I signed up for,” 
Rehman recalls thinking at first. But it 
wasn’t long before he realized the art 
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Hollow 


d emerges with wings. 
Lehman drew a mas- 
sive dragonfly lifting a 
fragile-looking, curled- 
up human body. 
MacDonald will print 
images of the insects 
on silk, which she'll 
hang in layers at the 
gallery. 


The i 


would be much richer 
for the face time. 

And that listening to other 
survivors’ stories would 
be transformational for 
the artists, too. 

The interviews began 
last fall. Both MacDonald 
and Rehman had partici- 
pated in or led workshops 
with other survivors in 
the past, so the terri- 
tory wasn’t entirely new. 

MacDonald kept this goal 
in mind: “How do we 
honor this person and have them leave 
[this interview] whole and not a mess?” 


YOUR LIFE, IN 
WAYS, STARTS 
COMING APART. AT 


nterviewed said he 
felt like he was missing 
a piece, so they incorpo- 
rated puzzle pieces into 
their work, too. Rehman drew a 
ted man whose tiny jigsaw bits 
have come loose and 
dropped to the floor. 
MacDonald created a 
9-by-160-inch timeline 
of the healing process: 
At one end of the print, 
paper dolls printed 
with puzzle pieces 
stand upright, holding 
hands. As the timeline 
progresses, they begin 
to drift apart, their 
pieces separating. 

This is the denial 
phase, MacDonald 
explains. “That can 
go on for a long time,” 
she says. "Your life, in 
ways, starts coming 
point it’s just so painful 
lething about it." On 


The artists trained with WRCC director her timeline, the dolls eventually st 


of education and outreach tony moulton, 
who accompanied them at each inter- 
view in a “safe space” at the center. 

The results, so far, are based largely 
on dreams that interviewees shared. 
Rehman, who usually works in clay, has 
made a few small sculptures: a woman 
curled in a nest, incubating like a baby 
bird; two women fused at the waist, 
holding on to each other’s arms in a 
seesaw shape, as if mutually drawing 
strength. 

He’s also done a series of pencil 
drawings, a departure from his typical 
work. “They're almost like crime-scene 
drawings," Rehman says. In one, a naked 
woman sits on the edge of a tree stump, 
using a branch to fish in the dark pool of 
her own shadow. 

In one interview, a woman told the 
artists that she'd dreamed of a huge 
cloud of dragonflies swarming around 
her and transforming her. Both Rehman 
and MacDonald loved the image, the 
inherent drama in the life of that insect, 
which drops into the water as a larva 


reintegrating, with more vibrant colors 
than before. 

One woman told MacDonald and 
Rehman that her childhood sexual 
abuse stopped the day she got a lock on 
her bedroom door. So, MacDonald went 
searching for a door. She found one in 
the basement of the WRCC and took it 
to her studio to scratch it up and cover it 
in seven layers of paint. Then she cut out 
the silhouette of a person. She unraveled 
sweaters her mother and grandmother 
knitted for her over the years and plans 
to wrap the silhouette in the yarn. 

“In a lot of the stories, there were 
generations of abuse,” says MacDonald. 
“People were saying, ‘It’s going to stop 
here.”' © 
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Dear Cecil, 

In my office, I am exposed on 
a daily basis to the ramblings 
of one individual about how 
nuclear power is safer than 
fossil fuels, wind power and 
just about anything else you 
can name. Among his claims: 
Age-adjusted cancer rates 
in countries with nuclear 
facilities are not any higher: 
in fact, they are notably lower. 
Ukraine and Belarus, which 
received the majority of the 
Chernobyl contamination, 
have higher life expectancies 
than the other former Soviet 
republics. Wind emits three 
times the amount of green- 
house gases that nuclear 
power does. Decommissioning 
a wind-power site is at least as 
expensive as decommission- 
ing a nuclear plant and dispos- 
ing of the waste. I realize this 
is an atomic-sized request, 
but I would love to get to the 
bottom of this. 

Jason Constantine 

S omeday the nuclear- 
power industry is going 
to wise up and hire me 
as their spokesperson, 
because I’ve got the attitude 
of cheerful realism the job de- 
mands. Vague assurances, pleas 
to remain calm — that’s not going 
to cut it after what Japan has been 
through. Next time meltdown is 
imminent, I’ll walk to the podium 
and state confidently, “Folks, quit 
worrying. If history’s any guide, 
not that many people are going to 
get killed." 


It’s true. Nuclear power basi- 
cally has a bad PR problem stem- 
ming from the unfortunate mul- 
tiple uses of fission technology. 
No nation has searing memories 
of the devastation caused by a 
coal bomb. Nukes, on the other 
hand ... ’nuff said. But even in the 
worst-case scenario, you’re never 
going to get war-scale casualties 
from a reactor accident. 

Let’s talk about that worst 
case — Chernobyl. People today 
remember the 1986 meltdown of 
Reactor 4 in what was then the 
Ukrainian SSR as an unmitigated 
calamity. Bah. Had the thing been 


spun properly, the nuclear-power 
industry would have come out 
smelling like a rose. 

Chernobyl’s planners and 
operators did almost every pos- 
sible thing wrong, combining 
poor design with outrageous 
human error. The plant had no 
containment building to prevent 
radiation release in the event of 
an accident. The reactor design 
was inherently unstable — in 
most reactors, when the cool- 
ing water overheats and turns 
to steam, power output drops; 
at Chernobyl, overheating water 
meant power rose. Not good, 
but not yet disastrous. Then, one 
fateftil April day, technicians pur- 
posely disabled the backup cool- 
ing system, removed most of the 
control rods and switched off the 


power to the main cool- 
ing pumps to see what 
would happen. 

What happened 
that (duh) the 
reactor overheated, 
power output shot up 
to a hundred times 
normal, and the lid 
blew off the core, which 
then exploded again 
and caught fire. The 
exposed core burned 
for 10 days, spewing 
radioactive dust and 
smoke. Radioactive 
materials equal to 200 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki were re- 
leased. Fallout spread 
around the northern 
hemisphere, settling 
heavily on parts 
of Ukraine, Belarus and 
Russia, inhabited by five 
million people. 

So, after this carnival 
of incompetence, what 
happened? Thirty-one people 
died soon after the accident, most 
of acute radiation exposure, with 
perhaps a few more in the years 
since. More than 100 others suf- 
fered radiation injuries. Some 
6000 cases of thyroid cancer have 
been diagnosed in Ukrainians, 
Belarusians and Russians who 
were under 18 at the time, many 
likely stemming from radiation 
exposure via milk contaminated 
with radioactive iodine. However, 
only 15 deaths had been reported 
as of 2005 — thyroid cancer is 
readily treated. 

There's evidence of increased 
leukemia and cataracts among 
recovery workers who received 
higher doses, but no health ef- 
fects otherwise. (Experts project 



an eventual 4000 additional 
cancer deaths among the 600,000 
people most exposed — i.e., an 
increase of a few percent beyond 
the 100,000 cancer deaths you’d 
expect for this group.) An irregu- 
larly shaped “exclusion zone” of 
about 1700 square miles around 
the plant remains off limits to 
human habitation, 220,000 
people had to be permanently 
relocated, and agriculture is 
restricted, but vegetation and 
wildlife, for the most part, have 
thrived. 

That’s about it. Talk about 
blown opportunities. An astute 
nuke spokesperson might have 
said: “Look, here was a five-star 
fiasco, and the confirmed death 
toll is about the same as from 12 
hours of U.S. traffic accidents. Is 
that an outstanding safety record 
or what?” 

OK, your columnist is being 
sarcastic. Still, while I don’t have 
space for the complete compari- 
son of nukes vs. everything else 
you’re looking for, consider a 
few more numbers. Each year, 
on average, 35 U.S. coal miners 
are killed and 4000 are injured. 
In China, 2600 coal miners 
were killed in 2009, following 
3200 dead in 2008. (Recent U.S. 
uranium-mining deaths: zero.) 
Coal-burning power plants re- 
lease close to three times as much 
radioactivity as nuclear plants. I 
focus on coal because it’s the one 
other energy source we can count 
on to deliver a big piece of pre- 
dicted rising demand, but even 
solar cell manufacture involves 
toxic-waste production. 

Point is, there’s no risk-free 
way to do this. Is radiation sick- 
ness or cancer a horrible way to 
die? Yeah. So is black lung. © 
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Airborne Toxic Event 


I n Don DeLillo’s novel White Noise, 
a train tank car derails, releasing 
its contents — a chemical called 
Nyodene Derivative, or Nyodene D 
— in a black, billowing cloud. 

The narrator's son Heinrich reports 
that Nyodene D has been found to cause 
“urgent lumps” in rats. As for humans, no 
one is sure. The authorities at first warn 
of skin irritations and sweaty palms. 
Soon they issue a correction: Nyodene D 
doesn’t cause skin irritations and sweaty 
palms. It causes nausea, vomiting and 
shortness of breath. 

They also give the cloud a name: a 
“feathery plume.” 

Later, Heinrich tells his family the 
cloud is no longer a “feathery plume.” 

“What are they calling it?” asks the 
narrator, Jack. 

“A black, billowing cloud.” 
Searchlights scan the site. 
Helicopters hover. Fire engines, police 
vans and ambulances arrive. Men “in 
bright yellow Mylex suits and respirator 
masks [move] slowly through the lumi- 
nous haze, carrying death-measuring 
instruments.” 

On the radio, a “consumer affairs 
editor” discusses the effects of Nyodene 
D contamination: convulsions, coma or 
miscarriage. 

The feathery plume/black cloud 
is again renamed: “the airborne toxic 

People are evacuated. It begins to 
snow. They wonder if the snow contains 
Nyodene D. 

More updates arrive. The airborne 
toxic event doesn’t cause nausea, vomit- 
ing or shortness of breath. The symp- 
toms of contamination are, instead, heart 
palpitations and “a sense of deja vu." 

Vermonters who are watching 
Japan’s nightmare might have felt a 
scintilla of hope when the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission postponed re- 
licensing Vermont Yankee, Fukushima 
Daiichi’s equally evil twin. 

Unsurprisingly, the delay had noth- 
ing to do with caution. 

The commissioners, it turns out, had 
just had their hands full chiding the 
Japanese for underestimating the radio- 
active contamination and insufficiently 
protecting their people’s health and 
safety. Then NRC chair Gregory Jaczko 
came home and declared before a House 
Energy and Commerce subcommittee 
that “U.S. nuclear facilities remain safe.” 
That, Jaczko explained, is because 


the regulators calculate the risks by 
plumbing the geological and meteoro- 
logical history of a reactor’s region for 
the worst natural disaster that could 
occur there, and require that the facility 
be able to withstand such an assault, and 

Gazing back so many billions of 
years, perhaps the commission can be 
excused for forgetting more recent his- 
tory — which essentially teaches us that 
history teaches us only so much. Of the 
nuclear accidents so far, notes George 
Mason University anthropologist Hugh 
Gusterson in Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists, each “was unique, and each 
was supposed to be impossible.” 


Typical of pronukers’ Monday- 
morning head slapping, Vermont’s 
former techie-in-chief, Tom Evslin, 
blogs that “it seemed like a good idea” to 
store the spent rods at the plant tempo- 
rarily. But now, “with hindsight, it’s clear 
that a catastrophe which threatens the 
reactor may well also threaten the spent 
rods.” Who woulda thunk? 

The horror of an unprecedented 
event is not always the unpredecented 
part, though. The 1957 accident at the 
British Windscale reactor — where 
the graphite core melted and contami- 
nated the region for miles — ranked 5 
on the 7-point severity scale, just like 
Fukushima. 

The NRC remains confident. It has 
not yet conducted its 90-day investiga- 
tion of the events in Japan to gather 


intelligence about U.S. nukes, many of 
which are in their dotage and similar, if 
not identical, to Fukushima Daiichi. Yet 
the commission has already concluded 
that the crisis in Japan does not signal 
the need for any major changes in regu- 
latory practice here. 

As a gesture of kindness to the 
American people, commission inspec- 
tors are currently checking plants to see 
that temporary hoses and other emer- 
gency backup equipment are in place 
and workers know where they are. R. 
William Borchardt, NRC executive di- 
rector for operations, helpfully clarified 
the goal of this exercise: “to make sure 
[the measures] haven’t fallen into disuse 


because they haven’t been used.” 

I have read the NRC’s 2001 Vermont 
Yankee safety evaluation supplement, 
the document that grants Entergy per- 
mission to work the 40-year-old horse 
for another two decades. A former 
English major, I do not claim to under- 
stand much of it. But I can read dates, 
and I noticed that the plant’s safety 
inspection was completed in 2008, 
two years before those tritium leaks — 
and the company’s cover-up — were 
discovered. 

Revisiting that issue in 2011, the com- 
mission was satisfied with Entergy’s 
plans to inspect underground pipes 
more thoroughly and frequently in the 
future. There is no written commitment 
that company representatives will cease 
lying under oath. 


But white lies and short memories 
seem to be common in this industry’s 
culture. On November 22, 2009, after 
a radiation leak at Three Mile Island’s 
Unit 1 containment building, the NRC 
said the unit was slated for decommis- 
sioning when its license expired, ac- 
cording to CNN. Joining Unit 1 would 
be Unit 2 — scene of the 1979 meltdown 
— which had already been permanently 
shut down and emptied of foel, the NRC 
said. This statement was odd, as Exelon, 
TMI’s owner, had applied for a license 
renewal for Unit 1 in January 2008, 
and the commission had approved it on 
October 22, 2009, one month before the 
article appeared. 

These are the people, both industry 
executives and regulators, in whose 
hands lies the survival of the planet as 

In White Noise, the workers oversee- 
ing the evacuation during the airborne 
toxic event wear armbands bearing the 
word SIMUVAC. Jack asks one of them 
what it means. “Short for simulated 
evacuation,” the man replies. “A new 
state program they’re still battling over 
funds for.” 

“But this evacuation isn’t simulated,” 
says Jack. “It’s real.” 

“We know that. But we thought we 
could use it as a model." 

To watch the smooth-talking, ex- 
traordinarily smooth-headed NRC 
commissioner Jaczko insisting that we 
are perfectly safe is to wonder if any 
of these guys knows we are witnessing 
the real, apocalyptic thing. How much 
closer to Doomsday do we have to get 
before they — and we — stop trusting 
the massive tin cans of combustible 
death littering our landscape? When, I 
ask you, are policy makers going to evi- 
dence a modicum of appropriate dread? 

Perhaps the nuclear club simply has 
a robust appreciation for the absurd. For 
instance, a large portion of the NRC’s 
2011 Vermont Yankee report concerns 
a category of regulatory review called, 
with DeLillovian resonance, Generic 
Aging Lessons Learned. 

Throughout the document the term 
is referred to by its acronym: GALL. ® 
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III drive past this thing all the 
I time, and I am dying to know 
I what it is. None of my friends 
I can identify this thing, either. 
There’s even a foreboding sign near the 
road telling passersby not to enter.” 

So wrote a Seven Days reader who 
regularly commutes past rolling fields on 
Dorset Street in Shelburne. What puzzles 
him is the “Jetsons”-esque building 
standing on a hill on the road’s west side. 
Crowned by a white capsule and a ring of 
inward- facing white cubes, the structure 
is almost disorienting at first glance, like 
a blip in the space-time continuum. The 
entire thing is necklaced by a quaint 
wooden fence, as if someone tried, in 
vain, to make it look like it belonged in 
this farming landscape. 

At the foot of the hill, a menacing sign 
commands in red block letters, “STOP! 
This road is PRIVATE. Land on both 
sides of road is POSTED. No Hunting • 
No Shooting • No Trespassing. Violators 
will be prosecuted.” 

One recent, gloomy March afternoon, 
I rolled my car past a string of these 
warnings. No sentries or black vehicles 
were in sight, just the lonely and 
seemingly orphaned station. The only 
sign of life was a low-swooping hawk. 
Yet the hill was so exposed that I felt 
like I was being watched — by a camera, 
maybe, or someone at the windows of a 
nearby home. The approach reminded 
me of driving up to Stonehenge for the 
first time, its silent bulk reaching toward 
the sky. 

Closer still, more signs warned that 
meddling with the building’s operation 
could result in loss of human life, and that 
I was now liable to be prosecuted under 
federal law. One sign also yielded a clue: 
If I parked within 500 feet, "disruption of 
aircraft navigation signals may occur.” 

I snapped a few hasty photos and 
retreated. Googling “air navigation” and 


space-age, 
sombrero-like 
structure on 
Dorset Street? 




“Shelburne” in various combinations 
produced nothing useful. When I went 
to the Shelburne town office, though, 
town clerk Colleen Haag waved her hand 
nonchalantly and said, “Oh, the VORTAC 
tower. Follow me.” 

Never heard of VORTAC? Neither 
had I. It’s an acronym for Very High 
Frequency Omnidirectional Range 
Tactical Air Navigation. The first half 
of that complicated moniker refers to 
civilian air traffic, the second half to 
TAC AN, the tactical air navigation system 
used by military aircraft. VORTAC 
towers, I learned, make up the spine of 
the United States’ air navigation system, 
built in the 1950s and '60s to guide 
aircraft safely to their destinations. The 
antiquated architecture hasn't changed 

Those little white cubes that look like 
lights? They're actually 16 tiny antennae, 


valuable in times of bad weather or 
instrument malfunction. The tower’s 
nearest cousins are in Montpelier and 
Plattsburgh. 

So, what resembles a vintage 
government outpost is actually a buzzing 
organism that transmits bearing and 
distance information to pilots as they 
approach Burlington International 
Airport. “It is essential for navigation 
in this area” if a pilot is relying on 
instruments, explained Shelburne Flight 
School owner Paul Potter in a phone 
conversation. 

The frequency pilots tune into to hear 
the beacon, he said, is 117.50. When they 
find it, they capture a series of signals that 
guide them through a safe Burlington 
approach. Without it, pilots would use 
visual reckoning or have to rely on the 
busy Burlington Airport Control Tower. 
The unmanned VORTAC station can 
guide dozens of aircraft at a time, up to a 
distance of 100 miles away. 

Shelburne’s VORTAC tower — which 
shares its bizarre design with hundreds 
of brethren nationwide — was built in 
1958 on land belonging to Philiza and 
Blanche Lamothe. The Lamothes had 
owned the lonesome tract since 1919, 
and in 1975 they sold an easement to the 
federal government for $52,910. 


One of the adjoining tracts now 
belongs to Bill Bissonette, a co-owner 
of Al’s French Frys in South Burlington. 
Though he said it “looks like a bomb 
site” and that maintenance folks come 
and go regularly, Bissonette added that 
the structure emits no sound and has 
no negative impact on its surroundings. 
However, he was dismayed that tree 
surgeons appeared a few weeks ago 
to clear-cut the brush boundary that 
obscured his view of the tower. “No 
question it was overkill,” said Bissonette, 
“but at the end of the day, you can’t argue 
with the U.S. government." 

As air control migrates toward GPS- 
based systems, Bissonette wondered if 
the antiquated VORTAC towers may be 
phased out 

“There’s been talk of replacing these 
for the last 30 or 40 years,” said Eddie 
Cyr, service manager for the Burlington 
control tower. But, it appears, engineers ™ 
nailed the design the first time around. 2 
“Pilots still use these all of the time,” Cyr | 
said. © < 
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A shley Kisonak normally enjoys 
her Monday afternoon piano 
lessons. But her parents, Nancy 
and Rick Kisonak of South 
Burlington, can’t really describe 
much that happens in the life 
of their 17-year-old autistic daughter 
as “normal.” Every day is a crapshoot. 
Some go smoothly. Others are like today. 

Ashley’s music lesson has just begun, 
but already she is restless and unwilling 
to sit at the piano. Her cheeks are 
flushed and streaked with tears as she 
struggles to express her emotions. She 
paces restlessly and repeats fragments 
of sentences spoken by others, in a high- 
pitched voice that trails off at the end, as 
though she were falling off a cliff. 

“For some reason,” Nancy explains, 
“she’s really agitated today.” 

“Really agitated today,” mimics 
Ashley. 

“Usually, this is her happy hour,” 
Nancy adds. 

“Happy hour,” Ashley answers, her 
arms outstretched toward her mother. 
For a moment, Ashley seems ready 
to strike Nancy, then checks herself. 
Mother and daughter embrace, forehead 
to forehead, as Nancy strokes her hair. 
Rick watches silently from one comer. 
His composure suggests he's seen this 
behavior before. 


when the girl began exhibiting what 
one psychiatrist identified as “catatonic 
freezing behaviors”: Essentially, Ashley 
became robotic and wouldn’t move, 
speak, blink or even swallow her saliva 
without being prompted. 

A child-and-adolescent psychiatrist 
at the Vermont Department of 
Health traced Ashley's behavioral 
deterioration to her instruction at 
South Burlington High School. “We can 
state with certainty that the current 


the biggest challenge the school board 
faces when it comes to providing 
special-ed services?” he doesn’t point 
to the growing number of students 
being diagnosed with autism-spectrum 
disorder, or the unfunded mandates 
from the federal government to 
"mainstream” kids in public schools, or 
the rising cost of providing intensive, 
wraparound services to high-needs kids. 

“The leading challenge for us is 
what I would call ‘chronic parental 


Is South Burlington failing its 
special-education students? 


out tens of thousands of dollars of their 
own money on specialists to ensure their 
daughter reaches her full potential. 

The Kisonaks and the district have 
also spent sizable sums on lawyers. 
To say that the couple has challenged 
the special-ed services their daughter 
receives in South Burlington is an 
understatement. So, too, is describing as 
dysfunctional the relationship between 
them and the district — in particular, its 
director of educational support systems, 
Joanne Godek. The situation became 
so toxic last fall that, for a time, the 
Kisonaks were banned from entering 
their daughter’s school altogether, under 
penalty of arrest for criminal trespass. 

Little wonder that Greenblatt also 
writes, "I cannot emphasize strongly 
enough my concern about the current 
and ongoing level of conflict that is, and 
has been, occurring between Ashley’s 
parents and her school district." 
Greenblatt recommended that Ashley 
be transferred to another district or a 
private setting for her own good. 

Special-needs children can place 
enormous physical, psychological and 
financial stress on their families. That's 
been especially true for the Kisonaks, 
whose personal and professional lives 
have been torn asunder by their years 
of full-time advocacy for Ashley. To an 
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BY KEN PICARD 


5 “I’m sorry,” Nancy says calmly, 
g “I’m sorry," Ashley repeats. “I’m 
= crying. Why am I crying?” 

“You’re upset,” her mother explains. 
° “Maybe we can feel better.” 

“Feel better." 

w Echolalia, or “echo talk,” is a common 
5 symptom of autism, but Ashley’s is 
z a relatively new development in the 
S last few months. According to Mary 
Wilson, a renowned speech-language 
pathologist and professor emerita at 
the University of Vermont, Ashley’s 
language skills “plateaued” in 2007 and 
have “regressed a great deal" since. 

9j Wilson, who’s worked with Ashley 
< since 1997, can't explain the backsliding, 
5 though it loosely coincided with a period 


token system that has been developed 
and implemented for Ashley as part of 
her behavior plan has been ineffective 
and has led to a loss of her volitional 
responses," Jeanne Greenblatt wrote 
in a 2008 psych evaluation. “I strongly 
feel at this time her behavioral and 
academic programming should be 
redesigned...” 

Greenblatt’s words confirmed the 
Kisonaks' suspicions about South 
Burlington and its special-ed program. 
They are one of a handful of families 
in the district who have complained 
bitterly about the quality of instruction 
their children receive there. 

In fact, when school board chair 
Richard Cassidy is asked, “What is 


unhappiness' with the system,” Cassidy 
says. ‘We have a small number of parents 
who are very unhappy with the sendees 
that their kids receive and are very vocal 
about their unhappiness ... And some 
of the very same parents who were 
chronically unhappy with us today were 
chronically unhappy with us 10 years 
ago.” Among them, he acknowledges, 
are the Kisonaks. 

Wilson and Greenblatt aren’t the 
only outside experts the Kisonaks have 
consulted to address the developmental 
needs of their daughter. In addition 
to the district-funded team of clinical 
psychologists, behavioral consultants 
and special educators who work with 
Ashley, the Kisonaks have also shelled 


outside observer, it’s impossible to know 
whether the couple’s mental anguish is a 
cause of their woes or a product of them. 
The truth probably lies somewhere in 
between. 

But South Burlington school 
administrators insist it isn’t accurate, 
or fair, to characterize the Kisonaks’ 
relationship with the district as typical 
of what other parents of special-needs 
children experience there. As SBSD 
superintendent John Everitt writes 
in an email, “I cannot remember 
a time when, as a Vermont special 
education administrator, principal 
or superintendent, every family was 
satisfied. Far and away, most families 
of children with disabilities are very 



satisfied with South Burlington special 
education.” 

A more typical parent, they suggest, 
is Miriam Vega, whose 11-year-old son, 
Thomas, was diagnosed with autism 
when he was 18 months old. The Vegas 
moved to South Burlington from New 
York City because of what they had 
heard about the district’s special-ed 
program. 

‘‘Oh, my God. They've been amazing!” 
Vega says. “I can’t tell you how beyond 
satisfied I am. They bend over backward 
for us ... If you have a child with special 
needs, the best place to go is South 
Burlington.” 

I n the world of public-education fi- 
nancing, special education is the ele- 
phant in the living room. In Vermont, 
a “neurotypical” child costs districts 
about $15,000 a year to educate. It's not 
uncommon for the intensive needs of a 
student such as Ashley to cost $200,000 
or more. Yet, by law, discussions of fund- 
ing or cost may not enter the discussion, 
at least with parents. 

With more than 230 school districts 
in Vermont, why shine a spotlight on 
South Burlington? By most objective 
measurements published on the 
Vermont Department of Education's 
website, the district’s special-ed 
students neither overachieve nor 
underperform compared to statewide 
averages. Nor does the state designate 
South Burlington as an excessively high- 
spending or low-spending district when 
it comes to special ed. 

Yet, when things have gone wrong in 
South Burlington’s special-ed program, 
they have gone very wrong. And the 
shortcomings cannot be blamed on 
lack of resources. In many respects, no 
district in the state is better positioned 
to provide special-ed services. South 
Burlington is in the middle of the most 
populous county in the state, in close 
proximity to numerous mental health, 
education and medical professionals and 
institutions. Its educators are among the 
highest paid in Vermont. 

Demographically, South Burlington is 
predominantly white, affluent and well 
educated. Historically, its voters usually 
pass the school budget. Parents are 
generally supportive of, and participate 
in, the education and extracurricular 
activities of their children. This may 
also explain why some parents are 
particularly strident in their advocacy 
— they have the time, knowledge and 

That said, schools aren’t always 
receptive to parents challenging their 
special-ed recommendations. In fact, 
one unnamed consultant in Chittenden 


County suggests that the more affluent 
districts with the highest skill sets and 
resources are often the most resistant, 
under the guise that “they know best” 

Christine Kilpatrick is the family- 
support director at the Vermont Family 
Network, a statewide nonprofit that 
advocates for parents of children with 
special health and education needs. 
Kilpatrick won’t comment on a specific 
family or school, but says that even one 
bad experience in a district may be just 
the tip of the iceberg. 

“If there’s one family that's 
struggling, we don’t average that out,” 
says Kilpatrick, who, like everyone else 
working at the Vermont Family Network, 
is the parent of a special-needs child. "If 
there’s one school district that’s done a 
stellar job with 200 kids but there’s one 


child who is consistently blocked access 
to what they need, that's a problem.” 

T o understand the Kisonaks’ fiery 
passion, it’s critical to know what 
lit the match. When Ashley was 5 
years old and attending Orchard 
Elementary School, the couple learned 
of an instructional videotape that had 
been made of their daughter, which was 
to be used by behavioral consultants on 
her 1EP team. 

The IEP, or Individualized Education 
Program, is the basic tool of special 
education. It’s a legally binding, 
constantly evolving document that spells 
out in detail each student’s education 
goals and how the school plans to 
achieve them. Under the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act, all 


special-needs children are guaranteed 
a “free, appropriate public education” 
to prepare them for further education, 
employment and independent living 
as adults. When parents sue over their 
child’s special ed, it typically involves 
perceived shortcomings in the IEP. 

When Nancy Kisonak asked to see 
the tape, she witnessed what she calls 
“horrific abuse” of her daughter during 
one of her tantrums. According to her 
account, the tape revealed staff dragging 
Ashley around the room, holding 
her down on the floor, sitting on her, 
slamming her into a metal chair and 
laughing as she soiled herself. 

The Kisonaks filed a lawsuit against 
the district and several of its employees 
— including Joanne Godek, who at the 
time was Ashley’s case manager. The 
lawsuit accused the school staff of child 
abuse and the unlawful use of potentially 
lethal physical restraints. 

The Kisonaks' case took three years 
to settle out of court. The terms of the 
settlement are confidential, as is the 
videotape purportedly showing Ashley's 
ordeal. However, a sworn deposition, 
by a clinical psychologist who watched 
the tape, William Halikias of Guilford, 
supports the Kisonaks' description of 
events. 

In the last 12 years, no further 
allegations of cruelty toward or improper 
restraint of Ashley have surfaced. 
Nevertheless, the Kisonaks have filed 
other grievances, both at the state and 
federal levels, against the school district. 
Many were based on what they charged 
were deficiencies in her IEP, as well as 
their belief that the district, and Godek, 
have retaliated against them for the 
lawsuit many years ago. 

Notably, in 2005, the Kisonaks filed 
a complaint with the U.S. Department 
of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, 
claiming that their daughter was being 
denied a “fair, appropriate public 
education,” as guaranteed by federal law. 

Federal OCR investigations are 
uncommon, and rulings in favor of 
parents even rarer. According to a 
U.S. DOE spokesperson, of the 114 
complaints brought against Vermont 
school districts since 2001, only 10 have 
led to a determination that the district 
was out of compliance with federal law. 
Five of those 114 complaints that alleged 
disability discrimination were filed 
against the South Burlington School 
District. In only two of those — including 
the Kisonaks' — did the parents prevail. 
In Ashley’s case, the South Burlington 
district was not in compliance with 
federal law. 
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The OCR identified five areas in 
which the district didn't follow Ashley's 
IEP. However, the 14-page ruling also 
found “insufficient evidence” to support 
the Kisonaks’ claim of retaliation. 

For their part, SBSD's 
administration, school board and staff 
have struggled for years to maintain 
a working relationship with the 
Kisonaks, as evidenced by emails 
and other communiques between the 
district and the family. The situation 
became so adversarial last year that, 
in September, superintendent John 
Everitt issued a four-page memo to his 
staff spelling out specific guidelines for 
communicating with the couple. 

Among other things, the Kisonaks 
were limited to three visits to Ashley’s 
school within a 30-school-day period 
and were required to give at least three 
school days’ advance notice of their 
intent to observe their daughter in 
school. Those visits were also limited 
to two hours and required constant 
staff supervision. As Everitt wrote in his 
memo: 

“Given staff reports that they do 
not feel safe during observations and 
interactions with the Kisonaks, that staff 
feel that their own words, actions atid 
motives are frequently misstated by the 
Kisonaks, and that staff feel that they 
are wrongly accused of wrongdoing by 
the parents, the school will assign a staff 
member to accompany the [Kisonaks] 
during all observations.” 

In November, after someone 
at South Burlington High School 
accused the Kisonaks of violating their 
visitation policy, a South Burlington 
police officer issued the couple a 
“notice of trespass warning” that 
barred them from school grounds, 
under penalty of arrest. The Kisonaks 
vociferously objected, and the no- 
trespass order was later rescinded. 

Today, Everitt won’t comment on the 
Kisonaks or other “confidential matters” 
related to their daughter. Nor will 
Godek, who now oversees all of SBSD's 
special-ed services for five public 
schools and more than 200 students, 
including Ashley Kisonak. 

For his part, Everitt describes Godek 
as “an excellent school administrator” 
and a “valuable leader in South 
Burlington” who has made “substantial 
improvements in the delivery of support 
services for children with disabilities” in 
the district. 

School board chair Cassidy echoes 
that endorsement of Godek, saying 
the board has been “very pleased” 


with her performance, though he does 
acknowledge past points of friction. 

“Before Joanne was promoted to 
her current position, I think there was 
a feeling that she was technically very 
strong but that she did not get along well 
with some of the parents,” Cassidy says. 
“But, she did some work to try and learn 
to deal more effectively with parents, 
and we feel that work has paid off. Not 
in all cases, obviously." 

I s the Kisonaks' experience in South 
Burlington an aberration? Not ac- 
cording to Linda Luxenberg, whose 
severely autistic son, Travis, received 
special-ed services through SBSD ear- 
lier this decade. 

In 2007, Luxenberg filed a federal 
complaint with the OCR, alleging her 
son had been denied a fair, appropriate 
public education. It was discovered that 


advocates for their kids, they often feel 
as if they are under siege. It’s as though 
“you’re walking around with a bull's 
eye on you if you dare to stand up for 
yourself,” she says. 

For her part, Luxenberg has nothing 
positive to say about Godek, describing 
her as “antiparent.” She says she would 
“cheer on anyone who can assist in 
removing her influence.” 

It's not just parents of children with 
autism who express dissatisfaction. 
Nancy Osborne's son, Chris, suffers from 
athetoid cerebral palsy, a debilitating 
condition that confines him to a 
wheelchair and makes it impossible 
for him to speak or write without a 
computerized device similar to the one 
used by physicist Stephen Hawking. 

Chris, now 25, graduated from South 
Burlington High School three years 
ago. Although he has severe physical 
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over the course of two years, 2003 and 
2004, a speech-language pathologist 
billed SBSD more than $7000 for services 
Travis never got. The OCR awarded 
the family 250 hours of compensatory 
services. That was a front-page news 
story at the time. 

Although Luxenberg’s experience 
appeared to be an isolated case of 
fraud, a report from the Vermont 
attorney general’s office criticized South 
Burlington’s “weak administration 
and poor oversight," which “not only 
failed the individual student, but also 
negatively impacted the ability of the 
state to take further [legal] action.” 

Luxenberg holds a master’s degree in 
special education and was an expert in 
autism even before her son was born — 
she recently published a book of essays 
by Vermonters called Speaking Out: 
Vermont Adults with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, about shortcomings in 
the state’s approach to the disability. 
She says when parents become vocal 


challenges and needs total assistance to 
be fed, dressed and transferred, he has a 
high IQ and, according to his mother, a 
wide range of interests. 

Chris had a wonderful experience 
in elementary school, Osborne recalls, 
but she calls middle school a “disaster.” 
While Chris was still in the fifth grade, 
she remembers attending monthly 
meetings from January until June to 
discuss Chris' upcoming transition to 
middle school. At the time, Osborne 
assumed all of her son’s specialized 
needs — laptop, wheelchair ramps, 
customized toilet — would be in place 
come September. 

“I stopped by on my way to work his 
first day of middle school, and there was 
nothing set up. Nothing at all,” Osborne 
recalls. Despite frequent reassurances 
by the principal, “He didn’t have a toilet 
seat for four months." Osborne says her 
son trained himself not to drink during 
school hours to avoid accidents. 

High school was even worse, she 


says. “We were supposed to get all this 
help,” she recalls, “and little by little, it 
all went away.” At the time, Chris had 
a nurse who helped get him ready for 
school each morning. As Chris traveled 
the interstate to school, he would often 
ask his nurse to play a song that he says 
described his attitude about high school: 
AC/DC’s “Highway to Hell.” 

Osborne also had problems with 
Chris’ IEP, and eventually discovered 
that tens of thousands of dollars were 
being billed to the district by an outside 
agency, “which will remain nameless,” 
in her son’s name for services he never 
received. She filed an administrative 
complaint against the district with the 
Vermont DOE. But even after the state 
ruled in her favor, Osborne claims that 
little changed. 

“The guy down at the Department 
of Education in Montpelier who 
investigated said to me, ‘People think 
we’re like a shining knight on a white 
horse coming in to rescue them and 
everything is going to be better,’ and it’s 
not,” she says. 

Osborne acknowledges the 
difficulties of providing for her son’s 
intensive needs, including a three- 
month learning curve by staff just to 
figure out how to deal with Chris' many 
physical challenges. “Some teachers 
were just great,” she emphasizes. “Then 
there were others who didn’t even know 
he knew how to write.” 

Today, Osborne still cannot 
understand why her dealings with the 
district were always so adversarial. 

“I had high hopes for [Chris] being 
able to do more stuff as he got older,” 
she says, choking back tears. “But by the 
time we were done there, they didn't 
want to talk to me or deal with me. It had 
become very antagonistic. 

“The school system failed my 
son terribly.” 


W ithout question, special educa- 
tion is often adversarial. As 
school board chair Cassidy, who 
is an attorney, explains, it was 
designed that way. 

“That has a good side and a bad side,” 
he says. It’s a good thing because, when 
parents and educators are considering 
something as important as a child's 
future, parents don’t have to blindly 
accept what they're told by the school 
and “just stuff it,” he says. 

“But, I also think it has a downside,” 
Cassidy continues, “because the 
message is communicated to parents 
that they’ll get more if they use the 
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adversarial system. So, that encourages 
some people to be adversarial.” 

After parents have exhausted their 
options at the local level, they can file 
for a “due process hearing,” which is 
like a minitrial. However, it can be very 
costly and time consuming, according to 
Hinesburg attorney Eileen Blackwood, 
one of only a few private lawyers in the 
state who handles such cases. Many 
parents simply cannot afford to go this 
route — nor can many lawyers afford to 
take on these cases, because they rarely 
result in cash settlements, according 
to Blackwood. 



Understandably, virtually all the 
special-ed consultants who were 
contacted for this story who work 
in South Burlington were unwilling 
to speak on the record for fear of 
compromising those relationships. 
But one local consultant summed up 
what was reported by two others: 
“South Burlington is known as one of 
the most difficult places to advocate in 
Chittenden County.” 

I n early March, the Vermont DOE 
completed its investigation of yet 
another administrative complaint 
the Kisonaks filed against the dis- 
trict. This one alleged the district was 
not adequately preparing Ashley for 
her transition to adulthood. A state in- 
vestigator agreed, concluding that the 
district was “not in compliance with the 
relevant state and federal regulations 
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She explains, “Often what happens 
is, when they’re partly through it, if the 
district thinks it’s losing, it will offer a 
settlement. Meanwhile, the parents 
have expended tens of thousands of 
dollars that they can’t recover. They 
can’t get their attorney fees unless 
they go all the way through, and they 
can’t continue going through if the 
school district gives up.” 

The Kisonaks say they've opted for 
mediation rather than rolling the dice 
on a due process hearing. 

Blackwood says she personally 
sees more cases coming from South 
Burlington than elsewhere. But that 
may be a function of where she works, 
and word of mouth. “Once you handle 
one case,” she adds, “families spread 
your name around.” 
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and that corrective actions 
are needed.” 

“I can absolutely promise 
you that we do not expect 
a cure for autism, and we do not 
expect anything unrealistic," Nancy 
Kisonak emphasizes. “We’re not trying 
to dictate instruction. I really don't 
care whether they use this reading 
method or that reading method, as long 
as it's evidence based and it’s humane.” 

Meanwhile, as Ashley wraps up her 
Monday afternoon music lesson, her 
teacher plays a CD that not only soothes 
the girl but gets her singing along and, 
eventually, smiling. The song is “Day by 
Day,” from the play Godspell. 

For the Kisonaks — and other families 
with special-needs kids — it could be the 
theme song of their life. © 

Disclosure: Ashley Kisonak’s father, Rick, 
is a freelance film critic for Seven Days. 



C haka Khan’s “I Feel for You" blasts 
from Radio Bean’s sound system 
as I mount the bike positioned 
in the middle of the stage. It’s 
an appropriately punchy soundtrack for 
striding into battle. 

I adjust the toe clips so they’re snug 
around my feet. I take a few practice pedal 
strokes. The straps seem secure enough. If 
they’re not, oh, well — this bike race is only 
13 seconds long. There's not much time to 
worry during Mad Dashes, Burlington’s 
new bike roller-race series. 

"It’s a really good idea to stretch before 
you get up here,” the cafe’s owner, Lee 
Anderson, reminds the growing crowd. 

Too late. I’m already in the saddle, 
ready to mash the pedals. 

The audience standing around the stage 
counts down — three, two, one, go! I’m off. 

I ride the bike like I stole it. Of course, 

I’m not going anywhere, but 

neither is my competitor, who 

is perched on the bike beside H § 1 1 I 

mine, wild eyed, spinning 

her legs in a speed-freak 

frenzy. In races like these, the 

bikes are stationary, fixed to a steel frame 

weighted down with sandbags. 

"It’s like sprinting on a stationary bike 
with a computer telling us who has won,” 
Anderson tells onlookers. “It’s as simple as 
that.” 

With my head down and my elbows 
tucked to my sides, I hammer away, well 
off the beat of the music. It feels like I’m on 
the bike forever. In reality, the race is only 
250 meters — slightly more than half the 
distance around a running track. 

“I feel for you/ 1 think I love you,” belts 
Chaka Khan. 

At this point, I don’t love anybody. 
Roller races — or Goldsprints, the 
contemporary name for these events — are 
meant to hurt. But with the pain comes the 
potential for glory. 

Mad Dashes is most certainly about the 
glory. It's also about getting people’s legs 
moving before bike season begins, a spring 
tune-up of sorts. 

Roller races have a long history in the 
cycling world, and bicycle rollers have 
been used as an indoor training tool since 
competitive cycling began. To use rollers, 
a cyclist places the bike atop a series of 
cylinders or drums. This allows the user 
to ride the bike without moving forward, 
assuming he or she has enough balance to 
keep it from toppling over. 

Goldsprints, which get their name from 
a popular Swiss beer, use a contraption 
similar to traditional bike rollers. For these 
races, the bikes' front wheels are removed, 
and the forks are attached to the steel roller 
frame. The rear wheels still spin on rollers, 
which are hooked up to a device that 
measures distance and speed. The whole 
apparatus is connected to a computer and 
a projector that displays each rider's time. 
The bikes used for the Mad Dashes, 


Sprint Finish 

Burlington’s Mad Dashes calls for insane leg work 

BY LAUREN OBER 


which sit side by side on the rollers, are 
Origin 8 Del Pasados — one white and one 
black — geared so riders can reach speeds 
of nearly 50 miles per hour. “It’s just 
ridiculous. It’s wild,” 
says Hunt Manley, 
one of the event's 
organizers. 

Depending on the 
turnout, Mad Dashes 
can feature three 
race categories: 

250, 500 and 2000 
meters. Obviously, 
says Manley, the 
2000-meter distance 
is a killer - a two- 
minute-plus, redline 

effort. The last time two cyclists attempted 
that distance at Mad Dashes, one of them 
vomited halfway through. 

Mad Dashes was started by the 
mechanics at Old Spokes Home as a way 
to build “some preseason excitement," says 
Glenn Eames, owner of the Burlington 
bike shop. It’s a good way to help people 
shake off the winter chill and look forward 
to the coming cycling season. In recent 
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years, Goldsprint races have popped up 
in every major city, and 2010 saw the 
inaugural running of the Goldsprints 
World Championships in Las Vegas. 

“It's an old 
Eames 


tradition,” 

explains. “It's not 
really about winning, 
but spinning as fast 
as you can.” 

Tell that to the 
guys blazing on the 
bikes at the Bean, 
spinning so fast the 
cranks look like 
they're going to melt. 
They want to win. 

But, unlike at 
typical bike races, here there is no Spandex 
to be seen. Every one of the 15 competitors 
is clad in jeans, T-shirt and sneakers, 
except for a dude in overalls — and Bill 
Lockwood, who came right from work 
wearing an Oxford shirt and duck boots. 

Lockwood’s choice of attire doesn’t 
seem to hold him back. He smokes his 
competition in the first race, pedaling 250 
meters in just 11.79 seconds. Only a few 
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other riders come close to that sub-12- 
second result 

One of the speedsters chasing 
Lockwood is Chris Norris. In his first race, 
he pushes so hard that his black beanie 
pops right off his head. The key to winning 
a Goldsprint, he counsels, is the start “It 
definitely helps to start to sprint right off 
the bat. It’s just balls to the wall,” Norris 
says, panting a little from his first race. 

For Lockwood, the trick is getting 
a good jump right away. Literally, he 
pounces on the pedals. He tries to keep 
his weight back, but the force of his pedal 
strokes sends him lurching forward on the 
saddle. “I feel like I'm sliding off a roof,” 
he says, also breathing hard a couple of 
minutes after his qualifying ride. 

There’s a collegial feel to Mad Dashes. 
People are draining beers and egging on 
their friends before hopping on stage for 
their own go with the bikes. That’s why 
Goldsprints are held at bars or other social 
venues — for the community feel. So far, 
the Mad Dashes series has taken place at 
the Monkey House in Winooski, as well as 
at Radio Bean. The next race, on April 1, is 
at Burlington’s Manhattan Pizza. 

When I reach the end of my race, a guy 
taps my handlebars, and I ease up on the 
pedals. I steal a quick glance at the screen 
behind me where our times are projected. 
I won, but barely — the margin of victory is 
just a few tenths of a second. 

Stepping off the bike, I feel wobbly. I'm 
gulping air like a fish flopping on a boat 
deck. The win means I get to race again. 

My second race — set to the tune of 
Heart's galloping rock anthem “Barracuda" 
— goes much like the first, except that I 
lose. I’m one second behind, which is the 
equivalent of an hour when a Goldsprint 
race is over in less time than it takes to pull 

I slide off the bike and slink back to 
my seat to watch the remaining races. In 
the final men’s contest, Lockwood takes 
on Norris. Anderson flips on the disco 
ball, which showers the stage in twinkling 
colored lights. “As if it wasn’t nauseating 
enough,” he quips into the mike. The 
crowd counts down, and the men are off, 
each looking more feral by the second. 

In just 11.5 seconds, it’s over. 
Questionable footwear be damned, 
Lockwood prevails as the winner of the 
night And after four sprints, the only mad 
dash he's making is to the bar. © 








W hen Wanda Audette’s 
adopted daughter 
was 15, she received a 
MySpace message out 
of the blue from her birth mother. 
The message included the woman’s 
phone number and home address, 
suggested they meet up, and advised 
the girl not to tell her parents. “She 
wanted to have a secret relationship,” 
says Audette. 

Luckily, Audette's daughter 
was savvy — or simply skeptical 
— enough to tell her parents right 
away. Audette called the birth 
mother and told her that a secret 
relationship was unacceptable. The 
daughter blocked the woman on 
MySpace, and the family emerged 
from the situation relatively 
unscathed. 

Not all online confrontations 
involving adoptive families go so 
smoothly. As the director of adop- 
tion services at the Lund Family 
Center in Burlington, over the last 
year Audette has dealt increasingly 
with the emotional fallout that 
follows such discoveries. Just last 
week, she took 10 frantic phone 
calls from people who were pan- 
icking over a relative found via a 
social-networking site. 

Facebook has changed the 
landscape of adoption. Identifying 
information used to remain stored 
in vaults until adopted children 
came of age. Now most of it — ad- 
dresses, phone numbers, family 
photos — is just a mouse click 
away. All you need is a name. And, 
because it's so easy people on all 
sides of adoptions are bypassing 
the support systems that agencies 
and caseworkers have traditionally 
provided. 

When families choose to navi- 
gate a reintroduction, “You really 
need a third party that doesn’t 
have any kind of investment in the 
outcome, who's there to support 
and guide, make sure that everyone 
has an equal voice," says Audette. 

Now, adoption agencies are struggling 
to keep those supportive third parties 
in the loop. The Lund Family Center has 
started offering Internet-safety work- 
shops. Other agencies have gone further. 
Friends in Adoption in Middletown 


“Friending” 

Mother 

What happens when an adopted child, 
or a parent, finds birth relatives on Facebook? 


Springs recently implemented a strin- 
gent new policy: When birth and adop- 
tive parents sign their postadoption 
contracts, they agree to completely 
swear off all social networking — unless 
it’s on a closed, password-protected site 


— until six years later, when the contract 
is revisited. 

“I don’t want to micromanage any- 
one's life,” says the agency’s founder and 
director of postadoption services, Dawn 
Smith-Pliner. But, after watching the 


families she works withbecome more 
and more distressed by unwanted 
online contact, she’s decided that 
putting a moratorium on Facebook 
and the like is the best option. 

“Social networking has taken 
away the right of the child to be pri- 
vate,” says Smith-Pliner, who raised 
two adopted children herself. Every 
kid has a right to “own their own 
adoption,” she says, and that means 
deciding when, how and to whom 
they’d like to tell their story. 

Every kid is different, adoption 
agency officials say. Some are so 
open, they'll take their birth mothers 
to show-and-tell at school. Others 
prefer not to talk publicly about their 
adoptions. Throw Facebook into the 
mix, and suddenly the story is out 
of the kid’s hands. What if an adop- 
tive family invites their child’s birth 
mother to his birthday part)', and the 
next day Aunt Betty posts photos of it 
on Facebook? Whether the kid likes it 
or not, his relationship with his birth 
mother is now public. 

Social networking can complicate 
even open adoptions — in which the 
birth and adoptive parents have an 
agreed-on relationship that may in- 
clude anything from regular updates 
to occasional joint doctor’s-office 
visits. Smith-Pliner has watched 
adoptive and birth parents strike up 
relationships on Facebook before 
the baby is born. Before long, they’re 
writing on each other’s walls and 
messaging like crazy. “And now you 
have a relationship with a couple 
that, in your heart, you care about,” 
says Smith-Pliner. She worries about 
whether the parties will be able to 
sustain that relationship after the 
baby’s birth. 

“Adoption isn’t extended family,” 
says Smith-Pliner. “Adoption is a 
legal arrangement whereby someone 
has a baby and signs off their rights 
to the baby and gives the baby to 
someone else.” In the old days, adop- 
tion agencies often solemnized that 
agreement by sealing records, keep- 
ing birth parents' identities a mystery. 
Today, the pendulum has swung to the 
opposite extreme; open adoption has 
been the norm since the late 1990s. 
When you have constant access to each 



TECHNOLOGY 


other through Facebook, it’s easy to lose 
sight of boundaries. 

Still, social networking sites have 
also made the search process easier for 
agencies looking to make a connection 
for their client families. In the past, 
when Smith-Pliner began a search for a 
birth parent, she’d spend up to $500 on 
a private investigator for a process that 
could take months. “Now we go straight 
to Facebook, and bingo," she says. 

And not all the connections that ad- 
opted kids make on their own through 
social networking turn out badly. The 
adoptive mother of a 17-year-old in 
Peacham, who wished to remain anony- 
mous, says her son is happy to have con- 
nected with his birth mother, several 
siblings and extended family through 
Facebook. 

The 


generation’s ease with social network- 
ing. “For us [adults], it’s a tool of discov- 
ery,” she says. “For him, it’s a tool of rela- 
tionships. It's how he stays connected." 

So, is it crazy to ask families to 
swear off social networking for the 
first few years of an adoption? So far, 
Smith-Pliner’s policy hasn’t been a deal 
breaker, though families have certainly 
been skeptical at the outset, she says, 
before they hear her reasoning. 

The bottom line, Smith-Pliner says, 
is that reuniting adoptive children with 
their birth families is difficult, however 
it happens. “I think inherent in adoption 
is [the sense that] someone had you, 
and someone gave you away,” she says. 
“Those are crass words, but that’s the 
brutal reality. No matter how lovingly 
it’s done, no matter the circumstances, 
you’re with 


THE RIGHT OF THE 
CHILD TO BE PRIVATE. 


never one of 
those kids 
dying to dig 
up his past, 
but his adop- 
tive mother 
had long 

she says. She 

knew the birth mother’s name and typed 
it into Google one night last year. Sure 
rough, the woman’s Facebook profile 






The stronger 
the support 
system a 
birth mother 
and child 
have, the less 
likely they 
are to get hurt when they’re reintro- 
duced, she reasons. 

Goingforward, Smith-Pliner says, it’s 


popped up — and her photo revealed a going to be important to work collab- 


dead ringer for her : 

The adoptive mother impulsively 
showed the page to her son — a naive 
move, she admits. But luckily, it worked the issues posed by 
out well. Her son sent a message to one don’t think we can p 
of his five siblings, easily identifiable 
in the birth mother’s list of friends. 

He heard back the next day that they 
wanted to meet him. “He was thrilled,” 
says his mother. “The look on his face 
when that message came through, I’ll 

These days, the young man keeps 
in regular touch with his siblings on 
Facebook and has visited the whole 
family in Phoenix. His birth and adop- 
tive mothers often talk on the phone, 
building a relationship that his mom in 
Peacham says has been both challeng- 
ing and rewarding. She’s still amazed 
at her son’s ability to handle the recent 
addition of a whole new family, which 
she attributes to his maturity and his 


oratively with other adoption agencies, 
what is and isn’t working. 
Agencies across the country are facing 
technology. “I 
tr heads in the 
sand and pretend that we know all the 
answers,” she says. “All we can do is do 
our best to keep our kids safe.” 

Pretty soon, Smith-Pliner hopes to 
unveil a password-protected social net- 
working site just for people who have 
worked with her agency, “a safe space” 
where they can post photos and build 
relationships with other parents. Most 
of all, Smith-Pliner is looking forward 
to hearing feedback from kids who were 
adopted through her agency as they 
grow up — and she says her policies will 
evolve accordingly. 

“It’s going to be our kids who set us 
straight,” she says. "Our kids are going 
to tell us, ‘Here’s how you should have 
done it.’” © 
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hen Burlington writer 
Laban Carrick Hill tells 
people his name, he is in- 
evitably asked to explain 
it. The subject is already under discus- 
sion when we meet at August First. 

“Laban — that’s a fantastic name," 
enthuses the aproned young man who 
takes his order, guessing that it sounds 
“kind of Scottish.” 

Coincidentally, Hill’s middle name, 
Carrick, is Gaelic for "rock crag,” he says. 
But Laban is biblical, from the Book of 
Genesis. 

“It goes back a couple generations,” 
explains the mustachioed 50-year-old, 
after choosing a cramped, wall-side 
table next to the bussing trays. “I come 
from illiterate Christian Southerners, so 
I figure that somebody heard it in church 
and decided, ‘Oh, what a great name.’” 

You would think he’d leave it at that, 
a pat answer for a common question. 
But Hill's personal history — his identity 
as the descendant of uneducated white 
Southerners — has shaped him indelibly 
as a writer. Among the novels, picture 
books, essays, poems and commercial 


of Michael Jackson’s albums, among 

Hill acknowledges that his respect 
for black cultural achievement devi- 
ates radically from — and perhaps tries 
to compensate for — the attitudes of 
his forebears. His father’s father, he 
relates, lived in Covington, Tenn., near 
Memphis, where he ran a bootleg-liquor 
operation out of his car trunk, owned 
a gambling casino and moved around 
heavily armed. 

“He was on the front lines of the fight 
against desegregation,” Hill says rue- 
fully. Though he declines to go into de- 
tails, he’s clearly pained by the thought. 
“He was a very violent man.” 

Hill’s personal experience of the 
South is limited, but it was enough. 
Born in White Plains, N.Y., he lived in 
Memphis between the ages of 11 and 17 
with his divorced mother. 

“Legally, Memphis was no longer 
segregated,” he recalls — it was the ’70s 
— "but I went to an all-white school and 
lived in a part of town that was almost 
all black. We didn’t have a lot of money, 
so I’d ride the city bus to school with 



Seeing ■ 
in Color 

A Vermont author is committed to introducing 
kids to black culture 



writing of his Joyce Carol Oates-sized 
oeuvre (“My publications CV is 12 pages 
long single-spaced, but a lot of it is crap,” 
he says with a chuckle) are many works 
for young people that pointedly cel- 
ebrate black culture in America. 

His latest, Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, 
Slave, is a picture book about a South 
Carolina slave who in the mid-1800s 
made pottery and adorned it with his own 
poems. Dave, which is itself written as a 
poem, has garnered a Caldecott Honor 
and high praise in the New York Times. 

Due out in 2012 is Hill’s next picture 
book, about DJ Kool Here, the “god- 
father of hip-hop,” as the author calls 
him. A third, recently completed but 
not yet scheduled for publication, is 
about Quincy Jones, the R & B legendary 
producer who is responsible for many 


only blacks. I would see this gulf I knew 
something was terribly wrong.” 

Hill says he didn’t really discover 
Southern black culture until he moved 
to New York City at age 17. In retrospect, 
he realized, “Before that, I was in this 
very protected, isolated community 
where racism just didn’t exist, and black 
people were dangerous and scary.” 

During the 17 years he lived in the 
city, Hill earned a bachelor's degree 
in English at a City University of New 
York college and a master's in writing 
at Columbia — where he studied under 
Nobel winners Czeslaw Milosz, Joseph 
Brodsky and Derek Walcott, he notes 
proudly. He even took six months off to 
apprentice with Allen Ginsberg at the 
Jack Kerouac School of Disembodied 
Poetics in Boulder, Colo. Back in New 


York, Hill was visiting clubs and dis- 
covering the thriving scene of blues and 
hip-hop, sometimes through the jobs he 
took to finance his writing. 

For one gig, as a market researcher 
for a Spanish-language television station 
circa 1980, Hill was required to walk 
through Spanish Harlem block by block, 
interviewing bodega owners about the 
kinds of laundry detergent they sold. 
“I would turn the comer and see 50 to 
100 kids break dancing with a boom 
box spliced into the telephone pole,” he 
recalls with excitement. “Then I started 
going to clubs in the Bronx and the 
East Village. I have no idea if I saw DJ 
Kool Here or not,” he adds, but he was 
thrilled to be on the scene of emerging 

Hill didn’t just observe; he also 


researched, and still does — something he 
knows is required to establish credibility 
as a white man writing about black cul- 
ture. In a 2009 essay for Smithsonian on 
the black opera singer Jessye Norman's 
rendition of Langston Hughes' Ask 
Your Mama: 12 Moods for Jazz, for ex- 
ample, Hill describes the poet’s lines as 
“couched in the black urban expression 
known as the ‘dozens.’” Hill extensively 
researched his young-adult bookHar/em 
Stomp! A Cultural History of the Harlem 
Renaissance, which was a finalist for the 
National Book Award for Young People’s 
Literature in 2004. 

Hill’s commitment to writing about 
black cultural achievement has resulted 
in some difficult moments. “Everybody 
thinks I’m black before I see them,” he 
admits — including the National Book 


Award committee and most audi- 
ences who attend his standard Harlem 
Stomp! lecture. On one such occasion, 
at the African American Museum of 
Philadelphia, Hill recalls, “The director 
thought I was the caterer. Then, when 
he realized I was the author, he refused 
to introduce me; I had to introduce 
myself. But he bought a copy of the book 
in the end and asked me to sign it.” 

Hill perseveres in his fraught enter- 
prise because of a deeply held belief: "To 
understand my identity, and to under- 
stand your identity as an American, one 
of the first places 
you have to go is 
African American 
culture,” he 
adamantly. 

As a children’s 
writer, Hill figures 
the story of racially 
motivated victim- 
ization has been 
told often enough. 

“Instead,” he says, 

“I’m interested 
in how African 
American identity 
informs and shapes 
mainstream cul- 
ture.” He often quotes Ralph Ellison’s 
observation that “whatever else the true 
American is, he is also somehow black." 

Hill moved to Vermont in 1994 
when his wife, photographer Elise 
Whittemore-Hill, got a job at EatingWell 
magazine. His residence here — in a 
state that’s 96.2 percent white as of 
the 2010 census — strikes him as a “hi- 
larious” irony, but it doesn’t affect his 
commitment to advancing the local con- 
versation about race. As a parent of two 
girls, now 15 and 19, Hill joined Diversity 
Now at its 2009 inception. The parent- 
advocacy group pushes for increased 
recruitment and hiring of teachers of 
color by the Burlington School District. 

Hill’s South End neighbor 
Stephanie Seguino joined Diversity 
Now at the same time; her 17-year-old 
son attended Champlain Elementary 
and Burlington High schools with 
Hill’s children. She says his perspec- 
tive was invaluable to the group. Hill 
“recognized the importance of white 
people advocating for diversity," says 
Seguino, an economics professor at 
the University of Vermont. “Laban’s 
contribution was to form a coalition so 
that parents of color weren’t seen as a 
special-interest group.” 

Hill could also articulate, she recalls, 
why it’s just as important for white stu- 
dents to see diversity at the front of the 
classroom — countering the perception 


of white dominance — as it is for students 
of color to see role models there. 

Hill feels a personal responsibility 
to speak out. As he sees it, “What white 
people learned from the civil rights 
movement is to keep their mouths shut. 
Being a white person talking about 
blacks, it is inevitable that I will say 
something wrong. But, if you keep your 
mouth shut, nothing will ever change.” 
In particular, Hill says he wants to 
unsettle the “unconscious, unspoken 
racism" he sees around him “all the 

“Laban tends 
to want to say the 
things that are 
important but 
don’t get said,” 
acknowledges 
East Montpelier 
children's author 
Laura Williams 
McCaffrey, who 
teaches creative 
writing with Hill 
at the low-res- 
idency Solstice 
MFA program in 
creative writing 
at Pine Manor 
College in Chestnut Hill, Mass. “I tend 
to write about individual, angsty girls," 
she adds with a chuckle, “and he writes 
about, well, Dave, who means some- 
thing to society.” 

Seguino calls Hill “extraordinarily 
genuine.” She serves on the board of the 
Writers Project of Ghana, a nonprofit 
Hill cofounded in 2008 to promote 
poetry writing and publication in the 
West African country. “He deeply de- 
sires to live a meaningful life,” she avers. 

That kind of dedication recently led 
the author to take on so many projects 
that he burned out. In the last year 
alone, Hill packed in a U.S. Department 
of State-sponsored lecture tour on 
creative writing in the Philippines and 
Indonesia, served on the judging panel 
of the National Book Awards, and fa- 
cilitated an agreement with a Spanish 
company to help the Writers Project of 
Ghana provide students in six Ghanaian 
schools with Kindles preloaded with 
100 books. These days he’s restricting 
himself to teaching, writing and only 
one new project: tutoring young people 
at the HowardCenter. 

Yet everything Hill does continues 
to be guided by a single pursuit. “I’m 
deeply interested in identity,” he says — 
both American and his own. Where is 
he in exploring the latter? He throws up 
both hands. 

Still climbing that rock crag. © 
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The Sounds 
of Silence 


A writer considers suicide, privacy and the public's "need" to know 



seemed like people en- 
joyed reading about his 
fall from grace. 

Craig had been bat- 
tling a serious drug ad- 
diction for years. He’d 
been through a 30-day 
program twice — a fact 
that only came to my at- 
tention after he’d been 
shot “in the line of duty” 
earlier in the month. An 
agency-wide manhunt 
found no evidence that 
a sniper was on the loose. 
Craig finally admitted that 
it was a stunt. By shooting 
his own shoulder, he’d 
hoped to distract himself 
from his drug obsession. 
Understandably, he was 
fired from the force on 
March 28. He told his 
mother he was ready 
to start all over again, 
maybe even open a fish- 
ing business. 

“I’m gonna be fine,” he 
said. “I’m clean and sober. And ready to 

We all believed him, even though the 
warning signs were slapping us in the face. 
He was, as they say, “at high risk.” He’d 
lost everything to addiction: His wife had 
divorced him, and his employer had ter- 
minated him. He had mounting debts and 
diminishing self-respect. 

Someone could have sent us an email 
every 13 seconds about suicide, and we 
would have continued to deny the possibil- 
ity: “No, not him!” What’s more, he’d been 
in the recent care of expert mental health 
professionals, as well as under the con- 
stant scrutiny of his friends at the police 
force and the watchful eye of my father — a 
neurologist and psychiatrist. 

Two days after he was fired, Craig taped 
newspaper to his bedroom windows. (To 
block the morning sun? To make cleanup 
easier?) Then, probably after taking a 
handful of Percocet, he lifted his shotgun, 


T wee this past 
year, while 
sitting at my 
desk at the 


University of Vermont, 

I’ve received an email 
telling me that a stu- 
dent has died. There 
was a similar tragic 
announcement this 
winter at St. Michael’s 
College. When the 
cause of death isn’t 
mentioned, I know all 
too well what the glar- 
ing absence implies. So 
does everyone else. 

Suicide. 

The missing word in- 
evitably gets people talk- 
ing about the silence that 
typically surrounds it. 

Some believe the S-woi d 
should be spelled out in 
campus communiques, 
because it provides an 
opportunity to broach an- § 
other S-word: signs. As in, 
warning signs that friends 
or family might have heeded to prevent 
the suicide in the first place. Others, in- 
cluding me, want to say the F-word to that 
argument. 

Using the word “suicide” won’t help 
prevent another one; rather, it simply 
breeds other questions — “How?” 
“Where?” and “Was there a note?” — until, 
under the guise of "building awareness,” 
every shred of morbid curiosity is satisfied. 
Besides, there’s no shortage of informa- 
tion about suicide and warning signs; type 
them into Google and you'll be reading for 
a month. 

So, does the campus or surrounding 
community really need to hear what we 
already know when a student dies by his or 
her own hand? Surely the family’s privacy 
needs take precedence? Aren’t there plenty 
of other ways to make students “aware” of 
suicide warning signs? 

UVM does a good job of market- 
ing its mental health services, suicide 


play 1100 backpacks — in honor of the 1100 
college students who commit suicide each 
year nationwide — on the green between 
Bailey/Howe Library and the Davis Center. 
The installation is part of the “Send Silence 
Packing” awareness program. 

But “awareness" isn’t everything. All 
the finest, fastest information in the world 
couldn't save my stepbrother. Nor did 
my family have a choice about keeping 
the cause of his death quiet. That choice 
was made for us, and every detail of his 
catastrophic demise was up for public 
consumption. 

Craig killed himself on March 30, 2006. 
He wasn’t a college student, though. He 
was a 34-year-old cop — although techni- 
cally not a police officer on the day he died, 
because he’d been fired two days prior. Yet, 
according to the media and the commu- 
nity, he’d been a public figure and was fair 
game. I seriously doubt the news of Craig’s 
suicide “saved” anyone else. Instead, it 




put the barrel in his mouth and pulled the 
trigger. 

When I heard the news some two 
hours later, I Googled his name and loca- 
tion and held my breath. Please don’t let it 
be in the media. Let me get to Florida. Just 
give us time. 

No such luck. Television reporters 
were stationed in front of Craig’s house. 
The Naples Daily News website showed a 
picture of a sheriff’s investigator putting 
two brown grocery bags in his car. 

What's in there ? I wondered. Craig's 
gun, or his brains? 

The entire city of Naples was getting an 
instantaneous, bird's-eye view of our fam- 
ily’s personal tragedy as it was happening 
to us. Worse — and literally adding insult 
to injury — the public was free to com- 
ment on Craig’s death. 

One anonymous commenter wrote sar- 
castically, “Yes I feel awful for the deputy 
... please pardon me while I VOMIT. Dear 
God what type of hiring process does the 
sheriff’s office have? ... something very 
wrong with it for so many psycho deputies 
to be on patroL” 

Craig wasn’t a psycho. He was human. 
He was a part of my family. Another family 
had him to thank for saving the life of 
their choking infant. None of this was 
represented in the media frenzy, however. 


— information about the cause of death 
in all its gory detail. My family was left 
bare. Five years after Craig's suicide, we 
still feel the shame surrounding it. People 
still look at my stepmother with pity in the 
grocery store, or turn their carts down an- 
other aisle to avoid eye contact altogether. 

Whenever I receive an email from 
UVM about a student’s untimely death, 
I picture a family just like mine; a family 
whose members may not yet be able to 
utter the S-word, who may not know what 
to say at all, even to each other. The loss 
of their loved one shouldn’t be turned 
into a media event unless and until they 
decide. To demand that they announce 
their child’s cause of death as a "public 
service” seems downright cruel — and, 
in my mind, disturbingly disingenuous. I 
know my family’s situation is extreme, and 
it's unlikely that a college student's suicide 
would result in anything similar, but I am 
compelled to argue in favor of privacy for 
all families in crisis. And the word for it is 
decency. 

I take comfort in the thought that the 
families of the two UVM students who 
died earlier this year were in safe hands 
when it came time to notify the college 
community last fall. Thomas Gustafson, 
vice president for student and campus 
life, whose job it is to write and email 


THE S-WORD SIMPLY BREEDS OTHER QUESTIONS - 

“HOW?” “WHERE?” 

AND “WAS THERE A NOTE?” 


- UNTIL EVERY SHRED OF MORBID CURIOSITY IS SATISFIED. 


Nor were any suicide-hotline numbers 
or statistics or warning signs. And no, he 
didn’t leave a note. 

The television and newspaper reports 
— as well as comments both negative and 
sympathetic — continued for weeks. 

“What can we do?” my stepmother 
asked when I arrived in Naples for the me- 
morial service a few days later. “He didn’t 
exactly go out in a blaze of glory." 

The image I really wish the community 
could have seen was Craig’s family and 
friends standing by the flagpole outside 
the First United Methodist Church, wait- 
ing for the bugle corps to play taps. 

Silence. 

The bugle corps never arrived. The 
sheriff wouldn’t allow it at Craig’s funeral, 
because he wasn't a cop at the time of 
his death. So Craig who was treated like 
a public figure for the way he died, was 
denied the honor of being buried like one. 
Two weeks later, another cop in Naples 
killed himself 

As it turned out, the media and 
the public got what they wanted 


those announcements, knows exactly how 
they felt. His first wife killed herself on 
Easter Sunday in 1987, after nine years of 
marriage. That news from Burlington, Vt„ 
traveled all the way to the Boston Globe. 
Gustafson has been silent on the matter 

UVM’s policy is to withhold a student's 
cause of death if the family requests it. 
Gustafson didn’t write that policy, but 
he supports it. And after every such sad 
report to the campus, he carefully crafts 
and sends out another one: Call this 
number. We can help. You don't have to 
suffer in silence. 

In his view, as well as mine, that's all 
the public needs to know. © 
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Upcoming Schedule 

4/9 Ricky Nelson Remembered - 8 , M 
4/ 10 Scott Stapp of Creed - Live in Concert ~ 7 *'M 
4/ 1 4 Janis Ian & lom Paxton - Together at Last ~ 7:30>m 
4/15 Twist & Shout - A Beatles Recreation ~ 8*' M 
4/16 Nadja Saierno-Sonnenberg & 

Anne-Marie McDermott - 8>' M 
4/25 One Night of Queen - 8>' M 


An Evening with Cloris Leachman 
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Adult $440 | Yo uth $ 160 | Senior $869 


Purchase by April 5th for the lowest price! 


Season Pass prices increase 
after April 5th. 

Buy now for the lowest price! 


Bolton Valley 
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boltonvalley.com I 1.877.9BOLTON 


S011-301S ALL ACCESS 
SEASON PASSES ON SALE 


AN ALL ACCESS 
SEASON PASS INCLUDES: 

Unlimited alpine skiing & riding 
VIP Resort Discounts 

Sports Center with indoor heated pool, hot tub, & si 
Access to Nordic & snowshoe terrain 
Vermont's most extensive night skiing & riding 
Skiing & riding closer to home: Bolton Valley is onl 
minutes from Burlington or Montpelier. 



The “M” 
Word 

Philip Glass discusses the language of minimalism 


F or a composer regarded as a pio- 
neer of minimalism — a genre 
that British music critic Ian 
MacDonald once dubbed the 
“passionless, sexless and emotionally 
blank soundtrack of the Machine Age” 
— Philip Glass is one chatty fella. 

Glass is the best known of a gen- 
eration of composers who blossomed 
as part of an artistic and intellectual 
counterculture revolution in the 1960s 
and 70s. Collectively, they introduced 
the abstract, repetitive language of 
minimalism to mass audiences. 

Just don’t tell that to Philip Glass. 
“That was never a word I used,” he 
says in a recent phone interview. 

That’s true. The origin of the term 
“minimalism,” as it relates to music, 
is attributed to either of a pair of crit- 
ics and composers, Tom Johnson and 
Michael Nyman. Both claim to have 
coined it in the late '60s in reference to 
the music created by Glass and his close- 
knit group of composer contemporaries. 

“They were friends of ours,” Glass 
says of Nyman and Johnson. “But we 
didn’t use [the word].” 


Worse, he finds it confusing, espe- 
cially in relation to his later work. 

“The difficulty is that if you describe 
music that I'm writing in 2009 or 2010 
the same way as music I wrote in 1979, it 
doesn’t help listeners," Glass says. “They 
look for textures that aren’t there, for 
things that they’re not going to hear.” 

He concedes that much of his pre- 
1980 canon does fit within the accepted 
definition of minimalism. But Glass 
bristles at descriptions that lump his 
contemporaries together by perceived 
similarities. 

"If you look at that music, I would 
say what is interesting about these 
composers are the differences," he says. 
“Take the vocal music of La Monte 
Young and Meredith Monk. They’re in 
different universes. You can say they're 
both Vocal music,’ so that helps you. But 
we can look at it a different way,” Glass 
suggests. “Look at it as music that comes 
from a particular period of time.” 

He’s referring to a roughly 10-year 
span beginning in the late ’60s when 
Glass and other young composers were 




“redefining the language of music,” as 
he puts it. 

“What we were trying to do was to 
create a language, each of us in our own 
way, that would be suitable to achieve 
some of our goals,” he says. Chief among 
those goals: “to live in the art world, in 
which we had an engaged and educated 
audience, and in which we had a dia- 
logue with the audience,” Glass says. 

That musical vocabulary developed 
both from personal experiences and 
lessons taken from the composers of 
the previous generation, including John 
Cage and Morton Feldman. 

“It was the independence of those 
composers that interested us, not so 
much the music,” Glass says, “though, in 
fact, their music was beautiful.” 

The new language of minimalism ac- 
tually was composed of various dialects. 
Says Glass, “Terry [Riley] was a great 
improviser. La Monte’s music was beau- 
tifully conceptual, and at the same time 
it had an earthiness to it. Everyone had 
a unique way of working.” But all these 
composers shared an ideal. 

“What we had in common was that 
we did not follow the prescription of the 
generation before us: that the future of 
the music was heading in a certain di- 
rection, and they knew exactly what it 
was,” says Glass. “They had their map, 
and they expected us to follow. But you 
know what? We didn't.” 

Glass acknowledges “the personal 
and distinguished achievement of a 
wonderful generation of composers,” 
but says he and his contemporaries did 
not care to sound like their predecessors. 

Now, the 73-year-old Glass is himself 
in an older generation of distinguished 
composers, and he’s aware of his ico- 
nography. He doesn’t teach at a school, 
but he's helping younger composers 
chart their own maps through MATA, 
the nonprofit he cofounded in New 
York City that commissions cutting- 
edge works for an annual festival and 
other concerts. Glass also hires young 
composers to perform odd jobs around 
his studio, he notes. 

“One of the things that interests 
me is their way of thinking,” says Glass 
of his young admirers. “We’re now 
talking about music that depends, in a 
way, on digital technology and digital 
techniques.” 

Glass, who still composes with pencil 
and paper, says he was initially puzzled 
by how this younger, technologically 
savvy generation responded to his work. 

“And then it occurred to me that my 
way of working, though it was predigi- 
tal, was a system that was not so differ- 
ent,” he says. He explains that the rigid 
structure of his early music is based 
on a system of adding twos and threes 


together. Digital systems are based on 
ones and zeroes. 

“The structure of my music is binary, 
and it happened before we even had 
that language,” he says. Glass notes that, 
while the “outer science” of his work 
and that of postdigital composers may 
look different, structural similarities 
have aligned his music with that of a 
new generation. “Which, of course, I 
find a delightful coincidence,” he adds. 




PHILIP GLASS 

Despite his influence, renown and 
incomparable career success in his field, 
Glass says he still feels like an outsider 
in certain circles. 

“I've lived in New York for SO 
years,” he says. “For the first time in 50 
years, I got a call from the New York 
Philharmonic. It took SO years. I mean, 
give me a break, you guys. And they're 
interested in a piece I wrote in 1980. It’s 
a ‘premiere’!” 

Sarcasm aside. Glass enjoys the ap- 
preciation of musicians and composers 
several decades his junior. 

“The interesting thing is that the 
early music I wrote in the '60s and 70s 
is being played by younger people now," 
he says. 

Glass' own ensemble still regularly 
plays music from that period. “And we 
like it. And other people like it,” he says. 
“But they didn't like it in the 70s.” 

There are still “bastions of main- 
stream music” that won’t touch him, 
Glass comments. His response: “I know 
where I can’t go. And it’s not worth 
going.” 

His solution? Wait ’em out. 

“What I learned long ago is that your 
enemies never change their minds about 
your music,” he says. “They die.” © 
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Cow to Table? 

Its politics may be messy, but in the kitchen, raw milk proves deliciously productive 

BY CORIN HIRSCH 

I 


had no idea two gallons of raw milk 
could be so yielding. But this week, 
armed with just a laptop, two jugs 
of unpasteurized milk and a few 
lple kitchen tools, I performed dairy 
alchemy that yielded eight ounces of 
butter, a small bowl of yogurt and two 
baseball-sized hunks of my favorite 
cheeses. 

I had heard about the merits of raw 
milk, which teems with nutrients and 
good bacteria — its admirers call it 
“white blood.” Still, a few days earlier 
I had fretted as I watched a local dairy 
farmer decant fresh, organic milk from 
a gleaming silver tank into a jug. Could 
this possibly harm me? I wondered. The 
persistent voices of epidemiologists 
played in my head: You could get E. coli. 
Salmonella or Listeria. Without pasteuri- 
zation, you’re playing with fire. 

As I waited for my milk, two healthy- 
looking customers stopped by to pick 


up their weekly ration, and I dialed sold raw milk locally, there would be less 
down my worries a degree. The young available for the national supply system, 
farmer was selling it to us for $8 a gallon, according to the organization’s website, 
a significant jump from the $2.50 or so Organic Valley is not against raw milk 
he pockets for each 


MILK NOW SEEMS UKE 
A SU BVERSIVE ACl 


per se. But the policy 
that went into effect 
on January 1 put this 
farmer's family in a 
bind: Its long-term 
business plan relied 
on selling to the 
cooperative and to 
local customers. 

“I understand 
why some farmers 
on a dead-end road 
somewhere might 
not want me selling 
it,” the farmer told 
me. “They have nothing to gain from 
it.” What they could lose, he implies, is 
the cooperative wanting all the organic interest in their “conventional” milk. But 
milk produced by its members; if they the price he could get for a gallon of raw 


gallon sold to the 
tional Organic Valley 
cooperative to which 
his farm belongs. 

Technically, he’s 
not supposed to sell 
raw milk except 

exchange,” because 
Organic Valley’s 
board voted last 
spring, by a razor-thin 
margin, to prohibit 
its member farmers 
from selling unpasteurized milk 
side business. The decision 


milk sold to the public was too lucrative 
to pass up — and his customers want raw 
milk to boot. 

The farmer would be breaking an- 
other rule if he sold me raw milk know- 
ing I was going to make butter with 
it — so I didn't tell him my plans. Back 
in 2009, when Vermont passed Act 62 
— aka the raw-milk bill — it was lauded 
as a small victory for dairy farmers, who 
were struggling with the paltry prices 
their milk fetched on the commercial 
market. The law regulated the sale of 
unpasteurized milk, allowing farmers to 
sell it from their premises. But the bill 
also explicitly ruled out selling raw milk 
for anything but fluid consumption. 

The Vermont Department of Health 
remains wary of encouraging people, 
especially children, pregnant women 
and the elderly, to drink raw milk or 
consume raw-milk cheeses aged for less 
than the FDA standard of 60 days. “It’s 
perfectly acceptable to make cheese 
from raw milk if it's aged appropriately,” 
says Patsy Kelso, the state epidemiolo- 
gist, but she suggests there can be “seri- 
ous implications” for vulnerable popula- 
tions who choose to consume the milk in 
other forms. 

The law didn’t stop Rural Vermont, 
an agricultural advocacy group, from 
holding raw-dairy-processing classes, 
showing people how to transform the 
rich, fatty stuff into butter, cheese and 
yogurt. The Agency of Agriculture 
Food and Markets shut those classes 
down in February of this year, claiming 
the organization was violating the law. 
Since then, Rural Vermont has been 
drawing attention to the issue, while the 
Vermont ag agency finds itself caught in 
the middle. 

So do artisan cheese makers who are 
anxiously awaiting a decision from the 
Federal Food and Drug Administration 
on raw-milk cheeses. The FDA began 
its review in 2009 in response to some 
E. coli outbreaks. Cheese makers fear 
the agency may extend the 60-day mini- 
mum aging period for raw-milk cheeses 
or, worse, ban them outright. 

As a result of this complicated, ongo- 
ing conflict, working with raw milk now 
seems like a subversive act, a middle 
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II side dishes 


More Country 
for Old Men 

FAIRFAX FAVORITE TO REOPEN 
For more than 20 years, the 
country pantry was a Fairfax 
community hub known for 
its head-scratchingly inex- 
pensive home cooking. In 
2009, owner sulaiman -sam- 
jadallah sold the restaurant 
after he was charged with a 
pair of sexual offenses. The 
incident started the place 
on a wild ride that took it 
through two more sets of 



based as much on memories 
of the Fairfax restaurant as on 
his childhood favorite, Berlin’s 

WAYSIDE RESTAURANT & BAKERY. 

In fact, he’s hired terry 
salls, a Wayside and soup'N' 
greens alum, to be chef. Neil 
says to expect stocks, gravies 
and soups made from scratch 
using house-roasted turkey 
and chickens, along with 
hard-to-find New England 
classics such as liver and 
onions. Pies will be cooked 
either locally or at the 
restaurant. 

More than anything, 
Middelton, her family and 
Neil are interested in giving 
locals a treasured taste of 
the past. “I think people are 
looking for something ... they 
grew up on,” says Neil. “It’s 
not going to be the same 
owners, but the goal is to 
bring back the same country 
feel, home-cooked meals, 
and call people by their first 
name. That’s something the 
community here wants.” 


a new identity as the Vermont 

BREAKFAST COMPANY, which 

closed earlier this year. 

Starting the first week in 
May, fans looking to enjoy 
the Country Pantry again will 
be in luck. According to lisa 
miooelton, who co-owns the 
restaurant with several of her 
family members, her team 
plans to restore the restau- 
rant to its glory days with a 
throwback menu — and low 

Middelton, whose family 
started Land Air in Essex 
in the 1960s, has recruited 
a friend, keith neil, to run 
day-to-day operations of 
the restaurant while she 
continues to style hair at the 
Carriage House Beauty Salon 
in Montpelier. A Vermont 
native who spent years 
managing “three-, four- and 
five-star restaurants" in 
California, Neil says his vision 
for the Country Pantry is 


Sushi Blues 

JAPANESE CHEFS COPE WITH 
CRISIS ON MULTIPLE LEVELS 
The fisheries along Japan's 
northern coasts were 
devastated by the March 8 
earthquake and tsunami. 
Combined with the ongoing 
crisis at the Fukushima 
Daiichi Vermont’s nuclear 
facility, the disaster has 
affected Vermont’s Japanese 
eateries on personal, busi- 
ness and culinary levels. 

At the Old Town Farm 
Inn in Chester, chef Michiko 
Yoshida-Hunter can’t always 
get in touch with family in 
her hometown of Tome, 55 
miles north of Sendai, near 
the quake's epicenter. But 
they are OK for now, she 
says, and their 140-year-old 
restaurant, ToKai-Tei, 
appears to be still standing. 
“I’m relieved, but still worry 


Hero’s Send-Off 

NORTH HERO HOUSE LOSES A CHEF 
The name jean-luc matecat has been in the news ever 
since michael kloeti of Michaels on the hill named him 
chef at the Montpelier restaurant Kloeti planned to 
buy and open in January. After that sale was canceled, 
in February, Matecat took a job as executive chef at 
the north hero house. Now its owner, walt blasberg. 
has announced that Matecat has taken leave of the 
restaurant. 

“He had serious 
personal issues that 
required his full at- 
tention and made it 
impossible for him to 
fulfill his duties as the 
North Hero House chef,” 
says Blasberg. Matecat 
could not be reached for 
comment. 

According to 
Blasberg, guests 
were pleased with 
the Vermont native's 
French-influenced local 
cuisine. “He’s a very talented chef, and he created a 
great menu,” says Blasberg. “While he was at the North 
Hero House, he imparted a lot of knowledge to what I 
think is already a very capable staff.” 

That staff includes Cordon Bleu-educated sous- 
chef tim Leonard, who has been appointed interim head 
chef. Though Blasberg expresses faith in his current 
staff, he says he is seeking an immediate replacement 
for Matecat, “someone with strong classical training 
that they can use as a base to be creative with local 

Matecat leaves behind a menu that includes Gallic 
dishes such as chicken-liver mousse and steak frites 
alongside burgers and fish ’n' chips. Another legacy: 
some serious equipment. 

Just three weeks ago, an immersion circulator 
arrived at the North Hero House. Before leaving, 
Matecat trained his staff to use the machine to cook 
fish, meats and veggies in a temperature-controlled 
water bath, a method called sous-vide. The device is 
rare in Vermont, and Blasberg says the ultratender 
foods that cook slowly in their own juices have been a 
hit. “Last weekend, we sold out of everything,” he says. 

Those dishes included haddock cooked with tarra- 
gon and lemon, then pan seared and served with local 
cauliflower and sweet-potato purees. Sous-vide pork 
loin in duck-based cider demi-glace will soon be added 
to the restaurant's regular menu, along with a market 
fish dish and a vegetable inspired by the kitchen team’s 
studies of Thomas Keller, Under Pressure: Cooking Sous 
Vide. 

For those who want more than just a taste, Blasberg 
promises an all-sous-vide menu for Vermont restaurant 
week, which will run from April 29 through May 5. His 
staff is currently testing recipes by committee, he says, 
while he searches for his new chef. 




SWEET! 


At August First Bakery, we use only the best 
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Cow to Table? «. 



finger to what localvore purists deem an 
industrial food system based on steril- 
ization, pasteurization, genetic modifi- 
cation and processing in general. 

After I carted my raw milk home, I 
set it in the refrigerator for a day to let its 
cream rise to the top. Lacking a separa- 
tor, I watched for the faint line between 
milk and cream to form. I’d never taken 
a class, but I’d read that making butter is 
as simple as putting cream in a jar and 
shaking it for a half hour. I chose a more 
modern, albeit flawed, tool for the job: 
my leaky Cuisinart. 

Scooping the pure cream from the 
top with a spoon and filling the proces- 
sor halfway, I was careful not to taint it 
with any milk. After about two minutes 
of pulsing, the stuff thickened from vel- 
vety, viscous cream to a frothy whipped 
cream; after a minute more, it became a 
pale yellow mound that looked exactly 
like — well, whipped butter, sitting in 
a puddle of buttermilk that had been 


extracted by centrifugal force. Could it 
really be this easy? 

I scooped out my butter by hand, 
placed it in a glass jar, covered the butter 
with water and shook vigorously. The 
water clouded as more milk escaped; 
I poured this away and repeated the 
process until the water ran clear. Then 
I decanted the butter into a bowl, 
sprinkled on some sea salt and squeezed 
excess milk from it with a fork, letting 
this, too, dribble away. (Leftover milk 
in the butter can cause it to sour more 
quickly.) 

I was left with a generous dollop of 
pale-yellow butter. The whole process 
had taken about 10 minutes. I felt like 
a proud child as I presented some to 
my boyfriend with a cracker. “Try it,” I 


More food after the 
classified section, page 41 
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STATE OF VERMONT 
DISTRICT OF 
CHITTENDEN 
PROBATE COURT 
DOCKET NO. 3355 

IN RE THE ESTATE OF 


See M Vermont properties online now at 

sevendaysvt.com/homes 



To the creditors of 
the estate of Leo L 
Roy late of Williston, 
VT. I have been ap- 
pointed as personal 
representative of the 


i IEGALS[iiit.| 


j“ Wright & Morrissey. 

“ Inc. is seeking quali- 
fied subcontractor 
bids for all trades for 
the above referenced 
^ project. Women and 
9 minority owned busi- 
9 nesses, small locally 


Contact Wright & 
Morrissey. Inc. for 
bid packages. Any 
bidding subcon- 


and section 3 busi- 
o nesses are strongly 
encouraged to apply. 
Contract Security in 
yi a form acceptable 
5 to the Construction 
° Manager may 
be required. All 
ft potential bidders 


in This project involves 


£ of a 33 unit 3 story 
< apartment building 
u of approximately 


a prior working 
history with Wright 
& Morrissey, Inc. is 
asked to submit an 
AIA-305 Contractors 
Qualification 
Statement or 
equivalent references 
sufficient to indicate 
the bidding subcon- 
tractor is qualified 
to perform the work 
being bid. 

OPENINGS 
BURLINGTON CITY 
COMMISSIONS/ 
BOARDS 

On Monday, April 11, 
2011. the Burlington 
City Council will 
fill vacancies on 
the following City 
Commissions/Boards: 

Cemetery 
Commission 
Term Expires 


Conservation Board 


Fence Viewer 
Term Expires 6/30/11 
One Opening 

Parks and Recreation 
Commission 
Term Expires 

One Opening 

Telecommunications 
Advisory Committee 
Term Expires 

One Opening 

Applications are 
available at the 
Clerk/Treasurer's 
Office, Second Floor, 
City Hall, and must 


Clerk/Treasurers 
Office by 4:30 p.m„ 
Wednesday. April 
6, 2011. Applicants 
must be nominated 
by a member of the 
City Council to be 
considered for a 
position; a list of 
Council members is 
also available at the 
Clerk/Treasurer's 


e. Please call 
the Clerk/Treasurers 
Office at 865-7136 for 
further information. 

REOUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS: 

ROBERT MILLER 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

LEASE SPACE 

RENOVATION 

CONSTRUCTION 

MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES 

The City of 
Burlington's 
Department of Parks 
and Recreation 
seeks profes- 
sional Construction 
Management 
Services for the 
Robert Miller 
Community Center 
Lease Space 
Renovation. The full 
RPF may be picked up 
at the Department of 
Parks and Recreation 
or downloaded at 
www.enjoyburling- 

Issue Date: 
Wednesday. March 
23, 2011. 8:00 AM 
Response Deadline: 
Friday. April 8. 2011, 
1:00 PM 


All creditors having 
claims against estate 
must present their 
claims in writing 
within four months 
of the first publica- 
tion of this notice. 
The claim must be 
presented to me at 
the address listed 
below with a copy 
filed with the register 
of the Probate Court. 
The claim will be 
forever barred if it 
is not presented as 
described within the 
four month deadline. 

Signed David M. 
Sunshine 
Print Name: Law 
Office of David M. 
Sunshine. PC 
Address: 26 Bridge 
Street P.O. Box 900 
Richmond. VT 05477 
Telephone: 
(802)434-3796 


First Publication 
Second Publication 

Address of Probate 

Probate Court 
District of Chittenden 
Main Street P.O. Box 

Burlington, VT 05402 

STATE OF VERMONT 
SUPERIOR COURT 
Chittenden Unit 


Michael B. Mashteare, 
Rebecca L. Mashteare 
and Occupants resid- 
ing at 80 Brierwood 
Lane, Burlington, 
Vermont 
Defendants 

NOTICE OF SALE 

By virtue and In 
execution of the 
Power of Sale 
contained in a certain 
mortgage given 
by PHH Mortgage 
Corporation to 
Michael B. Mashteare 
dated December 12, 
2008 and recorded 
in Volume 1050, 

Page 591 of the 
Land Records of the 
Town of Burlington, 
of which mortgage 
the undersigned is 
the present holder, 
for breach of the 
conditions of said 
mortgage and for 
the purposes of 
foreclosing the same 
will be sold at Public 
Auction at 8:00 A.M. 
on April 12, 2011, at 
BO Brierwood Lane, 
Burlington. Vermont 
all and singular the 
premises described in 
said mortgage: 


A certain piece of 
land in Burlington, 
in the county of 
Chittenden and State 
of Vermont described 
as follows, viz: 

Being all and the 
same lands and 
premises conveyed to 
the grantors herein. 
Randy A. Delong and 
Danielle A. Delong by 
Warranty Deed from 
John P. Bowman and 
Sharon J. Bowman 
dated September 27. 
1999 and recorded 
in Volume 634 at 
Page 208 of the City 
of Burlington Land 
Records. 


and expenses of the 

Other terms to be an- 
nounced at the sale 
or inquire at Lobe & 
Fortin, 30 Kimball 


DATED at South 
Burlington, Vermont 
this 7th day of March, 


PHH Mortgage 

Corporation. 

Plaintiff 


check by purchaser 
at the time of sale, 
with the balance due 
at closing. The sale 
is subject to taxes 
due and owing to the 
Town of Burlington. 

The mortgagor is 
entitled to redeem 
the premises at any 
time prior to the 
sale by paying the 
full amount due 
under the mortgage, 
including the costs 


Middlebury, Newport, 
Randolph Center, 
Rutland, Springfield, 
Waterbury, Williston 

April 14 -9:30-11:30 

Our Lady of the 
Angels Parish Hall, 
Randolph, Vermont 

During these 
challenging economic 
times we are inviting 
you to please join us 


ested in supports for 
Vermont's citizens 
with developmental 
disabilities at a 
public hearing to take 
input for changes to 
the Vermont State 
System of Care Plan 
for Developmental 
Disabilities Services 


FY 2012-2014. If 
you wish to send 
written input it must 


Division (address 
below) no later than 
close of business 
April 19, 2011. 

Copies of the draft 
plan will be available 
after April 1,2011 and 
will be posted on the 
Web at http://ddas. 
vermont.gov 

For information or 


The contents of 
storage unit(s) 
01-04470 located 
at 28 Adams Dr, 
Williston. VT 05495, 
will be sold on the 
14th of the month of 
April, 2011 to satisfy 
the debt of Mary & 
Oonald Hartman. 
Any person claiming 
a right to the goods 
may pay the amount 
claimed due and 
reasonable expenses 
before the sale, in 
which case the sale 
may not occur. 

Vermont State 
System of Care Plan 
For Developmental 
Disabilities Services 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

April 13 - 5:30-7:30 


contact Lanora 
Preedom 

Division of Disability 
and Aging Services 
103 So Main Street 
Weeks, Waterbury, VT 
05671-1601 
Telephone: 241-2648 
- Fax: 241-4224 



DONT SEE A 
SUPPORT group 
here that meets your 
needs? Call Vermont 


866-652-4636 (toll 
free) or from outside 
of Vermont, 802-652- 

ARE YOU HAVING 
PROBLEMS with 
debt? Do you spend 
more than you earn? 
Get help at Debtors 
Anonymous plus 
Business Debtors 
Annonymous. 
Saturdays 10-11:30 
a.m. & Wednesdays 
5:30-6:30, 45 Clark 
St.. Burlington. 
Contact Brenda at 

BRAIN INJURY 
ASSOCIATION OF 
VERMONT Montpelier 
daytime support 
group meets first 
and third Thursday 


Unitarian Church 

frornl:30-2:30 p.m. 
Montpelier evening 
support group meets 
the first Monday 
of each month at 
Vermont Protection 
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Show and tell. 

I View and post up to 
" 6 photos per ad online. 


■<V' > open 24/7/365. 

I {B\J Post & browse ads 
vKy at your convenience. 


and Advocacy. 141 
Main St. Suite 7. in 
conference room #2 
from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. 
Colchester evening 
support group meets 
the first Wednesday 
of each month at the 
Fanny Allen Hospital 
in the Board Room 
Conference Room 
from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Middlebury 
support group on 
the 2nd T uesday of 
the month at the 
Patricia Hannaford 
Career Center. Call 
our helpline at 
1-877-856-1772. 

OUTRIGHT VERMONT 
FAMILY SUPPORT 
GROUP For family 
members of youth 
who are navigating 
the process of coming 
out as gay. lesbian, bi- 
sexual. transgender, 
queer, or questioning 
are invited to attend. 
Group meets twice 


March 27 from 6:30-8 
p.m. Info: hillary® 
outrightvt.org, 


AL-ANON 

For families and 
friends of alcohol- 
ics. For meeting 
information: www. 


THE AMERICAN 
CANCER SOCIETY'S 
LOOK GOOD FEEL 
BETTER PROGRAM 

Wednesday, March 16, 
3-4:30 p.m. American 
Cancer Society. 55 
Day Lane, Williston. 
Also. Monday, March 
28, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
at Central Vermont 
Medical Center in 
Berlin, Look Good, 

Feel Better is a 
free program that 
teaches female 
cancer patients 
beauty techniques 
to help restore their 
appearance and help 
them feel good about 
the way they look 
during chemotherapy 


therapist facili- 
tated drop-in support 
group for women 
age 18-25 who are 
looking for support 
around Issues related 


alateen.org or call 
1-866-97-AI-Anon 
(1-866-972-5266) 


658 9440. This group 
will be meeting every 

s: 4/21 and 5/5. 


offers support group 
meetings to family 
members of youth 
navigating the 
process of coming 
out as gay, lesbian, bi- 
sexual. transgender, 
queer or questioning. 
Meetings are open to 
parents, guardians 


cosmetologists 


Wednesday morning 
meeting and one 
Sunday evening 
meeting. The next 
Wednesday meeting 
will be on March 16 
from 10-11:30 a.m. 
and the next Sunday 
meeting will be on 


make-up techniques, 
skincare and options 
related to hair 
loss. To register in 
Williston, call Peg 
at 802-655-2000. 

To register in Berlin, 


givers and are held 
one Sunday evening 
and one Wednesday 
morning each month 
at Outright Vermont. 
For more information, 
email Hillary® 
outrightvt.org or cal I 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
SUPPORT GROUP 
FOR WOMEN April 7, 
from 5:30-7 p.m. - we 
will be offering a 


NAMI CONNECTION 
(National Alliance on 
Mental Illness) NAMI 
Connection Recovery 
Support Group for 
individuals living with 
mental illnesses. Call 
Tammy at 1-800-639- 
6480 or email us at 
connections® namlvt. 

BENNINGTON: 

EveryTuesday. 

1-2:30 p.m.. United 
Counseling Service, 
316 Dewey St., CTR 
Center (Community 
Rehabilitation 
and Treatment). 
BURLINGTON: Every 
Thursday, 4-5:30 

Episcopal Cathedral, 

2 Cherry Street. Every 
Sunday, 5-6 p.m., 
Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 152 Pearl 
St. (basement 


classroom). 

HARTFORD/WRJ: 

2nd and 4th Friday 
4-5:30 p.m., Hartford 
Library. Call Barbara 
Austin, 802-457-1512. 
MONTPELIER: 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays. 
6-7:30 p.m., Kellogg- 
Hubbard Library, 

East Montpelier 
Room (basement). 
NEWPORT: 2nd and 
4th Tuesday. 6:30-8 
pun. Medical Arts 
Building (attached 
to North Country 
Hospital), 2nd floor 
conference room. 
RUTLAND: Every 
Monday. 7-8:30 
p.m„ Wellness 
Center, Rutland 
Mental Health, 

78 South Main St. 
SPRINGFIELD: 2nd & 
4th Mondays. 11:30-1 
p.m., Health Care 
and Rehabilitation 
Servies. 390 River 
SL ST. JOHNSBURY: 
Every Thrusday, 6:30- 


you have a problem 


tionvt@myfairpoint. 

DIVORCE CARE 
CLASSES Divorce is a 
tough road. Feelings 
of separation, 
betrayal, confusion, 
anger and self-doubt 


Unitarian Church, 

47 Cherry SL If you 
would like a group 
in your area, would 
like to be trained 
as a facilitator, be a 
Champion for a group 
in your area or have 
questions about 


But there is life 
after divorce. Led 
by people who have 
already walked down 
that road, we'd like 
to share with you 
a safe place and a 
process that can help 
make the journey 
easier. The 13-week 
Divorce Care Class 
(for men and women) 
will be offered on 
Wednesday evenings. 
6:30-8:30 pm, March 

the Essex Alliance 
Community Center 
37 Old Stage Road. 

more information and 
to register call Sandy 
802-425-7053. 

SEX AND LOVE 

ANONYMOUS 12-step 
recovery group. Do 


ships? We can help. 
Ralph. 802-881-8400 
or Valerie. 802-825- 
5481. Visit www. 
slaafWs.org or www. 
saa-recovery.org for 
meetings near you. 

EATING DISORDER 
SUPPORT GROUP 

This is a therapist- 
facilitated. drop-in 
support group for 
women with eating 
disorders. Women 
over 18 only please. 
This group will be 
held every other 
Wednesday from 

next meeting is 
March 30th. Vermont 
Center for Yoga and 
Therapy. 364 Dorset 
Street Suite 204, 
South Burlington. 
This is free and there 
is no registration 
necessary. Please 
call the center if you 
have any questions. 
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660-8797. Rutland 
Chapter TCF which 
meets on the 1st 
Tuesday of each 
month at7 p.m. at 
Grace Congregational 
Church, West St„ 
Rutland, VT - for 
more Information call 
Susan Mackey. 802 
446-2278. Hospice 
Volunteer Services 
(HVS) also serves 
bereaved parents 
with monthly peer 
support groups, 


Extra! Extra! 

There's no limit to 
ad length online. 

educational consulta- 
tions and referrals to 
local grief and loss 
counselors. HVS is 
located in the Marble 
Works district in 
Middlebury. Please 
call 802-388-4111 for 
more information 


INFERTILITY PEER 
GROUP Feeling lonely 
& isolated as you 
confront infertility? 
Share feelings, stories 
& coping strategies 
at informal, peer- 
led meetings w/ 
people facing similar 
challenges. $5. 

First Monday of the 

Church Presbyterian, 
Burlington. Presented 
by RESOLVE of 
New England. Info: 
adm in® resol veofthe- 
baystate.org. 

COMPASSIONATE 
FRIENDS Burlington 
Chapter TCF which 
meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. at 
277 Blair Park Road, 
Williston - for more 
information call 


LGBTO GRIEF AND 
LOSS GROUP 

Every Monday, 12pm, 
RU12? Community 
Center. Champlain 
Mill. 20 Winooski Falls 
Way, Winooski. A 
once-a-week group is 
forming at RU12? for 
those interested in 
giving voice to their 
experience(s) with 
loss and listening to 
other's. Topics could 
include but are not 
limited to: grieving, 
letting go. resolution, 
moving on. self- 
learnings. Contact 
thecenter® rul2.org 
for more information. 

TRANS GUY'S GROUP 

Every fourth Monday, 
RU12? Community 
Center, 20 Winooski 
Falls Way. Champlain 
Mill 1st Floor, 
Winooski, 6-7:30 


and support group 
specifically for trans 
men. This informal, 
peer-facilitated group 
welcomes male-iden- 
tified people at any 
stage of transition. 

As this is currently a n) 
closed group, please £ 


SOCIAL SUPPORT z 
GROUP FOR LGBTO 
PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITIES Come 
together to talk, 
connect, and find 2 

support around a o 

number of issues =i 

including: Coming 2 

Out. Socializing. ° 

Challenges around =j 
employment. Safe 
Sex. Self Advocacy. 
Choosing Partners. w 
Discovering who you 2 
are. And anything 5 

else you want to g 

talk about! The first J 
meeting will be on 
Tuesday. October 26 
at 4 p.m. at the RU12? 
Community Center at 
the Champlain Mill in n 
Winooski. For more > 
information contact 2 
Sheila (Sheila® s 

JSHBBI 


Sty & Ride 



Ski & Ride with 
The Point 2011 
is underway! 

Celebrate our 20th year of Ski & Ride and 
join us Fridays at the area’s best mountain 
for half-price lift tickets, apres-ski parties, 
and a chance to score great prizes! 

To get the half-price deal you’ll need 
a Ski & Ride Button and Coupon Book. 
They’re only $3, and they’re good all season! 


Find out where to get your Buttons 
and Coupon Books at pointfm.com 



SKI & RIDE 
SCHEDULE 


2011 


Last Chance! 
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community Staff Accountant 

I^ST LOAN FUND 

Excellent Benefits 
Flexible Schedules 
Helping Vermont Communities 

The Vermont Community Loan Fund Is a 24-year-old nonprofit 
financial organization whose mission is to improve Vermont 
communities by providing access to financing. We use investments 
made by Vermonters to fund affordable-housing projects, small 
businesses, childcare centers & community-based organizations. 

We are searching for a staff accountant with a strong background 
in general ledger accounting, reconciliations & financial statement 
preparation for our Montpelier office. This position will report 
to the director of finance 8 requires 2 years of experience in 
general ledger accounting 8 a bachelor's degree in accounting or 
equivalent. Strong analytical 8 database skills are preferred. 


A complete job description 


e found at www.vclf.org. 


Send a cover letter, resume and salary requirements to: Human 
Resources, VCLF, P.O. Box 827, Montpelier, VT 05601-0827 or via 
email to: hr®vdf.org 


Assistant Manager 






Executive Director for Marketing and Communications 


years of experience in higher education or related fields including strategic marketing leadership, publk relations, admissions, 
publications and marketing requited. 

For full description, visit www.vermontiollege.edu/about/employment-opportunities. 

Resume and cover letters will be accepted until April 30, and should be sent via email to: 

Kelley.bordeleau@vermontiollege.edu. 


sis on Equal Opportunity/Affirmalive Action employer. 



Program Director 

Vermont Agriculture Development Program (VADP) 

The Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund seeks a full-time program director to 
work with growing Vermont-based, value-added agricultural enterprises 
that are building markets and infrastructure and contribute to overall food 
systems development. VADP will provide critical venture coaching to a 
small number of select businesses each year to help them obtain the right 
match of growth capital (e.g., debt, subordinated debt, convertible debt, 
equity, royalty financing) for their size, scale and stage of business. 

include identifying and working with eligible agricultural 


agricultural, business assistance, financial and philanthropic community. 
Experience in raising capital and structuring and obtaining complex 
financing packages (debt and/or equity) is required. The position also 
requires comfort with all aspects of farming and food production, proven 

expertise in providing technical ass’ - * — ' 

statewide travel. 


♦v 


See www.vsjf.org/project-details/ 1 8 /vermont- 
agriculture-development-program for full job 
description, qualifications and application instructions. 



OPEN POSITIONS 


To apply, send your resume 
and cover letter to 
resume@veic. 

VEIC strives to cultivate 
a diverse and inclusive 
workplace and is an equal 
opportunity employer. 


The Vermont Energy 
Investment Corporation (VEIC) 
is a mission-driven nonprofit 
organization, founded in 1986, 
that is dedicated to reducing 
the economic, social, and 
environmental costs of energy 
consumption through cost- 
effective energy efficiency and 
renewable energy technologies. 

VEIC operates Efficiency 
Vermont - the nation's first 
statewide ‘energy efficiency 
utility' as well as other 
implementation services across 
the country. 

Visit www.veic.org/jobs to leam 
more about this position, our 
exceptional work environment 
and comprehensive benefits 
package. 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ©SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M-SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 
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WILLIAMSTOWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

School Secretary 


Williamstown Elementary School is seeking a friendly, 
cheerful, compassionate person to be the voice and the 
face of Williamstown Elementary School. Successful 
candidates must be highly organized; have good 
communication skills, excellent writing skills and 
comprehensive computer skills; and be a team player. 
Start date; August 1, 2011. 

Interested candidates should send a letter of interest, 
resume and three letters of reference by April 7, 201 1, to: 

Bonny Grant, Principal 
do Orange North Supervisory Union 
1 1 1 B Brush Hill Rd., Williamstown, VT 05679 

EOE 


NORWICH 

Il8l9 UNIVERSITY' 


PROGRAMMER ANALYST & 
DEVELOPER 


Develop new programs or applications to deliver data from an 
Oracle/SCT Banner BIS in a web intranet environment. Develop 
or modify reports with sql, pl/sql, perl and Argos and other 
reporting tools Provide EIS technical support to functional 
users. Perform a vanely of programming assignments requinng 
knowledge of established programming procedures and data- 
processing requirements. 

NETWORK ENGINEER 


Assist the Network Manager to implement and maintain the 
university’s networking infrastructure, both physical and logical 
Participate in planning, coordinating, and implementing the 
university's networking infrastructure following industry best 
practices Implement and maintain the university’s physical 
network, including maintenance of physical access, software 


Please visit our website, www norwich edu/jobs, for further 
information and how to apply for these and other great jobs. 

Norwich University is an Equal Opportunity Employer offering 
a comprehensive benefit package that includes medical, dental, 
group life and long-term disability insurance , flexible-spending 
accounts for health and dependent care, retuement annuity plan 
and tuition scholarships for eligible employees and their family 
members. 




Vermont Department of Health 


Be Part of an Important Public Health Team 

The Oral Health Aogram Manager is responsible foi cooidinating all activities associated with a three year Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) giant to improve oral health in Wimont Under this giant, die Oral Health Program 
will: facilitate die creation of a statewide oral health coalition; update statewide oral health planning and data 
hacking; implement systematic program evaluation; and mciease the reach of proven prevention measures such as 
dental sealants and fluoridation 

The Oral Health Program Manager will work with the Oral Health Director, and other membeis of the Oral 
Health and Prevention teams, community partneis, and nonprofit oiganizabons throughout the state. The 
position manages all grants, contracts, and repotting requirements associated with implementation of die 
$860,000 CDC grant. 

The ideal candidate will have strong writing and verbal communication skills, knowledge of contract/giant 
management, and demonstrated collaboration and leadetship capability. A good sense of humor 
is always welcome I 

This is a full-time position located in downtown Burlington, with routine travel to other Vermont locations 

associated with coalition activities. Some out-of-state travel may be required 

For information, contact Dr Fhtnck Rowe, dial Health Director at 802-863-7497 EOE. 


TO APPLY: 

The State of ifeimont offeis an excellent total compensation package To apply, use the online job application at 
www.vtstatejobs.mfo, or contact the Department of Human Resources Division, Recruitment Services at 
(800) 640-1657 (voice), or 800-253-0191 (TTY/Relay Service) Reference # 27913, Position # 740839 
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esnomup 

RESPONSIBLE, RELIABLE 
INDIVIDUAL NEEDED TO OPEN. 
SORT AND TILE HAIL IN A HOME- 
BASED OFFICE. PLEASE SUPPLY 
3 REFERENCES. 


TENURE-TRACK FACULTY: 

COMPOSITION 

SPRING 2011 



M ccple- Leaf farm/, 

aw ivipa&ent Hikitance- abuAe- protyravw, 
hafr td^foilowiv\^pcriiCayv\i- opew. 

Full-time Licensed 


Clinton Community College, a member of the State University 
of New York, invites applications for a tenure-track faculty 
position, effective with the Fall 201 1 semester. Responsibilities 
include teaching the equivalent of 1 5 credit hours per semester 
in developmental and freshman composition. Additional 
duties include conducting scheduled office hours for student 
conferences, academic advisement, participation on college 
committees, and continuing professional growth. A master's 
degree in Composition/Rhetoric or a master's degree in 
English with coursework in teaching composition is required. 
Two years' experience teaching writing at the college level is 
preferred. A demonstrated commitment to teaching writing is 
vital. Applicants who do not meetthe minimum qualifications 
as stated are encouraged to put in writing precisely how their 
background and experience have prepared them forthe 
responsibilities of the position and by providing appropriate 
references. Detailed information and application are available at 
www.clinton.edu/hr/jobs.aspx. EEO/AA 


Receptionist/ 
Legal Secretary 

Small Barre law firm seeking 
an experienced receptionist/ 
legal secretary. The candidate 
should have excellent phone, 
organizational, and computer skills. 
A great job at a fun place to work. 
Competitive salary and benefits. 

Please send your resume to: 

Loretta L. Larson, 

Office Manager 

Rubin, Kidney, Myer & DeWolfe 



Clinical Social Worker 

and/or master's-level 

Mental Health Professional 

with a CADC/LADC. 

Duties include group and individual addictions counseling 
and case management as well as IOP group facilitation. 
Ideal candidate will have at least five years post-master's 
experience providing substance abuse treatment to a 
diverse population of adults, excellent writing and group 
facilitation skills, and knowledge of short-term, cognitive 
behavioral treatment approaches with persons diagnosed 
with substance-use disorders and co-occurring 
mental-health disorders. 


Email cover letter and resumes to 

MichaelZ@mapleleaf.org, or mail to: Michael A. Zacharias, 
Ph.D. — Clinical Director, Maple Leaf Farm, 

1 0 Maple Leaf Rd„ Underhill, VT 05489 
>s J 


Marketing Copywriter 


1 VERMONT 
I COMMUNITY 
3 LOAN FUND 


Investment & 
Grant Coordinator 


Champlain College seeks a Writer who will create clear, focused, brand-driven copy to 
communicate the College's distinctive excellence to prospective students and other target 
markets. The Writer will direct copy for print and web communications to develop a distinct 
and authoritative voice for the College's marketing materials that will represent the Champlain 
brand well in the marketplace. Conduct preliminary research; develop original ideas for content 
components; determine voice, direction and style for Champlain copy by writing and producing 
original copy and rewriting and editing. 

The successful candidate will have a superiortrack record writing effective copy for publications, 
advertisements and the web, and must be able to manage complex projects and work 
collaboratively with diverse clients as well as a deadline-driven Marketing team. 


Part-Time Position with Benefits 
Flexible Schedule 
Helping Vermont Communities 

The Vermont Community Loan Fund is a 24-year-old nonprofit 
financial organization whose mission is to improve Vermont 
communities by providing access to financing. We use investments 
made by Vermonters to fund affordable-housing projects, small 
businesses, childcare centers 8 community-based organizations. 

This 32-hour-per-week position will report directly to the director of 
development. 


BS/BA degree in related field with 5+ years of professional writing experience required. 

The ability to work in a collaborative environment is a must. Experience writing for publications 
projects in an agency or in-house communications department is preferred. 


To apply, please submit your resume and cover letter online at 
The successful completion of a criminal background check is 
required as a condition of employment. Application deadline: 

April 8, 2011. 


www.champlain.edu/hr. 


Champlain College values, supports and encourages diversity of 
backgrounds, cultures and perspectives of students, faculty and 
staff. We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


CHAMPLAIN 

COLLEGE 


Duties include: 

• Investment 8 donation processing 8 management 

• Assist in grant reporting 8 compliance 

• Database management 

• Customer service 


Qualifications: Detail-oriented, system thinker with excellent 
interpersonal skills, oral 8 written communication. 

A complete job description can be found at www.vclf.org. 


Send a cover letter, resume and salary requirements to: 

Human Resources, VCLF, P.0. Box 827, Montpelier, VT 05601-0827 or 
via email to: hr6vclf.org 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ©SEVENDAYSJOBS, SUBSCRIBE TO RSS 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M-SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 


® jobs C-13 




MEDIA SALES ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


Seeking highly self-motivated, enthasiastic, organized individual who has great interpersonal skills and 
work environment Applicant will be responsible for maintaining an existing sales account list for both ABC 22 and FOX 44 TV, ; 
as cultivating new business. Ideal candidate will have at least one year prior sales experience, preferably in media, 
desire to excel in ontsides sales. College degree preferred. ECO. 



J Vermont 

Family 

Network 


Family Support 
Consultant 

FULL TIME, TEMPORARY 


jcyr@smithmediavtcom.Ho phone calls, please. 



Are you a parent of a child with special needs? Would 
you like to support other parents? VFN is looking for a 
person to provide family-centered information, referrals 
and assistance to families of children with disabilities, 
individuals, and professionals on topics relating to 
education, health, including health care finance, and 
special education. 

Administrative Assistant 

FULL TIME 

Are you most comfortable working under deadlines, juggling 
several projects? Vermont Family Network is looking for 
a top-notch person with a proficiency in MS products, 
good judgment and discretion in handling confidential 
information, and exceptional organizational skills and 
attention to detail to provide administrative support and 
perform research activities. Bachelor’s degree or equivalent 
and experience working in a nonprofit desirable. 


Apply with cover letter and resume to HR@vtfn.org or HR, 
VFN, 600 Blair Park, Suite 240, Williston, VT 05495. 


Front Desk Agents 


Quality Inn in Shelburne is hiring. 
Competitive pay, experience 
required. 

Please apply in person at 
Quality Inn, 2572 Shelburne Rd., 
Shelburne, and bring references. 



Internet investment newsletter 
company seeks to hire a junior 
internet marketing professional 
to assist with email marketing, 
SEO, SEM, copywriting, marketing 
support, and website and project 
managemenl Full-time job, great 
benefits in Richmond, Vt. 

More information: 
www.bfpublishing.com/about/ 
careers/111. 
Email: jobs@bfpublishing.com. 






C-14 jobs @ 


ATTCMTIDM DCPDI IITCDC- POSTYOURJOBSATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBSFORFASTRESULTS. 

A I I DIN I IUIN r\tl_KUI I Dr\o. or. contact michelle brown: michelle@sevendaysvt.com 


Designer 

Marketing 


“J i 


hanley^wood 


Part-time Delivery 
& Support Person 

In Full Bloom, a progressive ftowBr 


k Some weekend 


Acting Director of Religious Education 

The Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society is seeking a well- 
organized, creative leader to direct, develop and maintain faith development 
programs for children and youth. This person must be familiar with Unitarian 
Universalism, experienced in working with young people and interested in pursuing 
professional development opportunities as needed. This is a 20 hr./wk. salaried 
position. Must be available Sunday mornings. Interested applicants please contact 
the Rev. Emily Melcher at (802) 388-8080 or interim@cvuus.org. 





Full time, 30-40 hours, nights/weekends. Duties: open, close, sales, 
stocking shelves and more. Must be organized, dependable and honest, 
and work well with others. Must have three years at same job with 
reference from that job. Must be able to do cash out sheets, inventory 
and some ordering. 


MERCHANDISER 


Minimum 20-30 hours. Must be dependable and honest, work well 
with others, have sales ability, know how to work cash register (count) 
Reference needed, 

IT/SECURITY/OTHER 


Full time only — 40 hours, a new position that will include a multitude 
of duties. Must be good online and with computers, stereos and security 
camera systems. You don't have to get along with people, but it would help. 
Integrity, honesty and flexibility will be the most important part of this job. 


PLEASE, NO PHONE CALLS. Bring application 
or resume to our 21 Church St., Burlington, store. 


Goodstuffstores.com. 

Send resumes: tom32bay@gmail.com. 
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New, local, 
scam-free 
jobs posted 
every day! 

sevendaysvt.com/classifieds 



developer (LAMP). 
Williston-based company is hiring 
a second web app developer 
for coding, testing, app 
maintenance and prototyping. 
Experience with PHP5, HTML5/ 
CSS required. Competitive salary 
plus benefits. Learn more at 
www.bfpublishing.com/careers 
Send cover letter and resume to 
jobs@bfpublishing.com 


Coming to Williston... 
June 1 st 



Town of Milton 


Full- or part-time 

Zoning Administrator 

Full-time 

Administrative Assistant/ 
Human Resource Coordinator 

Full-time 

Administrative Assistant II 

Part-time 

Administrative Assistant I 

28 hours per week 
Two full-time 
temporary seasonal 

Recreation Assistants 

On-call 

Animal Control Officer 






Director 
of Operations 


Consider joining 

the dedicated team at COTS, 

and help to make a difference I 


COTS is an entrepreneurial social-service agency that 
provides shelter, innovative prevention programs and 
housing to those without homes or who are marginally 
housed. 

The Director of Operations is responsible for 
managing the day-to-day operations and finances of the 
agency; translating long- and short-term goals into effective 
operational strategies; the design, implementation and 
management of all operational systems, including facilities 
planning and maintenance, IT/network, health and safety 
procedures; and purchasing and compliance monitoring. 

The successful candidate should have substantial 
background in accounting or finance; project-management 
experience; a proven track record with operational planning 
and budgeting, contract management and administration; 
and the ability to represent COTS and work effectively with 
a variety of constituents: contractors, vendors and state 
officials. A bachelor's degree or equivalent experience 
in business administration or a related field is required. 
A master's degree is preferred. 

Send cover letter and resume to: 

Human Resources 

RE: Director of Operations 

COTS, PO Box 1616, 

Burlington, VT 05402-161 6 
Email: jobs@cotsonline.org 
No phone calls accepted. Position open until filled. 


IVermont 


l PSYCHIATRIC NURSES— RNs 

PSYCHIATRIC TECHNICIANS— Temporary 

Department of Mental Health 
Vermont State Hospital 

Help us enhance our patient care environment. RNs are needed 
to increase our staff- to-patient ratios. Opportunities with 
excellent pay and benefits] Shift availability varies, call fbrmore 
information. Experienced RNs Psychiatric Nurse II — Salary 
Range: $27.85 to $3Z36 per hour. Psychiatric Technicians — 


nefits m 


vailable t 


‘under 


iraryen 


sloye 


s. Then 




mployee. Training and 
advancement opportunity exists. Salary: $1479/houi; seco 
third shift available with shift differential. 

For more information, call (80?) 241-3122, Waterbury. 
APPLICATION deadline: Open until filled. 
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Education 

Coordinator 

Nonprofit organization 
serving victims of 
intimate partner violence 
Responsibilities include: 
facilitating school programs, 
facilitating support groups, 
and providing hotline and 
shelter coverage. Flexible 
schedule required. Part-time 
position. 

Survivors and people 
from diverse communities 
encouraged to apply. EOE 

Send cover letter and 
resume by April 13 to 

Circle 

(formerly Battered Women 's 
Services and Shelter) 
P.O. Box 652 
Barre, VT 05641 



Shift Supervisor 

Hi 


Goodwill Industries of Northern 
New England has a FT & PT 
opening for a shift supervisor at 
our So. Burlington store. The 
successful candidate will assist 


the daily operation of the store. 
$10.15/hr.-$1 1.93/hr. DOE. 


Sales Associates 


looking fo 
process 
the cash regis 


id tor these 
;e apply online at 
ne.org or pick up 


Goodwill a 


Full-Time Dietary Supervisor 


The Ethan Allen Residence, a small residential care community for seniors, is seeking a 
full-time Dietary Supervisor. This person needs to have kitchen supervisory experience 
be able to work well with others and be a team player. 

Background checks are required. 

Please apply in person at 1200 North Ave Burlington, VT 05408 or at belangermear@msncom. 



Park Laborer 

Colchester Parks & Rec. 
seeks seasonal laborer. 
$ll-$ 12 per hour, 

40 hours per week. 
Apply by April 5. 

Call 802-264-5640, or visit 
www.colchestervt.gov. eoe 



Leaps & Bounds is 

looking for motivated, flexible 
team players to join our growing 

childcare team 

in Essex, Williston, Milton and 
soon-to-be South Burlington 


Operations Manager 

position. The successful candidate will have demonstrated 
experience in both direct and indirect supervision of employees. 

A previous history of team building and employee development is 
essential. The position requires long-range planning capabilities. 
Advanced written and verbal communication skills along with 
highly developed computer skills are essential. The candidate 
should be open to direction and a collaborative work style 
coupled with an intense commitment to getting the job done. 

A college degree is preferred, but candidates with equivalent 
management experience will be considered. Bring your leadership 
skills to one of the country's leading energy companies. 


Send resume to bbrasseiGyahoo. 


Spirit Delivery is looking for 

Drivers. 

driving rec 
CDL 26' straight trt 
Pay ranges between $1 
$125 per day. Must be 
able to pas: 


Civil & Structural 
Engineers, Technician/ 
CADD Drafters 

Progressive engineering 
firm seeks experienced, 
creative engineers 
and technicians to 
become part of a highly 
reputable, local and 
growing firm engaged 
in a wide range of 
high-quality private and 
public design projects. 
Timberframe experience 
a plus. Positions in 
Burlington, Vt., and 
Lebanon, N.H. 

Send resume to trishd® 
engineeringventures.c 


MSK 


MURPHY 

SULLIVAN 

KRONK 


PARALEGAL 

Paralegal for Burlington law firm. Position requires 
experience with permitting, including Act 250 and local 
zoning. Applicant should be a confident and organized 
professional who is detail oriented and able to work both 
independently and as part of a learn. Ability to perform title 
searches is desired. 20 - 30 hours/week; may grow to full- 
time position. Please send your resume to: 

Deborah J. Sabourin, Business Manager, Murphy Sullivan 
Kronk, 275 College Street, Burlington, VT 05401 or via 
email to dsabourin@mskvt.com. 
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*V&keRobin Part-time positions 


Wake Robin provides independent residents with a fine-dining 
experience and full table service in a dynamic retirement 
community. With a manageable schedule and superb kitchen 
facilities, we offer a work environment that is hard to find in the 
hospitality industry. This part-time position is 1 6-24 hours a week, 
primarily during the evenings. Applicants must be willing to work 
every other weekend. 

If you have high standards of service and a strong desire to learn, 
please email hr@wakerobin.com or fax your resume with cover 
letter to HR, (802) 264-5146. 


Special Functions Server 

Full-rime, seasonal position (April/May co Nov.) that requires living on site. 
Energetic, flexible person with strong guest-service skills. Hands-on work 
setting up tables, bartending and serving meals at a variety of events from 
weddings to all-day meetings. Resraurant/hotel experience preferred, not 
required. Amazing work environment, good pay and fun! 

Special Functions Bartenders/Runners 

Part-time, seasonal positions with work schedules based on events schedule. 
Events take place primarily on weekends, some midweek needed. 

All staff set up/break down and run glassware. 


sTCXassociates„ 


ENGINEER 


Cx Associates is a socially responsible, Burlington-based consulting 
firm. We offer excellent benefits in a flexible and employee-friendly 
workplace and are looking for an Engineer who shares our interest 
in making a positive impact on the environment. 

This position requires familiarity with HVAC and/or electrical 
systems, energy efficiency, and spreadsheet analysis. Candidates 
should have a four-year college degree and three years of 
HVAC or electrical systems experience. If you are self-directed; 
highly skilled in Word and Excel; outgoing and efficient; a strong 
verbal and written communicator; excellent at multitasking; 
collaborative and committed to sustainability, then please 
forward a resume and cover letter 
For more information, please visit our 
www.cx-associates.com/employment. 



Vermont-based Internet 
investment newsletter company 
seeks to hire a motivated and 
upbeat customer experience 
representative. We are a small, 
growing, online publishing 
company with a fun and motivated 
staff of professionals. 
Full-time job, great benefits. 
More information: 
bfpublishing.comfabout/ 
careers/109 
Email: jobs@bfpublishing.com 




Court 
Officer B 


Seeking temporary court 
officers to provide security 
and general assistance to 
the staff and users of the 
Costello Courthouse in 
Burlington. Vt Must be in 
good physical health and 
able to interact effectively 

of circumstances. Judicial 
Branch application and 
reciuitment notice available 
at www vermontjudiciaiy. 
org Open until filled. Send 
completed applications to: 

Office of the Court 


109 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05609-0701 
Phone 802-828-4906 


sTCXassociates,,, 

ENERGY ANALYST 

Cx Associates is a socially responsible, Burlington-based consulting 
firm. We offer excellent benefits in a flexible and employee-friendly 
workplace. We are looking for an Energy Analyst who shares our 
interest In making a positive impact on the environment. 

This position requires familiarity with energy efficiency, building 
energy systems, energy modeling, spreadsheet development and 
analysis, and technical writing. Candidates should have a four- 
year college degree, and at least three years of experience in 
engineering or energy analysis is preferred. If you are self-directed; 
highly skilled in Word and Excel; outgoing and efficient; a strong 
verbal and written communicator; excellent at multitasking; 
collaborative and committed to sustainability, then please forward 
a resume and cover letter to eric@cx-assoc.com. 

Form' 



(Qes sex cic 

V community justice center 

Community Justice Center 
Coordinator 

Seeking community-oriented individual who can provide 
leadership and foster the continued growth of an organization 
that provides restorative approaches to crime and 
conflict. Experience supporting volunteers and excellent 
communication skills required. Knowledge of and experience 
with restorative justice, dynamics of offending, process of 
change, criminal justice and corrections systems preferred. 
For a complete job description, please go to 
www.essexcjc.org. If interested, please email resume to 
search@essexcjc.org by April 8. No phone calls, please. 





“I was listening to Paula Routly and Pamela Polston, Seuen Days 
co-editors, talk on the radio about how Seuen Days works better than 
Craigslist for employment ads. Gosh darnit, I thought they might be 
right! I had been running an employment ad on Craigslist for a few 
days without much response, so I decided to go back to the trusty, 
old-fashioned way. As soon as I placed my ad in Seuen Days, 

I received a number of very good applicants.” 

RANDY GEORGE 

Owner, Red Hen Baking Company, Middlesex 
(also pictured: Eliza Cain) 


connecting companies 
+ candidates — 24/7. 


sevendaysvt.com 


♦ To advertise, contact Michelle: 865-1020 x21, michelle@sevendaysvt.com 
or post the position at sevendaysvt.com/postmyjob 
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r 

ISpace available in well- 
established women's practice on 
Burlington waterfront. Sublet is 
an option. Parking included. 

Cornerstone 

Psychotherapy . 

802-651-7508 ^ 


mm 

■*=41 FDR WDtlEN COORDINATORS 

Vermont Works for Women, a nonprofit organization located 
in Winooski, Vt., is seeking two temporary, full-time Program 
Coordinators to join our women's program team and run a pre- 
apprenticeship training program, Step Up to Green Electrical 
and Plumbing, this spring. Responsibilities include participant 
recruitment, curriculum development, program implementation, 
and employment support. This position is an excellent opportunity 
for a dynamic, creative individual who enjoys working with women 
of diverse populations and experiences. Knowledge of the trades 
is a plus. To apply, please email resume, cover letter and three 
references to sgrove@vtworksforwomen.org or fax to 
(802) 655-8922. Apply as soon as possiblel 
Vermont Works for Women... helping women and girls 
recognize their potential, and explore, pursue and excel in work 
that leads to economic independence. 


Shared Living Provider 






in your home. He enjoys 






>r 802-655-05 1 1 ext. 108 for n 


5 12 Troy Avenue. Suite 1 
Colchester, VT 05446 
655-05 1 1 


CCS 

Champlain Services 
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recruitings' 

CONTACT MICHELLE: 

865-1020 x21 
michelle@sevendaysvt.coi 

SEVEN DAYS 


LNAs 

Full- and part-time positions 

Day and evening shifts. 
Come work with 
agreatteam! 

Wages based on experience. 
Differentials: $2 for evenings. 
Come in for a tour! 

Or send resume to 


Birchwood Terrace Healthcare 
43 Starr Farm Rd. 
Burlington, VT05408 
802-863-6384 

EOE 



Now hiring seasonal and part-time 

BANQUET PREP COOKS 
LAUNDRY 
HOUSEKEEPING 
PUBLIC SPACE CLEANERS 
AM SERVER, Pari time 
HOST/HOSTESS, 

Part time, evenings 
On-call 

MASSAGE THERAPISTS 
ESTHETICIAN *, Part time 
(Experienced) 

Weekend availability required. 
Email resume to 

robe (.■Mculinaryresort.com. 

^ No phone calls, please! f 


Excellent Employment Opportunities 




T he Lodge at Otter Creek, a premier at 
located in Middlebury, Vt., is continu 
We are now entering Phase II of our employment pro 

by Bullrock Corporation, and affiliated with The Lodge at Shelburne 
Bay Senior Living, The Lodge at Otter Creek is an equal opportunity 
employer and offers a range of benefits for lull- and part-time positions 

LPN 




THE LODGE 

'i OTTER CREEK 


Sales Rep 


lt-based food 
cturing company in 


m 


for 30+ 
years is 
looking 


earning potential. Benefits 
package available. 

glyman@bariatrix.com c 
kelIyle456@hotmail.com 



A BAKER 

Someone who values good bread 
and enjoys work that exercises 
your body and your mmd 
Thrs posthon offers 
competitive pay and benefits and 
one of the best times you can 


Contact Randy at 
802-223-5200 xl2 or 
randy@redhenbaking cot 


N-HOME DESIGN 

Sales Consultant 

A fun job with excellent earnings potential — helping 
decorate our clients' homes with quality products. 
Gordon’s Window Decor is adding to its shop-at-home 
sales team. Some flexibility to set your own schedule. To 
be successful you will be outgoing, disciplined, detailed 
and self-motivated and enjoy decorating. You need 
your own car, a clean driving record and the willingness 
to work some evenings and weekends. There is a 
strong training program, so product experience Is not 
mandatory. Benefits package includes health care, 
dental, retirement, tuition assistance, etc. 

Send resume to debbyj@gordonswd.com. 




gordons 







It’s time to buy a house! 

We can help you put the pieces together. 



ANDREW D. MIKELL, ESQ. 
STATE MANAGER 


KIM NEGRON 
MORTGAGE CONSULTANT 


I 


Vermont < '.Attorneys 
Title (corporation 


PrimeLending 





KELLER 

WILLIAMS 


Vemont z_Attomqs 
J— Title (corporation presents a 

Home© 

Buying 

Seminar 

hosted by SEVEN DAYS 


Thursday, April 21, 6-8 p.m. 
ECHO LAKE AQUARIUM & SCIENCE CENTER 


5:30 Check-In 
LIGHT DINNER PROVIDED 


RSVPby: 

NOON, THURSDAY, APRIL 21 
AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM OR 865-1020 x37 



GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


T|sipE$s/ies 


about the nuclear situation,” 
she says. 

At home in Chester, 
Yoshida-Hunter and her 
husband, Aleks Hunter, 
are facing another worry; a 
noticeable lag in business. 

It could be seasonal, says 
Hunter, but customers who 
come in “definitely are asking 
about the food.” 

Sushi-grade fish can come 
from various places, says 
Hunter — except for hama- 
chi, or yellowtail, which 
originates from farms along 
the coast of the Sea of Japan. 
That’s on the other side of 
the island from the tsunami 
and nuclear crisis, and so far 
supplies haven't been slowed 
or halted. “It is very high 
quality to begin with, and 
Japan is good about inspect- 
ing it,” Hunter says. Though 


the United States has 
stopped some Japanese food 
imports, for now it is simply 
scanning Japanese seafood 
for radiation contamination. 

Even so, the Hunters are 
shifting their menu toward 
more local meats and cutting 
back on fish. “It’s to make life 
simpler and cuts down on 
costs,” says Hunter. 

At Sakura Bana in 
Burlington, chef-proprietor 
Ron Takahashi is also 
gripped by the events in his 
native country. Takahashi is 
from Niigata Prefecture and 
says his family is safe, though 
he remains concerned about 
a sister who lives north of 
Tokyo. Spotty phone cover- 
age prevents most conversa- 
tions from going beyond 
moshi moshi, the standard 
Japanese greeting. 


Sakura Bana donated one 
fifth of its March 29 sales 
to Japanese relief efforts. 
“People are missing. People 
are scared. We cannot control 
what happens, but we can 
support them. It is about the 
human heart,” says Takahashi. 

The chef expects the 
prices of Japanese fish to go 
up and its availability to go 
down, but he emphasizes 
that he serves fish from all 
over, and his broad menu 
also encompasses meats and 
vegetables. 

True World Foods, a 
global fish purveyor that sells 
fish to many restaurants in 
New England — including 
Sakura Bana — confirmed the 
statements from the Hunters 
and Takahashi; Sushi comes 
from all over, including New 
England waters. But every- 
one expects the supply of fish 


and other items from Japan 
to tighten as the nuclear 
crisis shakes out. 

Crumb 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
In February, Middlebury lost 
the two-year-old Farmers 
Diner, which closed due to 
sluggish trade, according 
to owner Tod Murphy. 

“We couldn’t get enough 
traction in getting people 
to understand the value of 
paying $1 more for breakfast 
with eggs sourced from 
down the road,” he said at 
the time. Apparently they 
couldn't keep their traction 
in Quechee, either: The 
Farmers Diner there closed 
last week. Murphy was 
unavailable to comment 



"Is this raw milk?” he asked. I 
nodded. 

“This could kill you, you know,” he 
remarked, dipping the cracker into the 
pillowy fat. 

He agreed that it tasted much fresher 
than anything store bought. And I still 
had a pint of buttermilk and some skim 
milk to spare. But had I just luckily 
dodged a bacterial bullet? 

The next day, I visited Amanda 
Andrews at Tamarack Hollow Farm in 
Burlington. Here, along Route 127, she 
and her partner, Mike Betit, keep pigs, 
grow vegetables, and tend to four cows, 
an ox and a new calf. One cow was fresh- 
ening, and another was at the end of her 
lactation; the outdoor farm refrigerator 
was filled with jugs of fresh, raw milk. 

Andrews, 27, had been working in 
nonprofits in New York City when she 
decided urban life wasn’t for her. She 
moved north to New York's Hudson 
Valley to work on a series of farms, decid- 
ing along the way that she’d like to pro- 
duce her own dairy. “I think it’s a really 
important part of food sovereignty,” she 
says of raw milk. “Eating local food has 
to be more than just eating local chard.” 

Coming from highly regulated New 
York state, Andrews was impressed 
by how much more forgiving Vermont 


seemed in terms of raw-milk sales. She 
and Betit taught a cheese class for Rural 
Vermont and were planning classes on 
their farm before February's shutdown. 
Now, “if someone buys [milk], and they 
say, ‘I'm going home to make cheese,' 


IT'S A SHAME I CAN'T 
DISCUSS CHEESE MAKING 

WITH MY CUSTOMERS. 

AMANDA ANDREWS 


they put me in the position of illegal milk 
sales," Andrews says, making me feel 
slightly guilty. “It’s a shame I can’t dis- 
cuss cheese making with my customers,” 
she adds. “There’s definitely a demand 
for processed-raw-milk products. We’re 
waiting for the law to catch up.” 

Without telling Andrews and Betit, I 
used some of their milk, along with cul- 
tures, rennet and citric acid that I picked 
up at my local health-food store — and 
my leftover raw milk from the previous 
day — to make mozzarella and ricotta. 
Most of it was much richer than what 
I was used to. My mozzarella was a bit 


rubbery, but making it myself was an 
intensely satisfying, if laborious, process. 

Through raw-milk circles, I had 
heard that Vermont Rep. Cynthia Martin 
(D/W-Springfield) is sympathetic to 
the cause. Turns out she’s been milking 
her own Jerseys for a long time, starting 
with a cow named Buttercup 30 years 
ago. Though she’s too busy to do it right 
now, Martin has regularly made her own 
butter and yogurt. “I learned everything 
I could from a magazine,” she says, but 
she's also in favor of classes. 

“[The shutdown] didn’t make an 
awful lot of sense to me,” Martin con- 
tinues. “I understand that raw milk is a 
tricky business, and I think the legisla- 
tion that is in place is good. But if you’re 
able to have raw milk, I don’t see why 
people shouldn’t be taught how to use it 
in their kitchen properly.” 

After I relate my adventures in cheese 
making, Martin remarks how easy it is to 
render a cream cheese from yogurt hung 
in cheesecloth. “It’s a little more tart, but 
I use it to make cheesecake,” she says. 

Representatives of both the ag agency 
and Rural Vermont say a compromise is 
in the works that will allow the teach- 
ing of classes again. But in some ways, it 
might not matter when everything you 
need to know is on YouTube. © 



VIETNAM 


Specializing 
In Vietnamese 
& Thai Cuisine 

Lunch & Dinner 
Dine-in or carry-out 

Full menu available 
online at www.7dvt.com ^ 

Downtown Burlington 

Lower Church St • 859-9998 

Essex Junction 

1 37 Pearl Street • 872-9998 


“WAFTED: 

| Cigarette Sstates 

for a UVM research Study 
of Behavioral- Biological Factors 
Affecting Qgarette Smoking. 

■ We are looking for people who are: 
Jf • Healthy Adults, 18-55 tears old 
• Available once evervdavfbr 
■ 15 consecutive days 


We offer flexible sessions: 

• Approximately 2 5 minutes a day 

H UNIVERSITY 
"f VERMONT 

Up to $650 compensation 
Call 656-5360 for more info 
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SEVEN DAYS 


On the Rise 

NECI’s Michael Rhoads shares secrets of making champion loaves 



■* ur job is to manage a 

H life-form from start to 
■ finish,” Michael Rhoads 
tells his students in the 
Montpelier kitchen at La Brioche, part 
of the New England Culinary Institute. 
“You’re going to hydrate it and keep it 
alive so it dies the way you want it to.” 

It may sound like he’s describing 
finishing a pig for a farm-to-table meal, 
but Rhoads, 36, is the chair of NECI’s 
baking and pastry department. The ac- 
complished baker and teacher is talking 
about growing starters for the breads 
that recently gained him a new title: 
world champion. 

On January 25, Rhoads was one 
of four artisans on the Bread Bakers 
Guild of America team that won the 
prestigious Sigep Bread Cup in Rimini, 
Italy. He took first place in his category, 
Traditional Bread, against an interna- 
tional field of competitors, including 
teams from Israel to Australia. Rhoads 
also played a role in creating the healthy 
Loli bread and the com-and-cranberry 
panettone dessert that, along with an 
ambitious sculpture made entirely out of 
bread, won the U.S. the competition. 

The bread that Rhoads prepared 
was a levain (“leavened” in French), a 
sourdough that rises extrahigh thanks 
to cultures rather than yeast. Though 
it originated on the continent, Rhoads' 
take was all American, starting with 
the shape, which he named the Tricorn. 
Each loaf was folded into a triangle that, 
when it baked, puffed up to resemble a 
Revolutionary War-era tricornered hat. 

Rhoads' loaves also had a key 
Vermont ingredient. Wildcrafter Nova 
Kim provided him with a treasure trove 
of native black walnuts, which lent a 
dark, nutty taste to the crusty, chewy 
sourdough. Rhoads stenciled a willow 
tree on the Tricorns with King Arthur 
flour. When his handiwork emerged 
from the oven, he served it with slices 
of Vermont Butter & Cheese Creamery’s 
ash-ripened Bonne Bouche cheese. 

Breads at the Sigep were judged by 
a jury composed of all the teams' cap- 
tains and by some representatives of the 
public, who only tasted slices. Rlioads 
attributes his victory to the eye-catching 
tricorn shape and to his ultralocal focus. 
"It really played to the hearts and minds 


BREAD IS NOT 
SUPPOSED TO BE HOT 
OUTOFTHEOVEN. 



MICHAEL RHOADS 


of the Italian public,” he says. “The 
French team couldn’t believe we made 
things like that in America." 

For his part, Rhoads has been doing 
so for years. In 1996, the college dropout 
headed to NECI from Montana, but he 
made a detour first to study with Alan 
Scott, the late famed California oven 
builder. While earning his associate’s 
degree from NECI, Rlioads interned at 
L'Espalier in Boston under notoriously 
gruff chef Frank McClelland. 

From there, he headed to the French 
Laundry in Yountville, Calif., where, 
Rhoads says, he tried to keep his baking 
prowess a secret while he learned 
superstar Thomas Keller’s savory se- 
crets. Rhoads returned to Boston when 
McClelland poached him from Keller 
to help him open his bread-focused, 


rustic-Provengal-style bakery and res- 
taurant, Sel de la Terre. 

It wasn’t long before Rhoads was con- 
fident enough to open his own bakery, 
B&R Artisan Bread, in Cambridge. 
Named for himself and his wife, Jen 
Bones, B&R built up a reputation, win- 
ning Boston Magazine's prize for best 
bread bakery in 2008. 

But Rhoads’ back was no longer 
cooperating with his routine of baking 
2000 loaves a day. When he won NECI's 
distinguished alumnus award in 2009, 
Rlioads discussed the possibility of re- 
turning as an instructor with founder 
Fran Voigt at the ceremony. 

Rhoads says he’d always planned on 
returning to his alma mater to share his 
knowledge — when he had had enough. 
Now, the timing was right. He joined 
NECI’s staff in 2010, just after learning 
that his back pain was due to a severed 
disc that might eventually have left him 
paralyzed. 

Rhoads admits that, in his role as an 
administrator and instructor, he doesn't 
get to cook as much as he would like — 
except when he’s preparing for competi- 
tions. “My primary responsibility is to 
make sure these kids are getting the edu- 
cation they’re paying for,” he says, indi- 
cating the students who are assembling 




food 


pistachio macarons and cheesecakes in 
the teaching kitchen at La Brioche. 

He’s working on his own education, 
too. Rhoads is currently enrolled in 
NECI’s BA program in hospitality and 
restaurant management. “It's all about 
continuing the learning process," he 
says. “I still to this day spend a couple 
thousand dollars a year to learn new 
things. Competitions, or spending my 
money to take a class at the French 
Pastry School in Chicago. You have to 
make that investment, or you become 
stagnant." 

This thirst for education led Rhoads 
to join the Bread Bakers Guild in 2002. 
“That’s when I realized I didn’t have a 
clue,” he says. It was also when he began 
to focus on the science of baking. 

Before long, Rhoads was attending 
an open call for one of nine spots on the 
American baking team. “You went to a 
three-day class," he explains. After his 
first day, “I didn't even have the energy 
to tell my wife I got home. I just sat in a 
quiet little ball and drank a beer.” 

When Rhoads attended NECI, the 
school had no pastry-focused program. 
He says his first attempt at competing 
made him realize that he had a lot to 
learn about mixing techniques — and 
baker’s math, a key to the flexibility 
required in competition. Rhoads now 
emphasizes metric math in class. He 
doesn’t bother with U.S. customary units 
of measure because “I don’t have time to 
teach fractions to adults,” he says. 

Rhoads also had to learn to expect the 
unexpected. His first time competing in 
the nationals for the U.S. team, he was 
shocked to find no freezers available. At 
the Sigep this year, he had to prepare his 
levain in only four and a half hours. “I 
was, like, Wow, that's not possible," says 
Rhoads. 

With the right knowledge, however, 
he was able to make the impossible 
possible. Rhoads fermented his flour 
ahead of time, then allowed precisely 
an hour and 15 minutes for his bread 
to bulk (leaven) before preparing it for 
baking. 

His levain’s unique flavor came not 
just from the woodsy black walnuts but 
from a pair of starters: a liquid one made 
of whole-wheat and a stiff one made of 
white flour. The result was a mix of the 
sour flavors of acetic acid with those of 
the sweeter, almost creamy, lactic acid 
from the stiff white starter. 

According to Rhoads’ Sigep team 
captain, Dara Reimers of the Bread 
Shack in Auburn, Maine, the result 
couldn’t have been better. “He's vision- 
ary in his approach to problems," she 
says of working with the baker. “I love 
levain products. The fermentation in his 


was strong. I really enjoyed that with 
the walnuts. They were such a great 

Although Rhoads describes his 
baking process as “Michael Rhoads- 
ing” a dish, he admits, “Nothing is a new 
idea in food ... I like taking what other 
people do and putting my twist on it.” 

Rhoads illustrates the principle — 
with some literal twisting — when he 
bakes some of his levain dough into an 
elegant shape that resembles an uneven, 
avant-garde braid. The dough is his, but 
the shape, with the sides covered in bran 
and the center in flax seeds, is borrowed 
from his teammate John Tredgold, of 
San Francisco’s Semifreddi’s Bakery. 

Rhoads leaves the tips of the bread 
pointy, so they end up crisp as bread- 
sticks and nearly burnt. “I love that 
mix of textures,” he says, and slices 
the bread to display the profusion of 
bubbles created during rising. The light, 
mushroomy ciabatta he prepared earlier 
in the day had perfectly round holes; 
these are long. “The fact that they're 
stretched out like that shows that it 
went in under,” Rhoads says, meaning 
he didn’t let the dough rise quite long 
enough. 

Students and colleagues are eager 
to try a slice, but Rhoads won’t allow 
it — not yet. “Bread is not supposed to 
be hot out of the oven. That is purely 
an American myth,” he scolds. From a 
scientific standpoint, Rhoads further 
contends, hot bread isn't healthy. “All 
those starch molecules are still swelling 
and expanding,” he explains. 

He removes the Tricorns from the 
oven last, for optimal drama, saying with 
a wink, "Figured we’d show off for ya.” 

That theatrical streak doesn’t hurt in 
competition. “I like to do the triangles 
under, because they're more dramatic. 
I just think things pop a little nicer,” he 
says, referring to the dough’s long, puffy 
bubbles. “It’s my theory, and I’m stick- 

But, says Rhoads, in the strict, stress- 
ful world of competition, drama queens 
quickly flame out. So he’s more inclined 
to approach baking like an athlete: 
Training is paramount. “Nothing can 
faze you,” he says. “In practice, we're 
writing three-page notes about how it 
can be better. The cool thing is, my stu- 
dents get to see that we’re not perfect.” 

Perhaps Rhoads and America’s 
bakers aren't perfect, but for now, they 
can claim to make the world's best daily 
bread. © 




Do you have what it takes? It’s the... 



iSANGRIA 

SMACKDOWN! 


impress the judges and the masses, and you 
rould win a night for two at Burlington's 
listoric Willard Street Inn. 


Root: 1 varietals (Cabernet, Carmens 
Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay) 
as a base by Friday, April 15 at nooi 
VERXfNT FEDERAL vennontrestaurantweek.com. 


Finalists will be notified on Saturday, April 16. 
Red Square mixologists will then prepare the 
elixirs for judging and public tasting at the 
Vermont Restaurant Week Sangria Smackdown! 

on Saturday, April 30, 5-7 p.m. 
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Curiouser 
and Curiouser 


S torytelling is simple, if you take the King of Hearts' 
word for it: "Begin at the beginning, and go on till 
you come to the end; then stop." But something 
tells us the writing process behind Lewis Carroll's Alice's 
Adventures in Wonderland was a little more involved 
— and Quebec's Theatre Tout a Trac celebrates the author’s 
way with words in a fittingly nonsensical production. "Alice 
is a classic story," artistic and stage director Hugo Belanger 
told the Ottawa Citizen. "It's full of whimsy, and above all, 
it's told in a magical language." Created for grade-school 
students — "but you'd never know it," notes Montreal's 
'ALICE IN WONDERLAND' Gazette ~ Belanger's 




>rs).ai 


adaptation sticks 
to Carroll's original 
wordplay but features 
a more rambunctious 
Alice and a shape- 
shifting library set, 
where actors and 
puppets literally come 
out of the woodwork. 




MAR. 31 1 TALKS 



Quiz Whiz 

Watching "Jeopardy!” last month was anything but a trivial pursuit, at least on February 14 to 16, 
when IBM computer “Watson” beat out top contestants Ken Jennings and Brad Rutter. The win 
— which required the computer to master tricky concepts such as puns and irony — represents big 
steps in artificial intelligence, something local IBM Fellow John Cohn (pictured) will cover this week 
in “Smarter Computing: How 100 Years of Innovation Got Us on Jeopardy!’” As part of the UVM 
College of Engineering and Mathematical Sciences’ 2011 Distinguished Lecture Series, the Jonesville 
resident discusses his role in designing the technology upon 

which Watson was based, and watching the machine back when JOHN COHN 

it “really sucked.” He also looks at what IBM — which turns 100 Thursday. March 31, 4 p.m, at John 
this year — has accomplished since its humble start making meat Dewey Lounge, Old Mill Building, 
slicers, and what’s on the horizon. ' 8 ' 


APR. II MUSIC 

Sultans of Swing 

The Hot Club of Cowtown hail from the Lone Star State, but the allusion to a certain 
Parisian ensemble is dead on: The Texas trio plays an ear-catching fusion of gypsy 
jazz a la Django Reinhardt and western swing in the style of Bob Wills. Members 
Jake Erwin, Elana James and Whit Smith have opened for the likes of Bob Dylan 
and Willie Nelson since forming a band in 1997. Even amid fiddle-fueled numbers 
delivered at breakneck speed, they stay “conscious always that, above all else, the 
music is for dancing and an old-fashioned good time,” notes the New York Times. The 
Hot Club's Middlebury gig marks the finale of the long-running After Dark Music 
Series. Out with a bang and some catchy twang, at least. 


MAR. 31 1 MUSIC 

Scrap Happy 

One man’s trash truly is another man's — or woman's — treasure: Trio Mediasval's concert 
at the Hop focuses on a reconstruction of the Worcester Fragments. These pieced- 
together choral works from the 13th and 14th centuries had long since been reduced to 
scraps for use in bookbindings before their rediscovery and subsequent reassembly in the 
early 20th century. Now, Linn Andrea Fuglseth, Torunn Ostrem Ossum and Berit Opheim 
Versto (standing in for Anna Maria Friman) take listeners back to the Middle Ages with 
their complex vocal polyphony, which earned the Oslo-based ensemble a Grammy nod 
in 2009. “Each composition is a jewel, evoking the spirit of a long-gone era," according to 
NPR Music. Perhaps it's time to rethink what’s in your recycling bin? 

TRIO MEDIEVAL 


P 


calendar 


BABYTIME: Crawling tots and tlieir parents 

CENTER CITY LITTLE LEAGUE REGISTRATION & 
INDOOR PRACTICE: Batter upl Baseball players 

for lack of funds. Info. 999-0800. 

CHILDREN'S STORY TIME: Budding bookworms 
Montpelier, 10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 223-4665. 
ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: Children and their adult 

9-11 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

FAIRFAX PLAYGROUP: Multicultural stories 

HIGH SCHOOL BOOK GROUP: Bookworms crack 

Burlington, 5-6 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 
HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: Good listeners soak up 


ICE SKATING FOR HOMESCHOOLERS: Independent 

lessons. Info. 893-4237. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK GROUP: Young people dish 
Burlington. 4-5 p.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

MILTON BABY PLAYGROUP: New moms, dads 
Fellowship, Milton, 10-11 a.m. Free. Info. 893-4922. 
MONTGOMERY STORY HOUR: Little lit lovers Rip 


FRONCIE QUINN: As part of a series about Louisa 

Junction. 7 p.m. Free. Info, 878-6955. 

TOM EVSLIN: As part of the Ethan Allen Instituted 

Why Doesn't It Apply to Everything?' University 
South Burlington. 7 p.m. Free. Info, 695-1448. 

theater 

THE RAINMAKER': A plain Jane suffers from unre- 

THE WIZARD OF OZ': Theatergoers venture "where 

Burlington, 7 p.m. $41-61. Info, 863-5966. 

words 

PAINTED WORD POETRY SERIES: A series high- 




THU. 31 


agriculture 


10-11 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 

MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: Young 

Fletcher Free Library, Burlington. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. 

Info, 865-7216. 

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME: Tots ages 3 to 5 read 
tivities. Brownell Library. Essex Junction. 10-10:45 environment 


INTRO TO SQUARE-FOOT GARDENING: 


music 

JACK INGRAM: The winner of the 2008 Academy 
Hall Theater. Middlebury, 7:30 p.m. S27.50. Info. 
STUDENT RECITAL: Music scholars perform on their 

VALLEY NIGHT: Folk By Association execute har- 

Theater & Cafe. Waitsrield, 7:30 p.m. $5 suggested 
cover. Info. 496-8994. 

VOCAL MASTER CLASS: Dartmouth vocal ensemble 


VERMONT ORGANICS RECYCLING SUMMIT: 


College, Hanover. N.H.. 5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
603-646-2422. 


75. Info. 866-442-8849. 


COLBY MILITARY WRITERS' SYMPOSIUM: Authors 


HOWTO MAKE THE BEST USE OF YOUR DIGITAL 

Free. Info. 849-2420. fairfaxlibranani&gmail.com. 
LEARN TO KNIT: Needles and yam form looped cre- 

MASTERMIND GROUP MEETING: Big dreamers 

4-5:30 pm. Free. Info. 244-7822. 

'PRESERVING ELECTRONIC RECORDS’: See WED.30. 

SERVICE AUCTION: Folks bid on nearly 100 Items. 

Center. SUNY Plattsburgh. N.Y^ 7 p.m. Free. Info. 
518-564-2263. 

TAX ASSISTANCE: Tax counselors straighten up 

p.m. Free. Info, 878-6955. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACE INFORMATIONAL 

of Science. Norwich, 7 p.m. Free. Info. 540-3060, 

film 

-BIUT1FUL: See WED.30. 7 p,m. 

'QUEEN OF THE LOT: See WED.30, 7 p.m. 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.30. 2 p.m. 
WELCOME BACK! CELEBRATE SPRINGTIME 

Preregister. Healthy Living. South Burlington. 5:30- 
7:30 p.m. $20. Info. 863-2569, ext. 1. 


health & fitness 


ARMCHAIR AEROBICS: Gentle physical activ- 

noon. Donations accepted. Info, 658-3585. 
HYPNOSIS WORKSHOP: Certified hynotherapist 


AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE: Healthy 

658-6400. 

BURLINGTON BOMBERS ROLLER DERBY OPEN 
RECRUITMENT: Men and women ages 18 and up 


Methodist Church. South Burlington. 7 pm $2-3. 

FRANKLIN REGION CAREER/JOB EXPO: More than 

p.m' Free. Info, 524-2444. 




578-8391, samuel@tghypno.r 
STRONG LIVING EXERCISE: 

Public Library, Barre. 8 a.m. Free. Info. 443-1654. 
WOMEN'S ZUMBA CLASS: Fast-paced rhythms Fuel 

Info. 658-5770. 

YOGA CLASS: Instructor Deb Malgerl leads yogis in 
accepted. Info. 878-6982. debmalgeri@>aol.com. 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS: Craft Film, puzzle 

Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Montpelier, 3:30 p.m. 
Free. Info. 223-3338. 

ALBURGH PLAYGROUP: Tots form friendships over 
9-TI a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

FLETCHER PLAYGROUP: Little ones make use 


GEORGIA PLAYGROUP: Pi 

9:30-11 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

JOURNEY FROM SAP TO SYRUP': Preschoolers 

Audubon Center. Huntington. 10-11 a.m. $8-10 per 
434-3068. 

KIDS STORY TIME: Snacks and activities chase an 
hour of tales. LACE. Barre. 3:30-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 

MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: Preschoolers up to age 5 
Memorial Library, Willlston. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 
OPEN COMPUTER TIME: Teens play games and surf 
Burlington, 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 863-3403. 
POETRY-WRITING GROUP: Seventh- to 12th-grade 

Library, Burlington. 4:30-5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 
B65-7216. 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC: The hills are alive with ... 

Info. 863-6607 or 355-1461. 

WIMPY KID' PARTY: Fans - wimpy or not — of Jeff 

Wiiliston. 3-4 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 

music 

ISRAEL SEMINAR: MUSICAL HISTORY TOUR: 

p.m. Free. Info, 923-1877. 

JACK INGRAM: See WED.30. Paramount Theatre. 
Rutland. 8 p.m. $19.50-30.50. Inlb. 775-0903. 
MUSIC IN THE LOFT: Mike Colbourn and the John 

TRIO MEDIAEVAL: Blended voices and centuries-old 

College, Hanover. N.H„ 7 p.m. $10-42. Info. 
603-646-2422. 

2011 AD FONTES FORUM: Leaders of industry and 

603-646-2207. 

COLBY MILITARY WRITERS’ SYMPOSIUM: See 

WED.30, 8 a.m.-7p.m. 

DR. ANTHONY O'HALLORAN: The Champlain 


7 p.m. Free. Info. 861-2343. 

DR. ROBERT J. NASH & DR. DEMETHRA LASH A 
BRADLEY: Members of the UVM College of 

and Re-Search.' McCarthy Arts Center. St. Michael's 
College. Colchester. 3 p.m. Free. Info. 654-2536. 

HARRY H. KAHN MEMORIAL LECTURE: Dartmouth 



LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT ==j 


JOHN COHN: In the wake of IBM Watson's recent 




FRI.01 

dance 


dance. 7-9:30 p.m. S3-5. Info. 862-5017. 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE: Those keen on Jane 

Center. St. Michael's College. Colchester. 7-9:30 p.m. 
$5-8: bring finger food to share. Info. 899-2378. 

WORCESTER FAMILY DANCE: High-Low-Jack 


MICHAEL LEJEUNE: Los Angeles County 

BCA Center. Burlington, 5:30-7 p.m. S5-15: free for 


book. Elite's Long Walk: The True Story of Two 
Center, 7-8 p.m. Free. Info. 244-7036. 

RABBI MAX WALL MEMORIAL LECTURE: Dr. Richard 

College. Colchester. 4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 654-2536. 

‘REFLECTIONS ON DEMOCRACY': Town clerks. 

Library, Middlebury.7-8 p.m. Free. Info. 388-4964. 
SCOTT DARLING: The species conservation and 

7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 359-5000. 

theater 

ANNIE GET YOUR GUN': 'Anything you can do. I can 

School. 7 p.m. S4-6. Info. 482-4691, hinesburgrec@ 
CURTAINS’: When the "talent-free' leading lady of 

THE RAINMAKER 1 : See WED.30, 7:30 p.m. 


POETRY ALIVE! KICK-OFF: Cabot resident and 

STORY TIME: Lit lovers of all ages take in fanciful 
tales. Bud & Bella's Bookshop. Randolph, 11 a.m. 
Free. Info, 728-5509. 


2011 EARTH SPIRIT CONFERENCE: Local and 

Shelburne. 1-9 p.m. $35-265. Info, 922-7507. 

‘A FASHION SHOW OF DESIGNS': Designer Ava 

FOOL'S GOLD ART AUCTION & BALL Supporters 

3441, fiuffart@gmail.com. 

KNITTING & SEWING: Folks spin a good yarn during 

NAME THAT MOVIE!': Cinemaddicts try to cor- 
Montpelier, 5-6 p.m. S2.50. Info. 229-059B. 


fairs & festivals 


NEW HAVEN RIVER FESTIVAL: A celebration of H,0 

Bliss Stick U.S. New Haven Open on Saturday, and 
$10 for film; $25 for race; free for kayak clinic. Info. 


GREEN MOUNTAIN FILM FESTIVAL: This annual 

'MOTHER NATURE'S CHILD: GROWING OUTDOORS 
IN THE MEDIA AGE’: See WED.30. Northwoods 

‘RACE TO NOWHERE’: Vicki Abeles and Jessica 

School. Shelburne. 7-9 p.m. S10-15. Info. 985-2827. 


ARGENTINEAN TANGO: S 

session. Salsalina Studio. Burlington. 7:30-10 pun. 

BALLROOM LESSON & DANCE SOCIAL: Singles 

dancing. 8-10 p.m. $14. Info. 862-2269. 

DRUM & DANCE: Feel the rhythm and keep the beat 
Town Hall, drum practice. 6:30-7 p.m.; drum and 


1.5-7 pun. $5-12; $35 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.30. 2 p.m. 
COMMUNITY FISH FRY: The Men's Auxiliary 

VFW Post, Essex Junction 6-7 p.m. $5-10. Info. 
878-0700. 

LENTEN FISH DINNER: Families dine on food from 

Church. Montpelier. 5-6:30 p.m. S4-8; $25 per fam- 
ily of four. Info. 793-4276, ptel21B@aol.com. 


BEGINNER YOGA CLASS: Newbies practice the 

‘GENTLE. BUT NOT TOO GENTLE* HATHA YOGA: 

Memorial Library. Williston, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. 
Info, 878-4918. 

Burlington. 6:30-8 p.m. $13. In 


AFTER SCHOOL BOOK DISCUSSION: 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS: See 
THU.31. 3:30 p.m. 

'ALICE IN WONDERLAND: 


light. Town Hall Theater. Middlebury. 7 p.m. $20-25 
Info, 388-0216. 

COUNTERPOINT: In The Legacy Concert" the 






Chandler Music Hall, 
Randolph, 9:30 a.m. $6. 
Info. 728-6464. outreach@ 


Congregational Church, Berlin. 9:30-10:30 a.m. 

CENTER CITY UTTLE LEAGUE REGISTRATION & 
INDOOR PRACTICE: Batter up! Baseball play- 

turned away for lack of funds. Info, 999-0800. 
CHILDREN’S STORY TIME: See WED.30. 10:30 a.m. 
DRAW COMICS!*: Teens sketch and share illus- 
3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7216. 

FAIRFAX PLAYGROUP: See WED.30. 9-10:30 a.m. 
FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: Youngsters entertain 

MONTGOMERY TUMBLE TIME: Budding gymnasts 

SCIENCE & STORIES: Has spring sprung? Little 

sion. $8.50-lo'sO; free for kids 2 and under. Info. 
877-324-6386. 

SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregivers 

10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info' 527-5426. 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC: See THU.31. 7 p.m. 


CUARTETO LATINOAMERICANO: The Latin 

. Burlington, 7:30 p.m. $20-25. Info. 


DANNY KALB TRIO: A prominent American guitar- 
Rutland, 7:30 p.m. $20. Info, 775-0903. 

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE: 

OLD-TIME MUSIC FESTIVAL: Contra dance sessions 

p.m. $5-20. Inro, 508-341-2374. 

\ RUDRESH 

MAHANTHAPPA & THE 
^ INDO-PAK COALITION: 

p.m. $25. Info, 863-5966. 
SALTLICK: Music lovers pack 

5:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Info, 388-7368. 

THEY MIGHT BE GYPSIES: Rochester father-son 

Randolph. 7:30 p.m. $8-10; cash bar. Info, 728-6484. 
VERMONT CONTEMPORARY MUSIC ENSEMBLE: 
Cecelia Daigle's Mortal Fools, Dennis Bathory-Kitsz's 

Montpelier. 8 p.m. $5-22. Info, 849-6900. 

talks 

COLBY MILITARY WRITERS' SYMPOSIUM: See 
HOMESHARE VERMONT TALK: Seniors learn 



JOHN ROGERS: Avian admirers learn about the 

7 p.m. Donations accepted. Info. B78-4132. 

JOYCE CELLARS & MARA WELTON: In 'A Taste of 

OCEAN LAW CONFERENCE: Panel discussions and a 

South Royalton. 10 a.m. -4:45 p.m. Free; S5 for 


calendar 


theater 

AN EVENING WITH CLORIS LEACHMAN: Audiences 

p.m. $68. Info, 760-4634. 

'ANNIE GET YOUR GUN': See THU.31, 7 p.m. 

COMEDY EXTRAVAGANZA II': Three Marble Valley 

sleuthing. West Rutland Town Hall. 7:30 p.m. $15. 

‘CURTAINS': See THU.31. 7 p.m. 

'GREASE': The Mount Mansfield Union High School 

Mansfield Union High School. Jericho. 7:30 p.m. $6. 
Info, 899-4960. 

NATIONAL THEATRE OF LONDON LIVE BROADCAST 
SERIES: LOEW AUDITORIUM: Mary Shelley's 'mon- 

Hanover. N.H.. 7 p.m. S10-20. Info, 603-646-242Z. 
'RABBIT HOLE: A dramatic production captures 

Central School, N.Y., 7:30 p.m. $5. Info. 518 963- 
THE RAINMAKER’: See WED.30.7:30 p.m. 

words 

POETRY ALIVE! 2011 POETRY DISPLAY: Montpelier 

day. Free. Info. 223-3338. rysenechal&kellogghub 


SAT.02 


MEDICINAL HERB GARDEN WORKSHOP: In 'What 
Shall We Plant?,' herbalist and gardener Julie 

Monkton Central School, 1-3 p.m. $10 suggested 


P LEIN-AIR PAINTING MATERIALS & EQUIPMENT: 


SATURDAY ART SAMPLER: Repurposed picture 

Studio Gallery, Burlington, 10 a.m.-noon. $24. Info. 
425-2700. 

UKRAINIAN EGG PAINTING: Essex Junctions 


COMMUNITY FORUM ON SINGLE-PAYER HEALTH 


South Royalton School. 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Free. Info, 

ION TOWN MONTPELIER COMMUNITY 

IK & GATHERING: Neighbors and friends 


CONTRA DANCE: ' 



MONTPELIER CONTRA DANCE: Bob Isaacs calls 

STUDENT CHOREOGRAPHY SHOWING: Advanced 


VSAC COLLEGE PATHWAYS: High school juniors 
8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. Info, 888-943-7301. 


MUD SEASON STOMP: Warren Elementary School 
Picture Theater & Cafe. Waitsfield. 7 p.m. $8-10. 


RECYCLE SALE: A sprawling Indoor garage sale 


SPRING FLING: Folks support the Vermont National 

dance: $8 for dance only (after 8 p.m.)! Info. 352- 

SPRING FLING DINNER/DANCE: To support the 

UNOFFICIAL FINAL FOUR' VIEWING PARTY: Fans 

The ClneClub. Savoy Theater. Montpelier, 5:45 p.m. 


fairs & festivals 


A FESTIVAL OF CULTURES: Cultural diversity in 

accepted. Info, 862-6342. 

NEW HAVEN RIVER FESTIVAL: See FRI.01, 10 a.m. 


WOODSTOCK FILM FESTIVAL: WINTER SERIES: 

$50 per six-film package. Info, 457-2355. 

food & drink 

BREWS IN BLOOM: Ruth Miller hosts a guided pair- 

Pickwlck's at Ye Olde England Inne. Stowe. 5 p.m. 
$65. Info, 223-4744. 

CAPITAL CITY WINTER FARMERS MARKET: Root 


CHAMPLAIN 
ISLANDS WINTER 
FARMERS 
MARKET: Baked 




CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.30. 2 p.m. 
MAPLE CELEBRATION BRUNCH: Lovers of liquid 


THE WHITE RIBBON': A series of eerie events take 


HOPSTOP FAMILY SERIES: Songstress Susie 

Hanover. N.H.. 11 am. Free. Info. 603-646-2422. 

NORTH HERO TUMBLE TIME: Free-play stations 

School. 10-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

READ TO A DOG: Stories form a bond between 

SOFTBALL CUNIC: First- through eighth-grade 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC: See THU.31, 4 p.m. 

music 

BENEFIT CONCERT: Patti Casey and Pete 



Rock Point School. Burlington, 10 a.m.-r 

ST. JOHNSBURY WINTER FARMERS MARKET: 

Info. 626-8511. 

health & fitness 

ZUMBA CLASS: Fast rhythms fuel this Latin- 
Burlington, 9:45-10:45 a.m. Free. Info. 540-0044. 

‘ALICE IN WONDERLAND': See FRI. 01, 11 a.m. $6-12. 
BERKSHIRE TUMBLE TIME: Provided snacks fuel 


Market. 5:30 p.m.; show. 6:30 p.m. $7 suggested 
COUNTERPOINT: See FRI.01. Unitarian 

GRACE POTTER & THE NOCTURNALS: The 

staff; $30 for general public. Info, 654-2304. 

MELLOW YELLOW'S HIT PARADE LIVE: A peace- 

in a staged 1960s-style TV show. Hyde Park Opera 
House. 7:30 p,m. $5-15. Info. 399-2589. 

OLD-TIME MUSIC FESTIVAL: See FRI.01. 1-9 p.m. 

followat7p.m. $20. Ii ' “ 

PHILIP GLASS: T1 

in Einstein on the Beech. Mad Rush and 
MainStage. Burlington, 7 p.m. $24-40; $50- 
p.m.. Info. 863-5966. 

RIPTON COMMUNITY COFFEEHOUSE: 

SOCIAL BAND: In 'Earthly Ground: The Vermont 

THE PARTY CRASHERS: The Upper Valley band 


p.m. $8. Info. 889-9602. 

VARSHAVOSKI-SHAPIRO PIANO DUO: Bom in 


VERMONT CONTEMPORARY MUSIC ENSEMBLE 
VERMONT FIDDLE ORCHESTRA SPRING CONCERT: 

Info. 877-343-3531. info@rvtfiddleorchestra.org. 

POND SKIMMING: Skiers and riders pick up speed 

encouraged. Jay Peak Resort 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Call 
for price. Info. 988-2611. 

POND SKIMMING CELEBRATION: Who will be King 

ages 18 and up). Info. 626-7300. 

SUGARBUSH ADVENTURE GAMES: Two days of 


SWIM THE LONG TRAIL: A! 

Info. 660-9130. ext 113. 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS == 


DAVID VAN DEUSEN: Ir 

Montpelier, 5:30 p.m. Free. Info. 229-0782. 

theater 

ANNIE GET YOUR GUN': See THU.31. 7 p.m. 
‘COMEDY EXTRAVAGANZA II': See FRI.01,7:30 p.m. 
-CURTAINS': See THU.31. 7 p.m. 

’GREASE’: See FRI.01. 2 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. 

-RABBIT HOLE*: See FRI.01, 7:30 p.m. 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE (ABRIDGED)’: Audiences brush 

School. 7 p.m. S7. Info, 7B7-9100. 

THE RAINMAKER 1 : See WED.30, 7:30 p.m. 
VIEWPOINTS WORKSHOP: Adults and older teens 

YOUNG ARTISTS’ SHOWCASE: Local teens strive 

Middlebury. 8 p.m. $5-10, Info. 382-9222. 


STORY TIME: Si 


SUN. 03 

agriculture 

’GARDENING FOR THE BEES. BUTTERFLIES AND 

434-3068. 

PRUNING BASICS: Josh Karp of Cate Hill Orchard 
Farm, East Hardwick. 1-3 p.m. Free. Info. 472-8569. 


Burlington. 7:25-9:30 p.m. $2: free to first-timers. 
Info. 888-5708. portico@istowevt.net. 

STUDENT CHOREOGRAPHY SHOWING: See SAT.02, 


food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.30. 2 p.m. 
COMMUNITY BREAKFAST: The Ladles Auxiliary 
Post. Essex Junction. 9-11 a.m. $3-7. Info. 878-0700. 


health & fitness 


HEALTH SEMINAR: Vermonters learn about the 

Free. Info. 999-3784 or 865-8381. elizabethsleap® 

OPEN MEDITATION CLASSES: Harness your 

Info, 684-0452, vermontiTr5l-ne.com. 


music 

COUNTERPOINT See FRI.01, SL Paul’s Cathedral. 

LITTLE ANTHONY AND THE IMPERIALS: Inducted 
into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2009. this 

MARIACHI LOS CAMPEROS DE NATI CANO: The 

MIDDLEBURY COMMUNITY WIND ENSEMBLE: See 
NORTHEAST FIDDLERS ASSOCIATION: Stringed- 
brush up on their skills. VFW Post. Hyde Park, noon- 

OLD-TIME MUSIC FESTIVAL: See FRI.01. 1-7 p.m. 
SOCIAL BAND: First Baptist Church. Bristol. 4 p.m. 
’SONG AS POETRY: Paul Cassarino. Trade 

Free. Info. 899-4962. 




FRENCH-ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP: Novii 

Burlington. 4-5:30 p.m. Free. Info, 865-7211. 


MON. 04 


COMPUTER LESSON: Folks in need of some tech- 


'CREATING A FINANCIAL FUTURE 1 : Folks with 

’SPEND SMART: Vermonters learn savvy skills for 


TAX ASSISTANCE: See THU.31, 9:15 a.m.-12:15 pjn. 

UNOFFICIAL 'BIG DANCE’ VIEWING PARTY: Fans 

8:30 p.m. Free: cash bar. Info. 229-0598. 


WOMEN'S DROP-IN SOCCER: Ladies — and some- 

862-5091. 


MICHAEL ARNOWITT: The jazz and classical Instru- 
Place Arts. Barre. 3-4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 479-7069. 

theater 

'COMEDY EXTRAVAGANZA II': See FRI.01, 2 p.m. 
‘ECCENTRICITIES OF THE VELVET GENTLEMAN: 
THE WORDS AND MUSIC OF ERIK SATIE’: Pianists 

’GREASE’: See FRI.01. 2 p.m. 

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF WILLIAM 
SHAKESPEARE ( ABRIDGED)': See SAT.02. 2 p.m. 
THE RAINMAKER 1 : See WED.30. 5 p.m. 

YOUTH TALENT SHOWCASE: The Grace Church 


MUSIC WITH RAPHAEL: See THU.31. 10:45 a.m. 
STORIES WITH MEGAN: Preschoolers ages 2 to 

Burlington. 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 865-7216' 
SWANTON PLAYGROUP: See FRI.01, 9:30-11 a.m. 


music 

MAO RIVER CHORALE REHEARSALS: No auditions 

High School. South Duxbury. 6:45-8:45 p.m. Free. 
Info, 496-4781. 

MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE CHOIR: Jeffrey Buettner 

Middlebury College. 8 p.m. $6-10. Info. 443-6433. 


RECORDER-PLAYING GROUP: Musicians produce 
Store, South Burlington. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 658- 

talks 

A WORLD OF HEALTH: CONNECTING PEOPLE. 


-CREATING POLICY CHANGE THROUGH 
GRASSROOTS LEADERSHIP’: Vermont's youngest 

College. Burlington, 7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 383-6674. 
MICHAEL ATKINSON: The University of Cincinnati 

Paths to the Sacred." Faith United Methodist 
Church, South Burlington. 2 p.m. $5. Info. 864-3516. 


theater 

RADIO MACBETH': A 1940s radio-play rehearsal of 

$10-42. Info. 603-646-2422. 


'CRAPTASTICF: Vermont nimmaker David Giancola 

101. Fleming Museum. UVM, Burlington. 4:30-6:30 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.30. 2 p.m. 
COOKING CLASS: Foodies clock some time in 


health & fitness 

AURA HEALING CLINIC: People receive treatment 

p.m. Free. Info, 922-9090. 

STRONG LIVING EXERCISE: See THU.31. 8 a.m. 

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS: See THU.31. 3:30 p.m. 
INFANT STORY HOUR: Kiddos up to age 2 absorb 


BOOK DISCUSSION SERIES: 'EARTH TONES’: Rachel 

Montpelier, 7 p.m. Free. Info, 223-3338. 

KAREN SHENFELD: The wordsmith of 7he Fertile 
Room, Angell College Center. SUNY Plattsburgh. 

MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP: 

sharing. Ilsley Public Library. Middlebury 10 a.m.- 
noon. Free. Info, 388-2926. cpotter93S® 


TUE.05 


ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION SERIES: A 


‘STAND UP. SIT DOWN AND LAUGH’: Local yuksters 

863-5966. 

BALLROOM DANCE CLASS: Folks take instruction in 
swing from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and rumba from 6:30 

MASTER CLASS WITH TEENA MARIE CUSTER: 


TUE.05 » P.50 


calendar 


TUE.05 « P.49 

AWAKENING MINDFULNESS: A weekly series with 

633-4136. 

BAREFOOT WALK: As part of TOMS' annual One Day 

p.m. Free. Info. 860-710-0116. 

CHAMPLAIN VALLEY QUILTERS' GUILD: Stitchers 

Free for members: S5 for guests. Info, 846-7392. 
-KEYS TO CREDIT: A seminar clears up the con- 
Burlington, 10 a.m.-noon. & 6-8 p.m. Free. Info, 


THE KLEZMATICS: ON HOLY GROUND': In advance 

Burlington, 7:30 p.m. F: 


CHARITY NIGHT: Sip a cocktail to support the 
X. Drink, Burlington, 4:30 p.m.-2 


CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: 

health & fitness 

ARMCHAIR AEROBICS: See THU.31, 11:30 a.m.-noon. 
LAUGHTER YOGA: What's so funny? Giggles burst 

Burlington, 5 p.m. Free. Info, 355-5129. 

UJJAYI PRANAYAMA: Yogis concentrate on breath- 

Montpeller, 6-7:30 p.m. Free. Info, 223-8004, ekt 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND': See FRI. 01. 9:30 a.m. and 
noon. $8.50. For grades 2 to 6. Info. 863-5966. 
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS: See THU.31, 3:30 p.m. 
CHILDREN'S STORY HOUR: Two- to 5-year-olds 
Barre. 10:30 a.m. Free. Info. 476-7550, aldrichli 

CHILDREN’S STORY TIME: See WED.30, 10:30 a.m. 
CREATIVE TUESDAYS: Artists engage their imagl- 

FAIRFAX STORY HOUR: Songs, tales and crafts 
10:30 a.m. Free. Info, 527-5426. 

GRAND ISLE PAJAMA STORY TIME: L 
Library, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 527-5426. 

KIDS STORY HOUR: Literature hounds show up 
3 meet at 10 a.m.; ages 3 to 5 meet at 10:30 a.m. 
MUSIC WITH ROBERT: The host of a weekly folk- 

Buriington, 11-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 865-7216. 

OPEN COMPUTER TIME: See THU.31, 3-4:30 p.m. 


SOUTH HERO PLAYGROUP: Free play, crafting and 

a.m. Free. Inro, 527-5426. 

ST. ALBANS PLAYGROUP: Creative activities and 


STORY HOUR: Tales and picture books catch the 
Library. Williston. 11 a.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 
STORY TIME FOR TOTS: Three- to 5-year-olds savor 


TODDLER STORY TIME: Tr 

Hinesburg, 9:30-10 a.r 


School. Winooski. 7-9:30 p.m. Free. Info. 505-9595. 

JOHNSON STATE COLLEGE CHAMBER SINGERS: 


nal Church, Jeffersonville, 7:30 


WED.06 


CHITTENDEN COUNTY PHILATELIC CLUB: Stamp 

Free. Info, 660-4817, laineyrapp@yahoo.com. 
HOW TO COMPOST: Kitchen scraps, old news- 




LUNCH a LEARN: Speaker Charlie I 

'PLAUDERABEND': Conversationalists with a 


TECH SAVVY': Experience the wonder of the web 


BEHIND-THE-SCENES LUNCH a DISCUSSION: 
'EURYDICE': Director Alex Draper, '88. joins the cast 

Seeler Studio Theatre. Mahaney Center for the Arts, 
lunch included. Info. 443-6433. 

MATTHEW DICKERSON: The Middlebury College 

What It Means to Be Human and Why It Matters." 
St. Edmund's Hall, SL Michael's College. Colchester. 

SPEAKING FROM EXPERIENCE 1 LECTURE SERIES: 

Burlington, 7 p.m. Free. Info. 865-6432 

theater 

'MACBETH': Milton High School Theatre Company 

Milton Middle/High School. 7-8 p.m. $6 suggested 
donation. Info. 893-3230. ext. 503. 

RADIO MACBETH': See M0N.04. 7 p.m. 


OPEN POETRY READING: Locals sign up to recite 

POETRY ALIVE! 2011 POETRY DISPLAY: See FRI.01. 


VERMONT FAMILY NETWORK CONFERENCE: 

Natural, keynotes. Stoweflake Mountain Resort & 


BRIEF ENCOUNTER-: A chance meeting between a 

Marshfield. 7 pjn. Free. Info, 426-3581. jaquithpubli 
DEAD POETS SOCIETY': After a screening of Peter 

VOICES FROM THE NEW AMERICAN 
SCHOOLHOUSE': Danny Mydlack's documentary ex- 

p.m. Free. Info, 443-5013. pdougher@ 

food & drink 

CHOCOLATE-DIPPING DEMO: See WED.30. 2 p.m. 
THE OPEN TABLE: See WED.30. 6-8 p.m. 


ENERGY TAPPING: Eliminate anxiety and depres- 

YOGA CLASS: Gentle stretches Improve core 

CHILDREN'S STORY TIME: See WED.30. 10:30 a.m. 
ENOSBURG PLAYGROUP: J 
FAIRFAX PLAYGROUP: 

HIGH SCHOOL BOOK GROUP: See WED.30, 5-6 p.m. 
HIGHGATE STORY HOUR: See WED.30. 10-11 a.m. 
ICE SKATING FOR HOMESCHOOLERS: See WED.30, 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BOOK GROUP: 


music 

35TH PARALLEL: Noted by Showcase Magazine 

10:30 a.m. & 1 p.m. $4. Info. 748-2600. 

VALLEY NIGHT: Workingman^ Army grace the 

Theater & Cafe. Waitsfield, 8 p.m. $5 suggested 
cover. Info. 496-8994. 


DAVE ZIRIN: In ‘Sports and Resistance in the 
United States: A Political Legacy," the author 

Middlebury College. 4:30 p.m. Free. Info. 443-6433. 
GORDON ROBISON: In "The Obama Administration 


MEG BROOK: The president of Volunteers for Peace 

in "World Without Borders." Burlington College. 6:15 
p.m. Free. Info, 540-3060. info@vfp.org, 

MICHAEL PALMA: The poet contemplates contem- 


Do Write Them the Way They Used To." Fletcher 
PETER SACCIO: The Leon D. Black professor of 

Library. Middlebury, 7 p.m. Free. Info. 388-4095. 


PETER SCHUMANN: The founder and director of 




Free Library, 7 p.m. Free. Info, 773-1860. info@ 
SHAHAN MUFTI: The Brooklyn-based journalist dis- 

College Center. SUNY Plattsburgh. N.Y.. 7 p.m. Free. 
Info, 518-564-4391. 




SPRING AWAKENING’: Music by Duncan Sheik. 

Flynn MainStage. Burlington. 7:30 p.m. $45-62. 


SCIENCE MAGIC: Kid chemists in grades 3 and 
Williston, 3 p.m. Free. Info. 878-4918. 


1^3 1 BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

mobile -AR EVENTS. PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS, CLUB DATES. 



classes 



: CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES = 


acting 


k THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
J ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONUNE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


JEWELRY: PENDANTS & 
EARRINGS: May 3-24, 6-8:30 

$120/nonmembers, S106/BCA 
members. Location: BCA Clay 
Studio, 250 Main St., Burlington. 


BCA 


DIVERSITY STUDIOS 
PROGRAMS: 1- & 2-week camps. 

College St., Burlington. Info: 


available online. 




burlington city 
arts 

CLAY: BEGINNING WHEEL I: Apr. 
7-May 26. 6-8:30 p.m.. Weekly 

bers, S202.50/BCA members. 
Clay sold separately ® $20/25 

Location: BCA Clay Studio. 250 


PHOTO: DIGITAL PRINT 
WORKSHOP: Apr. 7-May 12. 6-9 


S225/BCA members. Location: 

your work to tbe next level. 


PASTEL AND MIXED MEDIA W/ 
SEAN DYE: Apr. 9, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Cost: SllS/class. Location: Helen 
Day Art Center. 5 School SL, 


CLAY: INT./ADV. WHEEL 
THROWING: Apr. 7-May 26, 
9-11:30 a.m.. Weekly on Thu. 

S225/BCA members. Clay sold 
separately at $20/25 lb. bag. 

BCA Clay Studio, 250 Main St., 


PRINT: SILKSCREENING: Apr. 





250 Main St., Burlington. Learn 




BURLINGTON'S BEST SALSA: 
DAVID LARSON & SOUTH END 


Location: South End Studio, 6*96 

World Tortilla. Burlington. Info: 
Sabrina. 540-0044. southend 

DANCING W/ STYLE: Call for 

With Style, University Mall.S. 
Burlington. Info: 793-7524, 

DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

Cost: $13/dass. Location: 

266 Pine SL, Burlington. Info: 
Victoria. 598-1077. info® 


Club. 20 Crowley St., Burlington. 
St. Albans, Colchester. Info: 

First Step Dance, 598-6757, 




MODERN DANCE, BALLET. 
PILATES: Location: Burlington 
Dances (Chace Mill, top floor), 

1 Mill SL. 372. Burlington. 

Lucille Dyer, 863-3369. Info® 




CERAMICS/CLAY STUDIO: Adult 




LEARN TO SWING DANCE: Cost: 
$60/6-week series ($50 for 

Champlain Club. 20 Crowley 
monLcom, 860-7501. Great fun. 


FUSED GLASS: Adult class. 

27; May 4. 11. 18. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

$200/series. Location: Davis 
Studio, 4 Howard SL. Burlington. 




Davis 
A# Studio 

c-lsctot te fetter ijour oree+iVrhj 


Info: 425-2700, davisstudiovt. 

FASHION FACELIFT: Adult class. 
May 2 9, 16. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Cost: $200/series. Location: 
Davis Studio. 4 Howard St., 
Burlington. Info: 425-2700, 

MIXED-MEDIA ART DOLLS: Adult 

7, 14. (skip 21). 28; May 5. 12, 

19, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Instructed 

425-2700, davisstudiovt.com/ 


p.m., Weekly on Wed. Cost: $45/ 

195 Central School Dr_ Williston. 
Info: Michele Morris, 598-5625, 

feldenkrais 

FELDENKRAIS: Weekly on 

Arts. 187 St. Paul St.. Burlington. 
Info: Uwe Mester. 735-3770, 

is free! The Feldenkrais Method, 





classes 


k THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
1 ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE VOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNUMFTED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


rts@flynncenter.org. 


for health and illness. This class 

ARMCHAIR FORAGER: Apr. 6. 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: SZ0/2-hr„ 
fun-filled workshop. Location: 

Canal St., Winooski. Info: Purple 
Herbs. 865-4372. info@purple 




Certification Progran 


Info: 456-8122, annie@wi: 

oftheherbsschooi.com. 

wisdomoftheherbsschool 


& uniform for S175. 




flynnarts 


Arts. Burlington. Info: 652-4548, 
fiynnarts@flynncenter.org. 


18. fiynnarts@flynncenter 


flynnarts@fiynncenter.org for an 

TEXT AND MOVEMENT 
WORKSHOP W/ JANE COMFORT: 


gardening 


Location: Gardener’s Supply 
Burlington Store, 128 Intervale 
Rd.. Burlington. Info: 660-3505 


BIBLE LANDSCAPING WITI 


Location: Gardener's Supply 
Rd.. Burlington. Info: 660-3505 


IE GARDEN CLUB: Apr. 1-Sep. 


FLYMMARTS 


healing 

REMEMBERING TH 






George Usi, naturalist. 

horticulture 

LEARN THE LANGUAGE OF 


Purple Shutter Herbs, Purple 




CREATING THE ULTIMATE 


Cost: $400/10 sessions. 
Gables, 546 Anderson Rd., Ba 

Gables, Joann Darling. 476- 
3350, gardens7gables@gmai 




Winooski. Info: Purple Shutter 


Kyle, a raw nutritionist 


health! Oh, yeah, you’ll mak 






jewelry 


oonlight Gifts. Rte. 7. 


VERMONT BRAZILIAN Jll 


Sign-up required! 

language 


Burlington. Info: 652-4548. 
f1ynnarts@fiynncenter.org. 


thriving, whafs next? The perfect 
follow-up for every seed-starting 
attendee. Presenter: David 


Horsetailherbs.org. Herbal ap- 
ples; nutritional support; diet; 
making; plant identification; te; 


ild foods; field trips; iridology: 


$160/10 1-hr. classes. Loc 
Spanish in Waterbury Ce 
Waterbury Center. Info: S 
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class. Call Tor details! Upstairs in 


of Healing, 21 Essex Way. suite 
of Healing, Scott Moylan. 288- 

We will explore Oriental medi- 


available. NCBTMB-assIgned 


658-7715. touchvt®gmail.com. 


LEARN TO MEDITATE: 


paranormal 

BE VERY. VERY. AFRAID: Apr. 
22-24. Location: Back Inn 
Time. St Albans. Info: 881-1171. 

photography 

SPRING CLASSES-ONE-ON-ONE 
PRIVATE CLASSES OF YOUR 
CHOICE: Cost: $69/half day. 
$99/full day. Location: Linda 

Info: 23B-9540, Irphotography® 

Digital Photography. Digital 
Set Up Your Photo Business. 


HeartSong Reiki, Stockbridge. 
Info: HeartSong Reiki, Kelly 
McDermott-Burns. 746-8834. 

Reiki symbols. The student will 


pilates 


ALL WELLNESS: Location: 208 

863-9900. allwellnessvt.com. 




658-6795. burlingtonshambha- 


ZUM8A & BELLY DANCE: 

top floor. 1 Mill St, suite 372. 
Dances. Lucille Dyer, 863- 


10:30 a.m. and the first Tuesday 


psychic 


BASIC PSYCHIC DEVELOPMENT 

CLASS: Apr. 14-Jun. 16. 7-10 p.m.. 
Weekly on Thu. Cost: 5175/class. 
Location: TBD. Underhill. Info: 




REIKI II CLASS: OKUOEN: 


spirituality 

MONTHLY READING/HEALING: 

Cost: S20/person. Location: 


stress reduction 

FEAR OF FLYING WORKSHOP: 


Lurie. 578-8391. samuel® 

Afraid to fly? Take this proven 

support groups 

A MINDFUL JOURNEY THROUGH 
GRIEF W/ TALLY GENTRY ft 
TISHA SHULL: Apr. 21-May 12, 
6-7:30 p.m.. Weekly on Thu. 

Therapy. 364 Dorset St., suite 
Shull, 658-9440. "Grieving allows 


very important. SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI CHUAN: 

a class. Location: Bao Tak Fai 
Tai Chi Institute. 100 Church 
St., Burlington. Info: 864-7902, 


tial skill. 

YANG-STYLE TAI CHI: Help tsu- 

Chi for Charity on Apr. 2. 100% 
ShelterBox. shelterboxusa.org. 

8:30-10 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.-noon. 
Cost: 516/class, 560/mo. for 4 
classes, 5115/mo. for 8 classes. 
5160/12 classes (1 time per 
week for 3 mos.), 5300/3 mos. 




Healing Center. 180 Flynn Ave., 

the old Magic Hat Brewery build- 
ing. Info: 318-6238. Tai Chi is a 


training 


MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS 
PROGRAM: Apr. 12, 5:30-9:30 

al test & permit fee S24 to state 

CVU Access (Champlain Valley 
Union High School), 369 CVU 

CVU Access. 482-7194. access,* 

students with safety basics. 


wingspan studio 

INTRO FAUX FINISHING 
WORKSHOP: May 14-21. 3-5 


natural world. We'll work in the 

SUMMER CAMP AT WING- 
SPAN STUDIO: Jun. 20-Jul. 25. 
8:30 a.m. -2:30 p.m. Weekly 
on Sun. Cost: 5300/1 week. 

Week 13-18 years. I: Creative 

III: Art & French, Jul. 11-15. IV: Art 
& Science. Jul. 18-22. V: Art & 
Nature Week, Jul. 25-29. 


Maggie Standley 233.7676 


Dances. 1 Mill SL. suite 372. 

Dances. Lucille Dyer. 863-3369. 
Lucille@NaturalBodiesPilates. 




writing 


WRITING THERAPY GROUP 
FOR WOMEN W/ HEATHER 
PARKER. MA. LCMHC: 8-week 
series. Mon.. Apr. 4-May 23. 
5:30-7 p.m.: insurance accepted. 

Yoga & Therapy, 364 Dorset St., 
Heather. 658-9440. vtcyt.com. 

yoga 

ADAPTIVE YOGA: Tue.. noon- 
1:15. Chace Mill, wheelchair 
entrance. Cost: 59/class. 57 w/ 




EVOLUTION YOGA: Dally yoga 

Mon.-Fri. ® 4:30 p.m., class is 




LAUGHING RIVER YOGA: Daily 

(55-515 suggested) Mon.-Fri. at 

1 Mill St.. Chace Mill, suite 126. 
Yoga, 343-809, emily@laughing 


teachers offer Kripalu, Jivamuktl. 

YOGA AT THE AYURVEDIC 
CENTER: Mon., Tue. & Wed. 

Village. Info: 872-8898, 

Sarab Kaur. Beginner Hatha Yoga 

ister by calling 872-8898. @ 




w 


^ ^ ■ ■ ■ e're entering a 
deling phas 

Katie Trautz is 
sitting at a small 
table at the Langdon Street Cafe in 
Montpelier and explaining some of 
the unusual inspirations and tech- 
niques Wooden Dinosaur are exploring 
in preparation for recording their next 
album. Michael Roberts, her longtime 
friend and cofounder of the eclectic lo- 
cal ensemble, sits across from her. Warm 
strains of Feist’s The Reminder emanate 
from the cafe’s speakers. “There are a 
lot of diverse influences in our music,” 
Trautz, 28, is saying. 

Indeed. Indie folk is the easiest . 
point of reference for Wooden Dino- i 

saur's 2010 debut, Nearly Lost Stars. ' 
But it's not an adequate descriptor. 
That album boasts an array of stylistic 
touchstones, from rock and psychedelia 
to folk, old time and country. Every song 
rebuffs a strict definition. 

“When we explore country and folk 
music, all of the other music we listen 
to is never really far from mind,” con- 
tributes Roberts, also 28 and the band’s 
primary songwriter. He raves about a re- 
cent local performance by Kurt Vile and 
reveals an affinity for Argentine song- 
writer Juana Molina. As a child, Roberts’ 
father introduced him to folk and coun- 
try icons such as Hank Williams and Bob 
Dylan. He recalls listening to Pavement, 
Nirvana and Dinosaur Jr. as a teenager. 

But yodeling? 

“I've been listening to a lot of Bob 
Wills lately," Roberts says, referring to 
the late western-swing bandleader. “It’s 
been inspirational. His band had, like, 
three fiddle players, a bunch of horns, 
electric guitars...” 

“And yodeling,” Trautz interjects. 

“And yodeling," echoes Roberts. 
“It doesn’t seem like it should work. 
But it does.” 

Though few would ever confuse 
Wooden Dinosaur with a western-swing 
band, the correlation is a good one. A 
sextet when at full strength, Wooden 
Dinosaur employ a unique assortment of 
guitars, strings, horns and organs to ac- 
cent Roberts’ esoteric songwriting. 

“[Wills’ band] works because it’s 
this weird orchestra, working together 
to come up with the right arrange- 
ments,” Roberts continues. “That’s sort 
of my goal: to explore all these different 


No Place 
Like Home 

Wooden Dinosaur settle down in Vermont 

BY DAN BOLLES 


types of music, but make it work because 
we’re doing [them] together." 

Trautz and Roberts have been play- 
ing together since meeting during their 
first week at Bates College in 2000, 
even though Roberts admits they didn’t 
have a lot in common at first. Back then, 
Trautz primarily played the steel pan 
(for Wooden Dinosaur, she’s a vocalist 
and fiddler), while Roberts focused on 
jazz and classical guitar. 

Trautz is a folkie at heart. The Cabot 
native began learning the fiddle in high 
school, continued through college and 
has studied with a number of local fid- 
dlers since. She also performs in the lo- 
cal folk duo Mayfly. Trautz has no classi- 
cal training, but is a driving force behind 
Montpelier's Summit School of Tradi- 
tional Music and Culture, a community- 
oriented folk-music academy. 

To find common ground with Trautz, 
Roberts delved deeply into American 
folk music. But first, he made a slight de- 
tour ... to Mongolia. 

“I just wanted to get really far away 
from the Northeast,” the New England 
native says of his postcollege travels. He 


also wanted to distance himself from 
music in general for a while. Despite 
that intention, Roberts soon became im- 
mersed in Mongolia’s rich folk heritage. 

“Just being around folk musicians in 
Mongolia and seeing how they approach 
their own music and musicianship made 
me look into American music more 
deeply,” he says. 

When Roberts returned in 2007, 
he and Trautz began informally col- 
laborating again. Wooden Dinosaur 
didn't truly take shape until 2010, 
when Roberts’ brother, Frank Rob- 
erts, joined the duo on drums. The 
newly formed trio began work on 
Nearly Lost Stars. 

Michael Roberts’ journeys provided 
a fundamental theme for the record. “A 
lot of it is about traveling ... feelings of 
alienation,” he says. “Never really know- 
ing what home is.” 

While his songs reflect personal ex- 
periences, much of the alienation ex- 
pressed is rooted in a more profound 
dichotomy that Roberts observed while 
in Inner Mongolia. Similar to Tibet, he 
explains, the region was once indepen- 


dent and has since been colonized by 
the Han Chinese. 

“That’s a really crazy place,” he 
says. “There is a lot of tension. So, 
a lot of that alienation comes from 

friends living in a place that is sup- 
posed to be their home, but it’s not any- 

At the time, Roberts was also deal- 
ing with fallout from an ill-fated, long- 
distance relationship. “There are some 
classic breakup songs, too,” he points 

It’s difficult to divine literal meanings 
in the songs on Nearly Lost Stars. Rob- 
erts’ lyrics are often mysterious even to 
Trautz, who sings lead on several tracks. 
“Often, I don't really know what I'm 
singing about,” she admits. “I internal- 
ize and interpret them in my own way.” 
Trautz says she was previously unaware 
of the Mongolia connection, “but I un- 
derstand the alienation.” 

Roberts says his lyrical vagueness is in- 
tentional. “pf taken literally], I can't imag- 
ine anyone would understand, or that it 
would connect with anybody,” he says. 

Trautz points to a new song, “The 
Haunted.” “It has to do with being 
haunted, in my mind, by love,” she 
says. “The lyrics are so ambiguous, and 
there’s so much feeling in them. But I'm 
not quite sure what the specific theme is. 
But that allows me to feel the song, even 
if I’m not really interpreting it as origi- 
nally written.” 

Wooden Dinosaur will begin record- 
ing a follow-up record this summer. 
Trautz notes that Roberts’ new mate- 
rial is more focused, which is perhaps 
a result of the songwriter's newfound 
stability. His wanderlust sated, he’s now 
settled in Brattleboro and is engaged. 

“There’s less of a longing,” Trautz ob- 
serves. “It's more about love, home and 
what's going on in the world.” 

“I take more of a stance, which is a lit- 
tle scary,” Roberts adds, referring to the 
social and political undercurrents in his 
new songs. “It's easy to be ambiguous. 
But putting yourself out there is kind of 
frightening.” 

That may be true. But, as Trautz 
notes, there is strength in stability. And 
they can always count on yodeling. © 
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Battle Stations 

Nothing rewards the 
intimate labor of love 
that is creating music like 
presenting it to a roomful 
of strangers and asking 
them to vote on whose 
deeply personal form of 
self-expression is “best.” I 
mean, that’s why one plays 
music, right? To have his 
or her innermost fears and 
dreams arbitrarily judged 
by (possibly drunk) others? 
Well, that and to score 
chicks. But I digress. 

I’m being facetious. But 
that scenario pretty much 
describes every Battle of 
the Bands competition. 

The problem with pitting 
musicians against one 
another is that there’s 
really no quantifiable way 
to compare music. You 
can’t give rockers runs or 
touchdowns. And point- 
based assessments are 
entirely subjective, as flawed 
as the judges who make 

But that doesn’t make 
your average Battle of the 
Bands any less enjoyable 
to watch. Truth is, they’re 
really fun. 

This week, three venues 
in Middlebury — 51 Main, 
American Flatbread and 
Two Brothers Tavern — 
are joining forces to host 
a unique, weekend-long 
musical throwdown called, 
um, the Middlebury Battle 
of the Bands. (Really, Midd 
kids? What’s tuition running 
these days?) 

The competition features 
nine local acts battling it 
out to decide, once and for 
all, who is the greatest band 
in the history of Vermont. 
Either that or who will earn 
the right to play the opening 
slot at Middlebury College's 
spring concert. 

Thursday through 
Saturday, three bands will 
compete against each other, 
with the winner advancing 
to a final round on Saturday, 


April 9. But here’s the 
wrinkle: Rather than share 
the same stage, bands will 
compete in separate venues, 
with each group’s start time 
staggered by one hour. This 
means interested parties will 
have to switch venues every 
hour to catch every band. I 


understand why sharing the 
love might make sense for 
the venues, but it seems like 
a pain for fans. And, as voting 
is based on crowd response, 
what’s to stop a band from 
packing the joint with its 
own fans ahead of time? Not 
that anyone would do that, 
of course. (Looking at you, 

SPIRIT ANIMAL.) 

Minor quibble aside, it 
sounds like a great weekend 
with a solid lineup. 

Thursday, in order of 
appearance, the competing 
acts are Afro-funky bunch 
bearquarium (51 Main); 

(Two Brothers); and indie- 
folk darlings osage orange 
(Flatbread). 

Friday’s menage a rock 
features prog rockers prana 
(51 Main); folk rockers 

the PEASANT DRAMATIC (TWO 

Brothers); and simply 


rockers dirtwar (Flatbread). 

Saturday’s action finds 
reggae rockers amozen (51 
Main) taking on power-punk 
trio Spirit Animal (Two 
Brothers) and alt-country 
sweethearts split tongue 
crow (Flatbread). 

Good luck to all, and let 


me know how it all works 
out. (My money is on Spirit 
Animal, but mostly cuz 
they’ll probably cheat. In 
a fair fight, I’m giving 2-1 
odds on Bearquarium; 3-1 on 
both Osage Orange and Split 
Tongue Crow. Who wants 
some?) 

BiteTorrent 

In nongambling news, the 
big haps this weekend is 
the 10th annual Fools Gold 
Art Auction and Pink and 
Blue Ball, at the BCA Center 
(formerly Firehouse Gallery) 
on Friday, April 1. (By the 
way, how much longer do we 
have to continue clarifying 
that the former Firehouse 
Gallery is now called the 
BCA Center? Can we all 
agree that we get it?) The 
unique fundraiser always 
draws interesting local 


musical acts, and this year 
is no exception. Slated to 
appear are rockers the steph 
pappas experience, indie 
rockers villanelles — who 
are ever so close to releasing 
a new EP — and up-and- 
coming electro-rock outfit 
diamond tiger. 


Earlier that same evening 
in yet another art gallery, 
the VCAM/RETN Art 
Space on Flynn Avenue, yet 
another trio of nifty local 
acts provides the soundtrack, 
this time, to a reception for 
the works of w. david powell, 
best known as the artist who 
designed the cover for the 
allman brothers' album Eat a 
Peach. Scheduled to perform 
are bedroom-pop songwriter 
lady lioness, ambient 
instrumental trio squio 
city and electro-acoustic 
tunesmith nuda veritas. 


Speaking of Nuda Veritas 
(aka rebecca kopycinski), I'm 
happy to report that she has 
finally finished recording 
the long-awaited follow- 
up to her mind-bogglingjy 
excellent 2009 double album, 
Songs far Doing Dishes/Still 
Lives. There’s no official 
release date yet, but I’m told 
it’s now in the mixing and 
mastering stage and should 
be out in a month-ish. On a 
personal note, I’m kinda sad 
about this development, as it 
means I’ll have to find some 
other long-overdue artist or 
band to publicly harass about 
putting out a new record. 

But who? (Looking in your 
direction, blue button, swale, 

ANDERS PARKER CLOUD BADGE, 
MARYSE SMITH, SWale, DIRTY 
WATTS, TORPEDO RODEO and 

Swale.) 


Band Name of the Week: 

The rex complex. You may 
or may not dig the band's 
self-described “roots ruckus" 
sound — I prefer their self- 
described “freakfuckall” 
stuff, personally. But 











Are you a 

smoker? 



You may be able to participate 
in a research program at the 
University of Vermont! 


STUDY #30: Forages 18-45 

•You will learn strategies to decrease 
your anxiety and quit smokingl 

• The study involves a total of 1 2 visits 

• Free Nicotine Replacement Patches are 
included in the brief 4-session intervention 

•Also earn monetary compensation for 
most visits, totaling up to SI 42.50 in cash 


u) For more information or to set up an 
2 appointment, please call 656-0655 

£ STUDY #33: For ages 18-65 

1,1 This study involves 2 visits, a total of 
approximately 4 hours. If eligible you may 
be asked to quit for 12 hours. Participants 
in the study may be paid $40 in cash 


For more information or to set up 
k an appointment, please call 
I Teresa at 656-3831 


CLUB DATES 


music 



A: ALL AGES. NC; NO COVER. 


WED. 30 


burlington area 



MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Open Mic with Andy 





SHELBURNE STEAKHOUSE ft SALOON: C. 


central 

BIG PICTURE THEATER & CAFE:Va1ley Night with 
LANGDON STREET CAFE: the Drenched Earth Tour 


champlain valley 



ON THE RISE BAKERY: John Smythe & Spider 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Open MIc Night, 



THE SHED RESTAURANT & BREWERY: Eames 


regional 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 8 p.m.. Free. 


THU. 31 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Bob Gagnon Trio (acoustic). 7 p.n 



CLUB METRONOME: Mushpost presents Eprom 
(hyphy). 9 p.m., StO. 

FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9 p.m., Free. 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Toad the Wet 
HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: A Sober 



LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Mike Martin & Geoff Kim 



MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: Punk Night: Y69. 



Star Power Hailed as “the Godfather of British blues." john mayall is 
almost more notable for the careers he’s helped mold than his own. Almost. Mayall 
was a key figure in the development of such legendary players as Eric Clapton, Peter 
Green, Mick Fleetwood and Mick Taylor. But his own contribution to the canon of 
British blues with Ins band the Bluesbreakers is simply peerless. Still going strong 

White River 


after a 50-plus-year career, Mayall stops by the Tupelo Music Hall 
Junction this Thursday, March 31. jPJ* 




champlain valley 



AMERICAN FLATBREAD: B: 



FRI.OI 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Myra Flynn (neo-soul).7 p.m., Free. 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with Steve. 9 pun.. Free. 

BANANA WINDS CAFE & PUB: Marc Brisson 

CLUB METRONOME: No Diggity: Return to the 90s 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Mimosa. Michal 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: First Friday 
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MORPHINE'S DANA COLLEY loves 

’em. The bari-sax player 
touted the Brooklyn-based 
experimental rock outfit as 
“one of the most exciting 
bands I have had the 
pleasure of playing with.” 
Pretty high praise from 
the dude who played with 
flicking Morphine. Pardon 
me. TRC are at Radio Bean 
this Sunday with railbird. 


If you only see one show 
this week ... well, it should 
probably be the Turning 
Point “Sober Jam!” benny 
at the Higher Ground 
Showcase Lounge this 
Thursday with the too 

TIGHT TRIO and KIP MEANER, 
the JOSHUA PANDA BAND, the 
NOBBY REED PROJECT, and SETH 

yacovone. It’s a good cause, 
and, hey, at least you won’t 
blow any money at the bar, 
right? But if you can see 
two shows this weekend, 
make the second one jeffthe 
brotherhood this Sunday at 
the Monkey House. That’ll 
be about as far from a sober 
jam as you can get. 

This just in from 1974: 

JEFFERSON STARSHIP will be at 

the Tupelo Music Hall in 
White River Junction this 
Saturday. In a related story, 
Jefferson Starship apparently 
still exists. 


In a recent email, Patrick 
ormiston might have just 
stumbled upon a new Seven 
Daysies award category: 
"Best Not From Vermont 
but From Vermont Band.” 
The japhy ryoer bassist was 
referring to an intriguing 
new group he's performing 
with, wontanara. I don’t 
think that creating their own 
category would preclude 
them from winning the 
(completely fictional) award, 
though. The septet is led by 
Guinea-born vocalist and 
doundoun player seny daffe 
and is essentially a mashup 
of Japhy Ryder and African 
drum ensemble jeh kulu. 
They'll be at the Parima 
Main Stage this Saturday, 
opening for Montpelier- 
based electro-funk fusionists 

CASIO BASTARD. 


Nectar’s is amping up the 
weekly residencies that have 
carried the club through 
recent months. Throughout 
April, the House that phish 
Built is rolling out Metal 
Mondays hosted by nefarious 
frenzy, the metalicious side 
project from lendway's matt 
hagen. Hagen writes that he 
hopes to be able to rotate a 
new lineup of bands each 
week. This Monday features 
Nefarious Frenzy, withheld, 

AN UNKINDNESS OF RAVENS 


(great name) and musical 
MANSLAUGHTER (ditto). WRUV 
disc jockey metal matt longo 
holds down the wheels of 
steel (metal?) in between sets. 


Local DJ collective mushpost 
has a big show this Thursday 
at Club Metronome featuring 
innovative electronic music 
producer eprom. The San 
Fran-based phenom is 
gaining worldwide renown 
for infusing his original 
material with improvisation, 
all performed live. Also 
on the bill: Mushpost DJs 
the orator, sycofont and 
thelonious x, bonjour-hii's 
dj treatz, and WRUV’s 
DJ zsev, the last of whom 
recently won the elimiBASS 


competition at Champlain 
College. 

Congrats on another fine 
season to the folks at 
the Good Times Cafe in 
Hinesburg, which wraps 
things up Wednesday, April 
6, with a performance by 
harp guitar virtuoso Stephen 
bennett. The show should 
sell out. And if it does, I’m 
told Good Times will add 
another show on Thursday, 
April 7.® 
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“Consistently 
one of the best 
Vermont news 
aggregators 
— always 
interesting and 
on the mark. 


If you don’t get 
it, you should. 

Thanks, 

Seven Days.” 

STEPHEN MEASE 



Sign up to keep up: 

sevendaysvt.com/daily7 



Expand and Contract Six months ago, nat Baldwin was 

playing the grandest stages in the land with white-hot indie-rock outfit Dirty 
Projectors. This week, he embarks on a solo tour that will land him in far cozier 
environs than, say, Madison Square Garden. Think alt-theaters, dive bars and 
chapels, intimate settings that should suit the graceful avant-garde pop suites found 
on the bassist and composer’s forthcoming effort, People Changes. Baldwin plays the 
Monkey House on Saturday, April 2. Local indie songwriter tooth ache, opens. 


IB METRONOME: Re 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Jamie Lee Thurst- 
HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Cornme 



MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: Jennifer Her 
MONKEY HOUSE: St. Mike's Alumni Social. 



RASPUTIN'S: Nastee (hip-hop), 10 p.m.. Free. 



Rl RA IRISH PUB: Pleasure Dome (rock). 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE: Andrew Parker-Renga 


central 

LANGDON STREET CAFE: Michale Graves. K. Low 





Watch something LOCAL this week, 


REVIEW this 


Let’s Whisper, The 
Shortest Days 

IWEEPOP! RECORDS, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOADI 



There’s something both sweet and 
melancholy about winter days. In 
Vermont, we know that fact all too well, 
as we have a lot of them. It's isolating to 
trudge along narrow, snowbank-lined 
sidewalks in fading afternoon light; 
to brace oneself, mummified in wool 
or Gore-Tex, against icy gusts; to face 
the steely inevitability of an endless 
succession of gray days. But there’s 
a flip side: snuggling under down 
comforters and flannel sheets while a 
storm rages outside is decadence. To 
huddle with friends in a small cafe and 
peer out ice-encrusted windows is to be 
part of an exclusive club. Old records, 
hot chocolate, dog-eared books — these 
small things make winter bearable, even 
enjoyable. 

Our longest season has provided 
Vermonters inspiration for countless 
works of art. But rarely has the peculiar 
nuance of winter, its splendor and 
isolation, been captured so lovingly and 
succinctly as on The Shortest Days, the 
debut full-length from local bedroom- 
pop duo Let’s Whisper. 

The band, an offshoot of local indie- 
pop heroes the Smittens, is composed 
of songwriters Dana Kaplan and Colin 
Clary. The record is a follow-up to a 
four-song teaser. Keep a Secret, released 
late last year. It is not only the band’s 
first full-length, but also the first full- 
length for noted indie-pop imprint 
WeePOP! Records. To quote Clary, 
“Yowl" 

The album begins with a remastered 
take on “California Girls,” also the lead 
track from Secret. A snappy synth-pop 
beat lays the foundation for glistening 
electric guitar arpeggios and blooming 

(§) GET YOUR MUSIC RE 


organ sustains. Kaplan's unadorned 
vocal delivery is pretty and vulnerable 
as she yearns for a missing lover with 
sunshine in her skin and flowers in her 

Kaplan’s innocent croon is the 
perfect complement to the ageless 
Clary. On “All Happy Endings,” she 
balances his boyish charm with playful 
teasing. 

The title track is blissful pop 
melancholia. Ringing guitar softens a 
driving disco beat as Kaplan meditates 
on the small cruelties of winter. “Snow 
is covering this town, and there'll be 
more, so they say,” she sings. “Trying to 
dig out that buried smile. / Could you 
help me find my smile?” 

A reworked version of “Snowy 
Sunday Afternoon,” a demo from 
Secret, follows. While the spiffy new 
rendition boasts a more fully formed 
arrangement, the humble longing in the 
original, rough-hewn sketch is lacking 

Following a nifty instrumental 
interlude, “When the Snow Falls" — 
imagine a guitar-driven, indie-pop 
version of Vince Guaraldi — the record 
closes on the eponymous track “Let’s 
Whisper.” Whimsical and breezy, the 
song is a joyful release, not unlike 
that first, soul-warming day of spring 
that (almost) makes one forget how 
interminable winter really was. In fact, 
if The Shortest Days has a flaw, it might 
be that it evokes winter in Burlington 
so acutely that it could become 
unlistenable when (if?) that day finally 
comes. 

Let’s Whisper play 1/2 Lounge in 
Burlington this Saturday, April 2. The 
Shortest Days hits shelves Saturday, 

April 9. 

DAN BOLLES 

Gas and Oil, Live in 
Jonesville, Vermont 

Milton’s Gas and Oil bill themselves as ■ 
“real hardcore punk from Vermont.” 

Led by “Beano” Parker, guitarist for 
VT punk progenitors the Wards, the 
band certainly has the lineage to back 
up that claim. Filmed in a garage, the 
band’s recently released DVD, Live 
in Jonesville, Vermont, is a grainy, 
black-and-white snapshot of just how 
real Vermont punk is. It is a grimy 
counterpoint to the NPR-listening, 
Outback-driving, air-brushed, L.L. Bean 
crowd in the increasingly yuppified 
Green Mountains. 


^ • DAN BOLLES C/O SEVEN DAYS, 25S ! 


Following a short intro scene in 
which Parker blares the latest from 
Canadian hardcore outfit the Cancer 
Bats from his car — which may be, 
ahem, a late-model Subaru — the film 
cuts to a shot of the middle-aged group 
standing around in said garage, swilling 
beers. A jumpy transition later, the 
band jumps into “Heaven.” The song is 
a slow, sludgy, metal-tinged stomper. 

No one will ever accuse Gas and Oil 
of virtuosity. But Parker unleashes 
his sinister guitar lines with enough 
ragged fury to overrule any technical 
flaws. Drummer Rick “ Stink” Lincoln 
and bassist Barry “Bear” Mallet match 
Parker’s intensity with driving, if 
imprecise, aplomb. 

“Doing Life” is next and is a 
classically punk-styled treatise on, well, 
a life sentence in prison. Lean, fast and 
unhinged, it's an exercise in slobbering 
punk efficiency. “Trash” continues the 
punk-rock history lesson, sounding as 
though it was transported straight from 
a dingy NYC club in 1976. “Generations” 
is similarly evocative of punk’s bygone 
era, but with a generational twist, as 
Parker ruminates on the promise and, 
ultimately, the folly of youth, screaming, 
“It takes 20 years to discover yourself / 
It takes 20 years to be someone else.” 

Exceptionally lo-fi in both audio and 
video quality, Live in Jonesville, Vermont 
may not appeal to many beyond local 
punk aficionados and Vermont music 
archivists. But watching the aging trio 
gleefully shred through one two-minute 
cut after another, you'd hardly get the 
sense they care what most of us think. 



As Vermont ski areas build increasingly 

increasingly resemble Anywhere, USA, 
and our airwaves churn out milquetoast, 
cookie-cutter pop, it’s comforting to 
know that, somewhere in a garage in 
Jonesville, “real” Vermont still exists. 
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www.sos-geek.com 



Rent-a-Geek 


1-888-SOS-GEEK 

Friendly On-site Computer Support 


mm ©? Mims 

middleburybattlebands.com 

Vote fora band each night! 

Tickets are $3 per night,available at 
MiddleburyBox Office or at the door. 
Doors open at 6:30pm, 51 Main. 


7PM, 51 Main: Bearquarium 
8PM, Two Brothers Tavern: The Fizz 
9PM, American Flatbread: Osage Orange 


mfSSL I 

W, Two Brothers Tavern: J 
The Peasant Dramatic • 
merican Flatbread: Dirtwar 

PM, 51 Main:Amozen 
Brothers Tavern: Spirit Animal 
M, American Flatbread: 

Split Tongue Crow l 

FINAL ROUND h 




CLUB DATES 


music 


b NOT AVAILABLE. AA: ALL AGES. NC: NO COVER. 


MONKEY HOUSE: Square Dai 







central 

LANGDON STREET CAFE: Cabin Fever Music Series: 



MON. 04 


burlington area 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Dirty Heads. Nev 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Vc 


MONKEY HOUSE: Lac La Belle. Sean Hood 





REGULAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION: Red Stellar & 


I'S LAKESHORE TAVERN: ' 






central 

SLIDE BROOK LODGE & TAVERN: Tattoo Tuesdays 


chatnplain valley 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Monster Hits Karaoke. 

northern 

THE HUB PIZZERIA & PUB: Seth Yacovone (solo 

WED. 06 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: DJ Kanga presents: The Lounge Lizard 



CLUB METRONOME: S.I.N. Sizzle and Kampus Boyz 



FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9:30 p.m.. Free. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Paul Asbell & Clyde Stats 



Free/$5.18+. 



SAT.OZ // MICHALE GRAVES [PUNK1 


No Fear michale graves doesn't shy away from daunting tasks. In 1995, he 
stepped in as the front man for punk legends the Misfits, replacing founding member 
Glenn Danzig. After leaving the band to embark on a solo career in 2001, he became a 
regular contributor to the right-wing website Conservative Punk. Most recently, he's 
toured as the lead singer for Blitzkrieg, a Ramones tribute act led by drummer Marky 
Ramone. This Saturday, April 2, the fiery singer appears at the Langdon Street Cafe 
in Montpelier at perhaps his most vulnerable: playing solo acoustic. 



LANGDON STREET CAFE: Wold of Mouth Poetry 

champlain valley 



TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Open MIc Night 

northern 



regional 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc. B p.m., Free. 



I've got some deals for you! 


BettieBargains 

THE SEVEN DAYS COUPON DIVA 

coupons.sevendaysvt.com 



Salon Salon EXP. 4/15/11 
Die Skinny Pancake EXP. 4/30/11 
Electric Beach Hair & Tanning EXP. 4/18/11 
MD Cosmetics Laser & Botox EXP. 3/31/11 
Boutiliers Art Center EXP. 3/31/11 
Mexicali Grill & Catering EXP. 3/29/11 




Featuring Nathan Hartswick, 
Kathleen Kanz, Carmen Lagala, 
Trade Spencer, and Josie Leavitt 


Tuesday, April 5 at 7:30 pm 

w.flynncentor.org or call 86-flynn today! 



VT-NY.NH 


WPTZ Digital Channel: 5-2 * Burlington Telecom: 305 
Time Warner: 854 * Charier: 296 * Comcast: 169 






art 


Nature Lovers 

Susan Wahlrab and Mariella Bisson, West Branch Gallery & Sculpture Park 


A s heavy winter snows recede, 
springtime creeks run full, 
trees begin to bud and the 
colors of summer seem al- 
most within reach. At West Branch Gal- 
lery & Sculpture Park in Stowe, a pair of 
landscape exhibitions, collectively en- 
titled "Outside: New Visions of Nature," 
anticipate that approaching season. 

North Country collagist Mariella 
Bisson creates monumental vistas out of 
scraps of paper adhered to fine Belgian 
linen. Her hues are closely calibrated to 
recall the colors of stones, bark and rush- 
ing rivulets. Susan Wahlrab, inspired by 
the forests around 
Maple Corner 
in Calais, among 
other haunts, has 
devised an intri- 
cate approach to watercolor. By layering 
translucent dabs and splashes of color, 
she builds glowing, mysterious surfaces 
reminiscent of the complexities of na- 
ture itself. 

Wahlrab seems to have taken to 
heart Edouard Manet’s observation 
that “there are no lines in nature, only 
areas of color, one against another.” In 
her 30-by-30-inch “Rest Stop," details 
have dissolved into a lush color field 
of vibrant earth tones highlighted with 
red and orange. At the very top of the 
painting is a passage of textural sky; a 
patch of ephemeral blue is layered at 
lower left. Wahlrab’s spaces are like the 
background of the “Mona Lisa” — sfu- 
mato, the art term for mist, saturates 
her paintings. She works on clayboard, 
a smooth ground that allows surface 




scratching and is tougher than paper or 
canvas. Watercolors dry in translucent 
layers on its surface, and the artist’s nu- 
merous strata achieve unique and spec- 
tacular effects. 

“Breaking Trail” and “Banks of 
Kitchigami” are long, rectangular pieces 
that place a bit more emphasis on linear 
structure. Wahlrab’s vertical, 24-by-12- 
inch “Breaking Trail” has a low horizon 
buried deeply in the woods. The de- 
nuded deciduous trees are only lightly 
burdened by snow. Stark transitions of 
value describe the thicket. 

Wahlrab’s “Banks of Kitchigami” 
— which references the Ojibwa name 
for Lake Superior — is a 12-by-36-inch 
wooded setting with a darker fore- 
ground and a light-value, atmospheric 
background. A few broad tree trunks in 
the foreground anchor the composition. 


Bisson is also an artist of the woods, 
but her collaged forms are broader, their 
textures seemingly more organic. She 
has written, “I try to push paper to new 
extremes.” Indeed, Bisson alters, paints 
and draws on her papers. Materials are 
layered, as in sedimentary rock, and she 
adjusts values to create depth in her 
compositions. 

In "Moss Glenn Falls, Granville, Ver- 
mont," white water cascades over gray 
and brown boulders into a calm pool 
of light blues along the bottom of the 
38-by-50-inch canvas. Along the top and 
in the upper comers are deep greens 
and blue green, broken into interwoven, 
geometric forms. 

The 50-by-38-inch “Pines” is focused 
on three vertical tree trunks, perfectly 
tuned to create depth. Progressing from 
lightest on the left to darkest on the 


right, the trees have craggy, 
rough bark achieved by ma- 
nipulating the collaged pa- 
pers. Bisson’s background has 
smoother, light-green hills, 
and patches of light-blue sky 
peek from the canopy of for- 

Bisson also presents wa- 
tercolor studies of her col- 
lages, and a few pencil draw- 
ings that exhibit the same 
attention to detail those col- 
lages do. In the 16-by-12-inch 
“Fawn’s Leap,” the values 
run the gamut from black to 
white, and the composition 
is vertically bisected by an 
escarpment. A 14-by-ll-inch 
watercolor of the same scene is pushed 
to the right, with the falls more cen- 
tered. Bisson adjusted and rediscovered 
the scene in several images, each suc- 
cessful in different ways. 

Bisson has thoroughly mastered the 
use of collage, and Wahlrab practically 
reinvented the way to paint with water- 
color. But these artists' innovative ap- 
proaches are not the only reasons theirs 
is a fine exhibition. Manet also noted, 
“It is not enough to know your craft — 
you have to have feeling.” And feeling is 
the spark that makes this show vital art. 



ART SUPPORTS ME 

Dave Lustgarten, Champlain College: Graphic Design & Digital Media 
Program Director 

"Arts education is absolutely imperative to helping students learn about their 
world, about themselves and how to connect those things." 

www.artsupportsme.org Ic/j US hoi*J VoU. . . . 'f ' 


<.artsupportsme.org 





ART SHOWS 


ONGOING 

Burlington area 


Info, 777-3686. 




ASHLEY ROARK: 'Light. Line and Shadow.' 

by LARRY BISSONNETTE and other HowardCenter 
artists: and glass works by TERRY ZIGMUNO and 
LAWRENCE RIBBECKE. In the window. Curated 
by SEABA. Through April 15 at SEABA Center In 

BETSEY GARAND: Proof of Existence: prints and 

BEYOND THE TEXT: ARTISTS' BOOKS FROM THE 
COLLECTION OF ROBERT J. RUBEN': A decades- 

May 31 at Bailey/Howe Library, UVM, in Burlington. 

BRUCE PENDELTON: "Positive Images." photo- 

for granted. Curated by SEABA. Through May 30 at 
Speeder & Earls (Pine Street) in Burlington. Info, 
793-8482. 

CHARUE HUNTER: Oil paintings, Skyway: GARY 
GREG MAMCZAK: oil on canvas. Escalator. Through 
Info. 865-7166. 

CHARLOTTE POTTER: 'Winter." fused-glass 

31 at Trinket in Burlington. Info, 862-5051. 

CLAIRE MALINA: La Vie Allleurs," photographs of 

Penny Cluse Cafe in Burlington. Info, 578-5410. 

Burlington. Info, 461-5814. 

OAVIO PINKHAM: Oil paintings by the Champlain 

865-6227. 

April 27 at Artists’ Mediums in Willlston. Info. 
EARLY SPRING SHOW: Hand-painted floorcloths 

-FASHIONING PHOTOGRAPHY': Local and inter- 
space Gallery in Essex Junction. Info. 777-3686. 


BURLINGTON AREA ART SHOWS » 


TALKS & 
EVENTS 

OR. SKETCH YS ANTI-ART 
SCHOOL' Artists age 18 and up 


27 at Howe Library in Hanover. 
Talk: Saturday. April 2, 2-4 


April 1. 5-7 p.m. Talk: Th 


Wednesday. March 30, 8-10:30 

AVA & ZOE BISHOP: 'Scrap..' 
by Ava; "The Silent Canoe.’ oil 

by Ava Bishop. Friday. April 1. 


FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK: 

rs. Friday, April 1. 5-8 p.m., 


TOOLS GOLD ART AUCTION 
AND PINK & BLUE BALL': An 


RECEPTIONS 

‘ART SHAPES VERMONT: 

Work by K-12 students from 


607-382-3441. 

TIGURE DRAWING 
MARATHON': The public 

Saturday, April 2. 9:30 
nsville. Info, 888-1261. 

PETER THOMASHOW: A 


the debut of the artist's 
April 2, 7:30-9:30 p.m. Main 
Junction. Info. 295-6370. 

STRAFFORD ARTWORKS 


31. 5-7 p.m. Info. 563-2384. 

DRAWN FROM VERMONT: 
THE CARTOON SHOW: Work 
by Jeff Danziger, Ed Korea Hal 

Through April 20 at T.W. 

31. 5-7 p.m. Info. 828-8743. 
BILL MCDOWELL: 'Ashes in 
the Night Sky.' black-and- 

Reception: Friday, April 1. 5-8 
BOO SZE YANG: ’Sanctuary." 

CAROL MACDONALD & ERIK 
REHMAN: "Transcendence: 

863-6458. 

'FACEBOOK FIRST S0‘: Work 
by the first 50 artists to 

GRACE WEAVER: "Thin- 


Farley. Cecily Herzig. Kate 


April 3, 1:30-3 p.m.. B 


SPRING FEATURE SHOW: 

Friday. April 1, 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
Info. 257-4777. 

THE GOLDEN CAGE: MEXICAN 
MIGRANT WORKERS AND 
VERMONT DAIRY FARMERS': 

and Cheryl Mitchell. April 1 

UPPER VALLEY PHOTOSLAM 

2011: More than 100 

through 22 at PHOTOSTOP 

Reception: Friday. April 1, 5-8 
p.m. Info. 698-0320. 

W. DAVID POWELL The opening 

City. 5-9 p.m. at VCAM studio in 
Apm 1, 5-9 p.m. info. 793 8482. 

PETER HUNTOON & HEATHER 
COREY: Watercolors by Huntoon 

2 through June 30 at Collective- 


Reception: Saturday. April 24-6 
p.m. Info. 457-1298. 

KATHERINE GEORGE: Work by 


TWINVIEWS': Photography by 


30 at SPACE. Gallery In 
April 1, 5-9 p.m. Info. 578-2512. 

SHELBURNE ART CENTER 
MEMBER SHOW: Work by Ira 


30 at Blinking Light Gallery 

454-0141. 


p.m. Info. 9B5-3646. 

SKIP SCHIEL: "Eyewitness 




VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 




GET YOUR ART SHOW LISTED HERE! 
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top news 
stories 

5 

days a 
week 

1 

convenient 

email 



tuesday 


Wednesday 

thursday 

friday 


SEVEN DAYS 




DRMm+paneled 


NOVEL GRAPHICS FROM THE CENTER FOR CARTOON STUDIES 




' Maybe X am just here fo«~ the S«gWts 


I'm hesitant to talL about] 

""3 "3 B 3 virginity/ 


X already have enough people 

ftSlurtq Ioovaj X Itrioi^j I’kv\ c\ 

lesbian, with Only straight 
romantic tettbty i»\ nny p«St . 


uqht ended innocently i 


just 1 ANl, 
tired feet, 
and the allart 
oF ted. 


tto*V can stop my 

across the room 


Weart from 


bat, of ail the Winds 
of Slctpina alone \<, 
dWiS world— 


i aS never proof enough. 


loliat on geo just 
to c/anct, then? 


There are certainly 
Winds than this. 




ill man 


MELANIE GILLMAN , 




WORKS BY PAST AND PRESENT STUDENTS. THESE PAGES ARE ARCHIVED 

AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CENTER-FOR-CARTOON-STUDIES. FOR MORE INFO. 






ART SHOWS 




IS you are a cigarette smoker between the 
ages o£ 18 - 6 $, you may be eligible to 
participate in a research study at UVM... 

AIMED AT FINDING WAYS TO HELP PEOPLE QUIT. 

Benefits: 

• MEET with therapists each week during your quit! 

• FREE nicotine patches! 

• EARN UP TO $300 FOR PARTICIPATING! 

• A BETTER LIFESTYLE: cigarette free! 

YOU CAM DO IT - AND WE CAM HELP ! 

Please visit our website at www.ahrl.net to determine 
if you are eligible to participate, or call 
489-0178 for more information. 



A DEGREE 

ONLINE 

START THIS SUMMER... 


Upcoming Sessions: 

• May 9th (7 weeks) 

• July 5th (7 weeks) 

Find out more: 

online.champlain.edu/SVN 


CHAMPLAIN 

COLLEGE 

Continuing Professional Studies 


1 - 888 - 545-3459 


I 

s 





SEVEMDAYS 


A 


Roger E. Ehret, Sue Zierke, 

MD. Ob/Gyn RN, Ob Nurse Lattimore, MD, Abajian, MD, RN, CBE, IBCLC, 
Pediatrician Anesthesiology Lactation Consultant 

^ Central Vermont Medical Center 

~= = Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org /0> 
Central Vermont Women's Health - 371-5961. Call 371-4613 

to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. 'i§, 2010 

Best Hospital / Best Employer 


On the Mountain Road, Stowe 

( 802 ) 760-1083 
www.spaatstoweflake.com 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 


WORTH THE WAIT! 

50% SAVINGS 

ON ALL SPA 
& SALON 
TREATMENTS 
APRIL 10 th -15 th 


:r our $99 Stowe Escape 
19 Stoweflake Spa Day 

alid through May! 


"I really loved hoiv they help moms in recovery. I had a 
C-section so it was great to still be able to have my 
husband there - to have us all together. " 

Olivia James Madison was born on March 22. Her middle name 
honors her grandfather. She weighs 7lb/IOoz and is 21" long. 
She was napping when we stopped by - resting up before going 
home to Barre to meet her big brother Aiden (6) and sister Riley 
(7). She’s a beauty and we think with a great name like that she 
is destined to make history. Congratulations and best wishes to 
Tonya and Eric Madison and their beautiful family. 


art 


THE SECOND TO LAST SUPPER EXHIBITION’: Work 






ROUAULT: CIRQUE DE L'ETOILE FILANTE': Color 






KATE EMLEN & FRANCES WELLS: 'Maine Coast to 



KATHERINE LAROCCA: 'Abandoned Interiors: 



LAURIE SVERDLOVE GOLDMAN: "Battlefields: 



RED EVOLUTIONS': Work exploring the color red by 



Gallery in Windsor. Info. 674-9616. 



‘SOMETHING'S BREWING': Students and members 



champlain valley 





‘LET THERE BE LIGHT: Fixtures, lamps and light 



Info, 247-4956. 

MIXED SIGNALS: ARTISTS CONSIDER 
MASCULINITY IN SPORTS': Work by artists from 



MONIQUE DEWYEA: W 



ART SHOWS : 



Boo Sze Yang what do 

shopping malls have in common with 
cathedrals? Plenty, says this Singapore 
artist. Both are cavernous venues full of 
“glitter and awe," promising fulfillment. 
In his show, “Sanctuary,” at the Red Mill 
Gallery in Johnson, Boo's oil paintings 
of both kinds of temples — malls in 
Singapore, cathedrals in Boston — hang 
side by side, and the similarities are 
striking. In his statement, Boo describes 
riding a mall escalator: “As we stand, 
eagerly awaiting transport to yet another 
twinkling destination on a network of 
fully automated conveyor belts, we could 
well believe that we traverse the stairways 
to heaven." Reception April 1, 7-9 p.m. 
Pictured, “Trinity Church, Boston, USA.” 


TOWN TREASURES: ADDISON COUNTY BEFORE 


VIRTUALLY ABROAD': Vi 


MELISSA S. ARMSTRONG: S 


MERRILL DENSMORE: Cc 


PATRICIA LYON-SURREY: "F 


STEPHEN EATON: "Water’s Edge," photogra 


WENDY SOLIDAY 'B 


FLYMMTi\ 


REGIONAL BOX OFFICE 

in person: 153 Main St., Burlington or Essex Copy Ship Fax Plus 
by phone: 802-86-FLYNN, v/relay • online: www.flynntix.org 


JUST ANNOUNCED AND ON SALE 

5/8 SUN Tommy Emmanuel @ Flynn MoinStage 
5/1 3 FBI Lyena Strelkoff's "Caterpdlor Soup" @ FlynnSpoce 

5/1 5 SUN FlynnArts Show Choir: "Triple Threat" @ Main Street Landing Black Box Theatre 

5/1 5 SUN Ping Chong & Company: 'Inside/Oul: Voices horn the Disability Community' @ FlynnSpoce 

Brian Johnson: ‘Maximum Minimalism' ® FlynnSpoce 
Strange Creek Music Festival (5/27-29) @ Camp Keer/onee, Greenfield, MA 
I T Lynyrd Skynyrd / Dootrie Brothers @ Champlain Valley Fair, Essex Junction 



tor @ UVM Recital Hall 


on Brawl® Me 


oin Valley Exposition, Essex Junction 


i: 'Viva Mexico I" @ Flynn MoinStage 
8 FlynnSpoce 

it @ St Paul's Cathedral 
'Stand Up, Sit Down 8 lough" @ FlynnSpoce 
Broadway National Tour: "Spring Awakening' @ Flynn MainStoge 
Jane Comfort ond Company: "Foith Healing" (4/7-8) @ RynnSpace 
Vermont Youth Orchestra Chorus Concert and Chorale: 'Amadeus' @ EUeyiong Musk Center, 
Saint Michael's College 

4/9 SAT 
4/9 SAT 
4/9 SAT 
4/9 SAT 
4/1 4 THU 
4/15 FRI 
4/1 6 SAT 
4/1 7 SUN 
4/17 SUN 
4/20 WED 
4/20 WED 
4/29 FRI 
4/29 FRI 

4/30 SAT Vermont Symphony Orchestra: “Masletworks 5" ® Flynn MainStoge 
n 5 @ Memorial Auditorium A 


ealre: "Chicago" (4/1 4-1 7) @ Flynn MainStoge 
Jivelov® UVM Recital Hall 

on Choral Society Spring Concert @ UVM's Ira Allen Chapel 
zmatics @ UVM's Iro Allen Chapel 

Ivia" (4/21-24, 4/27-30) @ FlynnSpoce 


Angelique Kidjo @ Flynn Mo 


Y Sunday. April 3 al 7 pm 


IR, BIRDS AND BEASTS': 












UMatterUCanGetHelp.com 

Vermont Youth Suicide Prevention 


OlD£w>»/ 


e 1985 

i^ijnctacie* 

'll £ J)upUc-nUan 

NEW LOCATION 

180 Flynn Ave, Burlington 

NEW LOW PRICES 

DVD & CD Duplication 
as low as 990 each 
Call Betty Dupe for the 1 ^ -t*5^ 

NEW LOWDOWN * 

www.vidsync.com -fr 

861-61 61 


WILD 


Hraarji 








SUCKER PUNCH***l/2 In this sure-to-be- 


in 1968. Sally Hawkins. Miranda Richardson and 


directed. (101 min. R) 


Barbara Hershey. (110 min, R) 

FAIR GAME**** Doug Liman directed this 




Howard direct (100 min. PG) 





THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOWEqUIZ 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


1 


FACE LIFTS Once again we've selected scenes from four 
well-known movies and, through the magic of Film Quiz technology, 
zapped the famous faces of their stars right out of the picture. Your 
job, as always, is to identify all four anyway, minus their stars and 
with only a single clue-ridden scene apiece to go on... 




flcutia'id 



SS SOUTH PARKORIVc 


DEADLINE: Noon on Monday. 

PRIZES: $25 gift certificate to the 

by lottery. SEND ENTRIES TO: Movie Quiz, 
PO Box 68. Williston. VT 05495 OR EMAIL 



PRESENTS 


AGO 


££ Citizens Bank 


A. Musical Vaudeville 


April 14-17, 2011 


Tickets On Sale Now: 

$21 $33 I $ 5 s * uc lent/senior discounts 
^ ^ available for some shows 


www.Flynntix.org • 802-86-FLYNN 


ATTENTION PARENTS: 


Time to go outside! 

Pick up the Kids VT Earth Issue at 400+ locations around Vermont 
It's full of local outdoor activity suggestions, as well as articles 
on gardening, giving allowances, mom and baby yoga and movies 
with great girl characters. 

PLUS: 

♦ Plan family fun with 
our event calendar 
» Build your very 
own bird feeder 


Enter the April 
^ coloring contest 


Find outUiow to get 
free admesion 
to VTTstate parks 


Subscribe to 
our Wee-Mail 
e-newsletter 
at kidsvt.com 








you? I beg you to embrace it. APRIL FOOL! I CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTR0L0GY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 


r 


* u 2009 Inductees - Rock n' Roll Hall of Fame 

Jy.- Tittle Anthony and The Imperials 


J 7 Top 40 hits including Tears on My Pillow, Hurt So Bad, Coin' Out of My Head. 

“I love them” - Paul Simon 

7:30pm, Sunday, April 3, Fuller Hall, St. Johnsbury Academy 

Reserved seats: $75 (Gold Circle), $54, $48, $39 

TICKETS: Catamount Arts, St. J. PHONE: 802-748-2600 24-HOUR ONLINE: www.CatamountArts.org 
MEDIA SPONSORS: Vermont Broadcast Associates, Vermont Public Radio, The Point FM, 95.3 and 1 07.1 - The Wolf, Vermont Public Television, Seven Days. 

Produced by 5S? KINGDOM COUNTY PRODUCTIONS Working in association with CATAMOUNT ARTS WWW.kingdomCOUnty.org 




= NEWS QUIRKS BV ROLAND 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Police arrested Michael Trias, 20, after 
they said he broke into a home in Mesa, 
Ariz., and became stuck in a clothes 
hamper underneath the window he 
climbed through. The homeowner, who 
heard Trias trying to untangle him- 
self from the clothes, restrained him 
and called police. (Mesa’s East Valley 
Tribune ) 

Returning to a pizzeria in Rotterdam, 
N.Y., after hours to investigate an alarm, 
general manager Josh Risko discovered 
that someone tried to break in through 
a roof vent but had gotten stuck where 
the 18-inch-wide vent makes a 45-de- 
gree bend. “I come in, turn off the 
alarms, take a peek into the kitchen and 
see tills guy’s legs dangling out of the 
hood over the stove,” Risko said. Police 
arrested Timothy Cipriani, 46, who was 
covered head to toe in grease from the 
vents. (Albany’s WXXA-TV) 

Stock Up Before the 
Hoarders Get It 

Fire officials investigating an explosion 
that blew the roof off a home in Gobles, 
Mich., noted two barrels of gasoline 
had been in the basement. The home- 
owner explained she was stockpiling 
gas, because the price keeps going up. 
(Kalamazoo’s WWMT-TV) 

Panic buying in China drove up the 
price of salt by as much as 10 times 
after radiation began leaking at a 
nuclear plant in Japan, because people 
mistakenly believed the iodine in the 
salt could stop radiation sickness. The 
state-owned newspaper China Daily 
reported national sales of salt, normally 
15,400 tons a day, peaked at 370,000 
tons on March 17. When stores ran out 
of salt, people grabbed soy sauce, which 
also contains iodine. After learning that 
radiation from the crippled Fukushima 
Daiichi nuclear plant posed little threat 
to distant China, the hoarders clamored 
for refunds. Most were denied. “We 
can’t offer refunds on food products,” a 
worker at a Beijing Walmart store said. 
(Los Angeles Times and Reuters) 

When Guns Are Outlawed 

Police in Dunbar Township, Pa., ar- 
rested Robert Eckhart, 42, and Stacie 
Moorman, 37, after the two assaulted 
each other with frying pans while argu- 
ing. (Pittsburgh’s WPXI-TV) 

Police charged Howard Schultz, 69, 
with impersonating a law enforcement 
officer after he stood in the middle of a 
street in Pompano Beach, Fla., order- 
ing motorists to pull over and waving 
a 10-inch barbecue fork at them. One 
motorist obeyed, according to the arrest 
report, telling Broward County sheriff’s 
deputies he feared for his life. (Miami’s 
WTVJ-TV) 



New-Time Religion 

A new application for iPhones and 
iPads helps Catholics gain absolution 
for their sins. “Confession: A Roman 
Catholic App” is a password-protected, 
customizable guide to performing the 
sacrament that lets the faithful check 
whether their behavior conforms to 
Scriptures by asking questions such as 
“Have I been involved in occult prac- 
tices?” Although its developer, Patrick 
Leinen, said he was inspired by Pope 
Benedict XVI’s call to Roman Catholics 
to put digital technology to good use, 
the Vatican stressed that it’s impossible 
to confess by iPhone. “The rites of pen- 
ance require a personal dialog between 
penitents and their confessor,” Vatican 
official Federico Lombardi said. “It can- 
not be replaced by a computer applica- 
tion.” (Agence France-Presse) 

The Vatican unveiled a Facebook page 
dedicated to the beatification of Pope 
John Paul II, scheduled for May. The 
site links to video highlights of the late 
pontiff’s 27-year reign. The Vatican also 
announced that its new web portal, ex- 
pected to be launched at Easter, would 
be a news aggregator offering contents 
specifically designed to be posted, 
tweeted and blogged. (Associated Press) 

Slightest Provocation 

When Ricardo Jones, 37, ordered seven 
Beefy Crunch Burritos at a Taco Bell 
drive-through in San Antonio, Texas, 
he was so upset after learning the price 
had gone up from 99 cents each to $1.49 
that he shot an air gun at manager Brian 
Tillerson, 41, behind the window, then 
put an assault rifle and a handgun on 
the roof of his car, prompting customers 
inside to dive under their tables and Til- 
lerson to lock the doors and call police. 
Jones then jumped into his vehicle and 
took off. When four patrol cars sur- 
rounded him, he got out of the car car- 
rying the assault rifle and pointing it at 
officers. Police began firing, and Jones 
got back in his car, drove to a motel and 
barricaded himself in his room. While 
sharpshooters trained their weapons on 
the room, police negotiated with Jones 
for more than three hours before us- 
ing tear gas to force him out. Tillerson 
noted the Beefy Crunch Burritos had 
been 99 cents, “but that was just a pro- 
motion.” (San Antonio Express-News) 

Most Obvious Crime of the 
Week 

Police arrested Anthony Darren Black, 
21, for shoplifting after he stuffed a 
chain saw in his pants at a store in 
Chickasha, Okla. Employees who saw 
him leave the store chased him down. 
"First time I ever saw a chain saw go 
down anybody’s britches,” store man- 
ager Paul Horton said. (Oklahoma City’s 
KFOR-TV) 
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§ Union 

INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY 
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Create a degree 

THAT MATTERS TO YOU 


Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies 

eekend a month in Brattleboro or Montpelier, VT or Completely Online 


Ask about t 


rsfort 


ummer, fall and winter 
r college and life/work experi 


www.myunion.edu/ba 

62 Ridge St., Montpelier. VT 05602 • 3 University Way. Brat 
Non-profit, private , arereiiled by the North Central Anaeiatittt/ Hipster Learning C 
BA, BS, MA. MEd, EdD. PhD.PsyD 


The Center for Women’s Health and Wellness 


Welcomes Candis Cousins, MS, PA-C to their practice. 
Candis was trained at Tale University and has 30 
years expetience. 


ividing compre’ 


Dualized gvnei 



» Lake Champlain 
Gynecologic Oncology 


Computer 
House Calls 




“Taking the FRUSTRATION out of computers” 

Affordable, Honest Computer Service 

✓ In YOUR home ✓ On YOUR computer ✓ Right where YOU need it 


• Internet and Netwoik Connections 
•Virus & Spyware Protection & Removal 

• Software Installation, Upgrade and Repair 

• Hardwaie Installation, Upgiade and Repall 

• New Computer Purchase and Setup 
Cost: Flat rate of $90/hour. No mileage fees, no minimum charge, no other hidden ce 

www.computerhousecallsvt.com 802-324-5944 


• Data Backup and 
Recoveiy 

• One-on-One Tutoring 
•OwneisaieVT State 

College Faculty 
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IF WE GO WITH 
OUR STRATEGIC 
INTERESTS, 

WON’T THEY THEN 
BE OUR VALUES? 

Til J» T 

NOBLE 
VALUES 
WILL 
REMAIN. J 

T fk 

OUR STRATEGIC INTERESTS 

ARE AT ODDS WITH OUR VALUES. 
WHICH SHALL WE CHOOSE? 

fiTgy 





CAN LIVE BY 
AIM TOO LOW. 
AMERICA IS SO 
GREAT EVEN WE 
FALL SHORT OF US. 


I’D ARGUE 
WITH YOU 
IF ETHICS 
WEREN'T SO 
INCONVENIENT. 



LULU EIGHTBALL 






To HELP HomEou/HEPS, 
Olive THE Rich morv Ey 
So THey’n Negotiate 
NEW MoRT6A&ETE8iDS. 



TO HE Ip THE WofiKfNCi 
Poor LET THE Rich 
Hfli/E Wore mow fy 
So that The y will 



To HELP THE DESTITUTE 
Pot Some Extra cash 
In Rich PEOPLE’S 


Pockets So them ’ll 
BE WORE GEWERoi/S 
To Pfik/hAHDLEPS . 



» MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.21) NEWS QUIRKS (P.73) 8. FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.72) 
CROSSWORD (P.C-5) & CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-7) 


Bill the Cockroach henry gustavson 


cm? ft 0 ** -for * D03. 



/ DO Bugs GET ) 

■L DEPRESSED? V 


\ AUmiWT. J 

* 1 
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XnySEpL'ko ©i°" 

YoV CANT 60 LOROWG WITH 

1 )£AB TiNY, 

Films that HAue the T <*>o 


60T ftiJY IDEAS FOR ft 

Title. 

GOOD PATE MOVIE? 


'£DLdftftt> 
RHODE ISLAND 

M 


x RENTED US 
'WHEW HARRY 
PIET SALLY! 


Xjo H l«RE OF 
A "SID *«» 
NANO"’ PAN. 


F/lms with These K'«d °f 
fines Can 8£ Found For 
all kiNDS of ftoMftiuces, 

LIKE MAY-D£C£m 6ER ON£j 

1 DOWNLOADED LclfcLL PoP 

'fiarold AND <P 

MAUDE 5 ON Y.C.^. AND 

my ifHoue, LETS WATch 

sweetie. it, sonny. 

But Be CAK6FUL WHICH 
y ou select, ywr pate 
MIGHT GET THE WRONG IDEA. 


v 9 f' 

£3 





To watch 
'turner and 
Hooch'? 


are ToU saY/hs 
1 LOOK Line 
A Oo6? OR 
WORS e, LI <6 

Tom haa ifcS?/ 

/ 


That /5 unless rbo 
want them ro 6£r 
The wrong /dea. 
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S ££ "'ZACK AND 
mifll MAk£ # 
Porno 4 ? 
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ONLT IF 
THATJ AN 
INSTRUCTIONAL 

vioe o. 
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SEVEN DAYS 

SINalES BUB 


PRESENTED BY... 


c$o 




WELL HEELED 


absolutely exquisite shoes 
clothing & accessories for every affair 



FERSoIWUS 



GENTLE. KINDHEARTED, GENEROUS 


a good time, jnine. 37,0, U120630 
EASYGOING GAL 


too serious. CieraK. 19, Cl. #120579 
CREATIVE DOWN-TO-EARTH ETERNAL 


For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


OUTGOING WITH NO VERBAL FILTER 

STILL WAITING FOR HOGWARTS 

How delightful am I? Quite, I should 


nt. curlsll21, 31.0, #120612 

TOUGH BEING THIS AWESOME 

beer after. Koko331. 25.0. #120592 
HAPPY NEW ENGLAND GIRL 

special. Aprilnlne. 46.0. #120587 
FLOWER POWER ft BUBBLY 


come first cedarhaven, 55,0. #109927 


CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 


All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 


NoT olM IHi 'IMeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 


Individuals, inspired. 49. #120403 
POSITIVE ENERGY! 

along, halfmoonl. 41. Cl #120361 


W5MLNa<^W5MEN 

INSPIRED OPTIMIST 


SUPER SWEET CHEF 

weekends. I know, lucky mel Not I love 
my job being a chef its given me a 
wealth of opportunities that I wouldn’t 

life is all about! capasante. 39. #120647 

ATHLETIC. ADVENTUROUS, 
UNCONVENTIONAL. NONCONFORMIST 


FUN SEEKER WITH NSA 

go from there! 120044 43 #120044 
IN FIVE WORDS OR LESS? 


Forestbreeze, 28,0. #120337 


LESBIAN RACQUETBALL, ANYONE? 

a backup. petey403 41. 8,0, #120259 
PASSIONATE, BOLD ft SENSUAL 

adventure? HibiscusAffect. 26. #120192 

INTROSPECTIVE AFFECTIONATE QUEER 
SEEKS LAUGHTER 

things. Botrychium, 35.CJ. #120173 

MEN A&ek^WSMEN 

RAVENOUS BUT POLITE 

in our way. ravenous. 56, #120653 
LETS SEE WHAT HAPPENS 


pRSFili oF 1H§ WEEK: 


Women 


PASSIONATE, OUTGOING, INKED GODDESS 

29-year-old mom of two seeking man or woman to spend 
quality time with. Friends or more, we'll see where it goes. 
I'm curvy and sensual with tats and piercings, outgoing 
and passionate with a quirky sense of humor. Lots of love 
to give and haven't found the right person to share it with. 
Could it be you? inkedangel7, 29, S.O. #120657 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: I have many tattoos and a 
couple of piercings, so don't be alarmed. I’m not going to put 
my whole life story on here, so if you have any questions. I'm 
an open book. Ask away. 


diem, vagabond. 44,0. #120639 
FUN-LOVING GUY 

oldgymguy. 45,0. #120635 
LIVING OUTSIDE THE BOX 

Walker, skywalker 69. Cl #120606 
LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL 

wish, rghdiamond, 40. #120623 
GOOD-HEARTED, RAMBLIN’ COUNTRY 


Into the city Ski802. SO. #120397 
I'M DIFFERENT 

mix on the way. him, 43. 8.0, #120384 
LOVERBOY, LOVERBOY... 

HI. I'm me, itk True! Just a kid in 

a little strength in 


in VT, I find I get bored easily, so I like 

me. Ramblin.man. 25.0. #120627 


510, 170. dark hair & eyes, not bad 

GENUINE 


take time to build, will not rush Into 
one. tru4u62. 48.0. #115390 





PERSoNRtS 


Adi/ 

* 


W5MEIM &eefaig£? 

INSATIABLE. PLAYFUL GIRL SEEKS 
GANGBANG 

No man-on-man action; its all for 

me! dragon_grrl. 39.CI, 1120648 


REALITY CONQUERS ALL 


Need_A_Change, 43 4120S90 
SWEET. GENTLE HEARTED, FUNNY 

TheGoddessFreya. 48.CI. 4120282 


IN NEED OF SOMETHING DIFFERENT? 

pic. marchhier. 41.0. 4120469 



WAKE MY PASSIONS. PLEASE! 

be clean, discreet and 420 friendly. 

420dudelady. 39.0. 41204S6 

CURIOUS FOR A WOMAN 

about it. Daisy66. 44.0. 4120423 


For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


F'CK ME & LEAVE 

men. JanleDD. 25.0. 4120399 
WAITING FOR TRAINING 


SHY & DISCREET 

the future. Politat2. 25,0. 41198B6 


laid, penobscot, 41. 8, 4119855 


CURIOUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| I See photos of 

this person online. 


NoT oN MS 'NeT? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 




rai 


TOO HOT FOR MONOGAMY 

Ready4FunlnVT. 46.CI. 4120652 


ENTHUSIASM WANTED 

women, lordemsworth. 54. 4120645 
MASTER OF SPANKING THERAPY 

assured. Spankhard SO. 4120642 


LOOKING FOR SOMETHING DISCREET 

matter. magichat33. 21. 4120628 

ADVENTUROUS. UNCONVENTIONAL 
NONCONFORMIST W/OPEN MIND 


44.CI 4120624 
I LL TAKE YOU THERE 


GOOD. SIMPLE. CLEAN. FUN 

seems, nuancedl. 39, 4120586 


FREE-TIME DISCREET NSA? 


you. myfreetime, 50, 4120453 


lots of attention. CA2001. 43 4106992 


together! snowlover36. 36. 4120575 
PASSION 8. DISCRETION? A + 


SINES 


unless everyone Is begging for more. 

2HottiesAndADoctor, 25.CI 4120622 


KiNKoF THE WEEK: 


women 


SKIN-DEEP PASSION FREAK 

Married to a man who is very supportive of my need for a 
woman; I'm dying to taste a woman. Have had innocent 
play with girlfriends but have never tasted or been tasted 
by a woman. I'm horny as hell for a hot femme but also need 
a connection and some emotional grounds to really let 
myself go. vtvegan, 32,0, #120509 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: My biggest turn on is ... a 

woman whose mouth knows how to rock with mine; soft, 
supple lips. 


herbsandvibrations. 23. 8. 4120574 
PARTY TIME! 

girls, flatfee. 22 4120570 


ms. bogartdontjoint. 51 Cl. 4120522 
EXPERIMENTS IN PLEASURE 

orgasms. Playful.Man. 32 4120517 
NEW START 

newstort2448. 52 4120485 


PASSIONATE AND SENSUAL LOVERS 

Swlngin40s, 48. 4120620 
NEW TO THREESOME SCENE 


ME UP ONE DOES 

AriGio. 53.CJ. 4120582 


ToOIMeNSE? 

GO BACKl PAGE 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 


2011. Where: TJ Maxx in Middlebury. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. O908775 

GENUINE AT TEXAS ROADHOUSE 


Saturday. March 26. 2011. Where: 
Finn's. You: Woman. Me: Man. D908773 

AMAZING FLOW AT KINNEY DRUGS 

Birthday. Peaches! When: Saturday, 
You: Man. Me: Woman. 0908770 


real. When: Saturday. March 26. 2011. 
9pm. You: Woman. Me: Man. 0908774 
WE AGREED THE COWBOYS SUCK 


you. When: Friday. March 18. 2011. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. O908766 


BUY-CURIOUS? 

If you’re thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


WINDOVERWATER ON T2T 

Would you like to chat sometime? P.S. I 

Saturday, March 26. 2011. Where: T2T. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. 0908769 

I MISS EVERYTHING ABOUT YOU 

You: Woman. Me: Woman. O908768 
THROUGH YOUR LENS: NAUSET 

chance... When: Saturday. March 26. 


LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT 

You: Man. Me: Woman. #908765 
RE: BROWN-HAIRED BEAUTY 

March 11, 2011. Where: City Market. 
You: Man. Me: Woman. 0908764 

AT THE JON KABAT-ZINN LECTURE 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 0908763 
NECTAR'S BOY 

'80s night but all the time, you are 

not each other: Lets fix it? I'd like to 


WINDMEETWHISPER ON T2T 

You: Woman. Me: Man. O908760 
RE: LOOKING SHARP AT UO 

February 26, 2011. Where: Urban. 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 0908758 

I LOVE YOU. BABE 

March 23. 2011. Where: Williston. 

You: Man. Me: Woman. 0908756 

IF YOU BE MY BOAT 

March 23. 2011. Where: Williston. 

You: Man. Me: Woman. O9087SS 

CAITLIN THE OENTIST? 

Night I just wanted to say thanks; I 

March 23. 2011. Where: Muddy Waters. 
You: Woman. Me: Woman. 0908754 


When: Wednesday. March 23. 2011. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. O9087SO 


FAREWELL. MR. E 




uary 14, 1 


in. Me: Woman. O908753 


UNCOMMON GROUNDS WITH RED 




NEVER SEEN THE SUNBIRD'S CHIPPED 
FLYWHEEL 

March 20, 2011. Where: Our cabin, 
indeed. You: Woman. Me: Man. 09087S1 

MY BEAUTIFUL FRECKLES 


HUNGER MOUNTAIN CO-OP 

When: Monday. March 21, 2011. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. O908748 


mistress 

maeve 


'1DeaA. j A4iAtMAi jMgeue , 
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Here's a tough one: How do you fall out of love? 

I hooked up with a guy about two years ago and 
e have developed 
myself wanting 
ut it, he says he 


and had sex with other men, only to find myself 
wishing they were him. I have even stopped in the 
middle of a sexual encounter because I thought 
about him and felt emotional distress. 

I feel like a fish out of water. I've got a lot of 
sexual experience, but my relationship experience 
is very limited. Normally I play it cool and don't let 
my heart get involved. These feelings make me 
think I'm crazy. So, how do I break the spell? 


Deoh, Stuck, 


Seriously Stuck in Montpelier 


You deserve a pat on the back. You probably 
can't see it through your lovesick eyes, but this 
heartache is good for you. You're more comfortable 
playing it cool, not getting your heart involved and 
keeping your relationships more physical than 
emotional. With this guy. you busted out of your 
comfort zone and made a giant leap into love. Sure, 
you got burned for it. but it will make you a better, 
more understanding lover in the future. 

To get over it, ditch all this language about being 
"seriously stuck" and "under a spell." That's bullshit. 
Your heart is hurt, but you are perfectly capable of 
picking yourself up. dusting yourself off and moving 
forward. It's not going to be easy, but you've got to 
remember that if he’s emotional ly unavailable or 
just not into you, he's not "the one." 

It's nice that you've developed a friendship with 
him, but think hard about whether remaining close 
to him is healthy for you right now. From what you 
said, he seems capable of articulating his needs, so 
I’m sure he'll understand if you need some distance. 
They say absence makes the heart grow fonder — 
but sometimes it can help the heart heal faster. 


Need advice? 

Email me at mistressffsevendaysvt.cc 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sevendaysvt.com/blogs 





“Let’s meet at Tke Shoe Shop.” 


“Wkick one?” 


Tke winning name will receive a 

, $750 

stropping spree 

1st Runner Up: 

$500 shopping' spree 

2nd Runner Up: 

$250 shopping spree 


38 Ckurck Street • 862-5126 

tkeskoeskopvt.com 

M-Tkn 10am-7pm • F-Sat 10am-8pm 
Sun 11 am -5 :30pm 


We need a new 
name and were 
letting you ckoose. 

V isit our weksite to sukiuit 
your fakulous new name for 
us and enter to win!! 

tlieslioesliopvt.com 


